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3rd Sunday of Lent 

08th March 2026 
 

“We have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world.” 
 

We often hear expressions that suggest what we see is not necessarily a true reflection of reality. 

“Don’t judge a book by its cover,” is one; “the tip of the iceberg,” is another. When we’re talking 

about a person, we might say “still waters run deep”. These expressions remind us of the danger 

of assuming that things are as they seem, basing judgment on hearsay, prejudice or superficial 

observation, or missing the true value of something because we notice only its surface. 

Many of us have probably heard childhood stories that illustrate this. The “ugly duckling” was 

not a duckling but a young swan. The “frog” who disgusted the princess was actually a prince. 

The frightening “beast” in Beauty and the Beast turned out to be a kind and gentle person. Without 

diminishing the value that lies in diversity and individuality, we may discover that the “other” – with 

whom we thought we shared nothing in common – turns out to be more like us than we thought. 

This is especially the case when we try to move beyond prejudice and first impressions and look 

at our deepest needs, our shared humanity as children of God, and our call to evangelise as 

members of the Church. 

Today’s Gospel is a rich source of ideas that help us to understand and reflect upon our oneness 

as God’s people and the universality of God’s offer of eternal life. Weary from his journey, Jesus is 

taking a break beside a well when a woman from Samaria approaches to draw water. He asks 

the woman for a drink, and she is surprised that Jesus, a Jew, would ask a “woman of Samaria” 

for a drink. The Gospel even provides an explanation for this: “For Jews have no dealings with 

Samaritans.” 

This lack of relations between Jews and Samaritans had deep historical and religious roots. The 

woman to whom Jesus spoke knew it, mentioning the difference in belief between her people 

and the Jews about where people should worship. Yet Jesus’ request is unusual for other reasons 

as well. It would have been unusual at that time for a man to speak in public to a woman, and 

especially to a woman who would have been considered a sinner. (This woman already had five 

husbands and was living with a man who was not her husband.) Jesus, therefore, breaks down 

several barriers when he asks the Samaritan woman for a drink: religious, social, and ethnic. In his 

response to the woman’s pointing out the religious divisions between Jews and Samaritans, Jesus 

reveals the universality of his message. True worship is not dependent on origins or place, but on 

spirit and truth. What follows in today’s Gospel is a story of dialogue between two “others”, delving 

beyond the surface of tangible traditions and differences towards truth. The Samaritan woman 

moves from being a person whom, viewed superficially, people might expect Jesus to ignore – 

because she is a woman, a Samaritan, and a sinner – to one who is invited by Jesus to labour with 

him, evangelising among her people through her testimony. 

Today’s Gospel challenges our expectations concerning who might reveal God’s word in our 

lives. The people of Jesus’ time would not have expected the Samaritan woman to be the person 

to lead others to Jesus. Closer to home, too, perhaps there are people in our lives whom we do 

not recognise as evangelists in our world because they do not wear a collar or hold an official title 
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in our church. In their book Talking about Jesus: our call to everyday evangelisation, Jim McManus 

and Bill Horton write about “faithful parishioners, who are missionary disciples,” who may say very 

little, but whose whole life proclaims the Lord non-verbally. These are the “women and men full of 

faith and inner peace,” who encourage everyone and have become great witnesses in their local 

church and community. Every parish has such people. Perhaps our family, school or place of work 

has such people. And each of us has the capacity to be like them. Perhaps today’s Gospel also 

challenges us, therefore, to consider how we ourselves might be modern-day evangelists, sharing 

Jesus’ message of eternal life through our words and deeds in the world. By accepting this call, 

we play our part in helping others see beyond the water that quenches thirst only temporarily, to 

the water Jