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2nd Sunday of Lent 

01st March 2026 
 

“He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 

cloud said, 'This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” Matthew 17:5 
 

What’s in a name? 

We often take surnames for granted, but historically they referred to something about a person: 

their profession, their moral character (good or bad), their place of origin, or some physical 

attribute. It is equally true of the Church. Titles such as “Mother”, “Sister”, “Father” indicate 

somebody’s status or role: Francis of Assisi, St Therese of Avila are known for their association with 

a place; St Nicholas the Wonderworker is associated with miraculous acts. What is true in human 

life is more profoundly true when it comes to the names we attribute to God. For example, we refer 

to God the Father as the Creator or the Almighty, while we call Jesus the Son of God, our Saviour 

and Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit is known as the Advocate, Paraclete, Lord and Giver of Life. In 

the titles of the Holy Trinity, we have a concise summary of God’s action from before time down to 

the present age. Our reading from Genesis today demonstrates the outworking of the names we 

give to God. 

God commands Abram to leave his country and kindred and promises to make his name great 

and to make him the father of all the families of the earth. This promise to Abram is God creating 

and re-creating – revealing to Abram part of the plan of salvation. Abram, or Abraham as he was 

subsequently named, played his part alongside his wife, Sarah. God would reveal his glory through 

Abraham, who indeed would be blessed, as would his innumerable descendants. Throughout the 

Old Testament, it is of the nature of God to remain hidden, allowing humanity only glimpses of 

glory. These glimpses sustain, encourage and enlighten believers, drawing them into being part 

of God’s plan. We are spiritual descendants of Abraham, sharing in the promise and telling of the 

glory of God. 

The Gospel continues the theme of God revealing God’s nature and purpose to humanity. 

Jesus, the teacher, the healer, the miracle-worker, the man, allows Peter, James and John a 

glimpse of glory. The promise made to Abraham and his descendants is still being fulfilled, and 

after the resurrection, the three disciples were able to speak of what they had seen. Although 

they didn’t know it at the time, the days of the passion and death of the Lord were approaching. 

The disciples were privileged to witness something they would only come to understand with 

hindsight. God’s plans and future blessings were, for the time being, hidden from them. Even whilst 

they were not aware of it as such, the promise of blessing made to Abraham was unfolding and 

being gradually unveiled. 

St Paul, the preacher of the sublime mystery of God, is at the same time the apostle to tease 

out and explain the practical consequences of the unfolding mystery. He speaks of sharing “in 

suffering for the Gospel”. However, God’s power allows us to participate in the mystery of the 

resurrection of Jesus from the dead, by which he abolished death and brought life and immortality 

to light through the Gospel. 

ST DAVID’s RC CHURCH 

64, Everest Road, Stanwell, 

Staines upon Thames, TW19 7EE 

Tel: 01784 252230 

e-Mail: stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk 

WWW: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/stanwell/ 
 

This parish is part of the Westminster Catholic Diocese Trustee Charity No: 233699 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Sidon Sagar 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Shenda Holmes 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 



2 

As inheritors of the original promise made to Abraham, we can reflect on the, albeit modest, 

part we play in fulfilling God’s plan: we are children of blessing and instruments of blessing. This is 

a beautiful theory, but equally one that has practical consequences and demands. By grace, in 

our care for the earth, in keeping our sights on our blessings, in working and praying for peace, 

we share with the Father in the creation and re-creation of the whole of creation. We know, at the 

deepest level of our being, that we were created to know, love and serve God. 

Hearing once again of the disciples’ experience in witnessing the transfiguration of Jesus can 

lead us to reflect on our own experiences of the glory of God; there is an infinite variety of ways in 

which God communicates glory to us – through the beauty of nature, art, music, our love of others 

and their love of us. Appreciating beauty is part of being human, but attributing this beauty to God 

is what makes us believers, makes us Christians, and makes us want to give thanks and praise. 

What inspires us to pass on blessings? Where does the necessary dynamism and energy come 

from? We are now in the realm of the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life. We are living in the Holy 

Trinity, and the Holy Trinity is living in us. 
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

5th Sunday in the OT – Loose: £180.00 and Envelope: £13.00. 

Ash Wednesday – £156.21 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday, we have teas and coffees in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Teas and Coffees Next Sunday after 10.30 am Mass 
 

Stations of the Cross on Fridays in Lent at 6.30 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

Our parish will be having Morning Prayer during Lent at 10.00 am on Sundays in the church. Please 

join us. If you are interested in leading this important prayer of the Church or will like to be trained 

to lead, please see Anthony. 
 

The signing of Certificates of Catholic Practice (CCP) for admission to St Michael’s Nursery will be 

in the presbytery on Wednesday, 25th March, 9.00 am – 1.00 pm. Please try to come at this time 

rather than seeking an individual appointment. 
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       You Are Warmly Invited!        
 

Dear parish family, this Lent, come and experience the Live Way of The Cross (#LWOTC2026)- A 

moving, dramatic, and very vivid production of the betrayal, trial and crucifixion of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 It will be enacted in our Church on Sunday, 15th March, after the 10:30 am mass. This is a FREE 

event, and all are welcome/encouraged to attend. 
 

 

Dear Parishioners of St David's, Stanwell, 
 

We are truly blessed to extend a warm welcome to Bishop James Curry, who will be joining us on 

Palm Sunday, 29th March 2026.                         Let us come together as one family to celebrate the 

triumphal entry of our Lord Jesus Christ and to receive the Bishop’s Fatherly blessing upon our 

community. Your presence will make this occasion even more special as we prepare our hearts 

for Holy Week. We look forward to sharing this joyful and sacred moment with you all. With every 

blessing.             
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

Parish Lenten Course. A series of talks on the Seven Deadly Sins and their corresponding Virtues is 

being held in the Presbytery meeting room at St Michael's Church on Saturday mornings. Tea, 

coffee and biscuits will be served from 10:15 am, and the talk starts at 10:30 am, finishing around 

midday. If you would like to attend, please register by email with Lee Gibson, Adult Faith Formation 

Catechist, at lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. 

The next dates are: 

2. Pride & Humility; 3. Envy & Admiration; 4. Anger and Forgiveness; 5. Sloth and zeal; 6. Avarice 

(Greed) and Generosity; 7. Gluttony and asceticism; 8. Lust and Chastity. 
 

 

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster scheme. If 

you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, Caritas 

Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will be dealt with 

in confidence. 
 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
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PLEASE PRAY 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

for Fr Philip Baptiste and the parishioners of St Theodore of Canterbury, Hampton in the Upper 

Thames Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that nations move towards effective disarmament, particularly 

nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead 

of violence. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions 01st – 08th Feb 2026 
 

Sun 01st 2nd Sunday of Lent 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  

     10.30 am Thanksgiving Mass – Birthday – Nisha Sajan 

Mon 02nd    06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass 4th Birthday of Aarik Periera 

Tues 03rd    06.00 pm  

Wed 04th    09.30 am Thanksgiving Mass for Family by Vincent Camilo 

Fri 06th     06.30 pm Thanksgiving Mass Amenda & Sheldon Periera 

Sat 07th     06.00 pm  

Sun 08th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 1st Mar – 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 12: 1-4a; 2 Timothy 1: 8b-10; Matthew 17: 1-9. 

Next Sunday’s readings 8th Mar – 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 17: 3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4: 5. 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “I invite everyone to pray for the war-torn people of Ukraine and 

for all those who suffer due to this war and every conflict in the world, so that the long-awaited 

gift of peace may shine in our days.”                22nd Feb 2026 
 

 

March is dedicated to 

SAINT JOSPEH 
 

 The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph. We don’t know much about him except what is mentioned in 

the Gospels. Joseph was the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims 

him as a “just man,” and the Church has turned to Joseph for his patronage and protection. Pope Leo XIII in his 

encyclical “Quamquam Pluries”(On the Devotion to St. Joseph) in 1889 explains why we place so much trust in this 

saint: “[…]And Joseph shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, since by 

divine will, he was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as His father among 

men. Hence it came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, that 

He obeyed him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children are bound 

to render to their parents. From this two-fold dignity flowed the obligation which nature 

lays upon the head of families, so that Joseph became the guardian, the 

administrator, and the legal defender of the divine house whose chief he was. And 

during the whole course of his life he fulfilled those charges and those duties. …It is, 

then, natural and worthy that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the 

family at Nazareth and girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the 

cloak of his heavenly patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ.” One hundred 

years later John Paul II echoes his predecessor in his 1989 Apostolic Exhortation 

Redemptoris Custos (Guardian of the Redeemer), hoping “that all may grow in 

devotion to the Patron of the Universal Church and in love for the Saviour whom he 

served in such an exemplary manner. 


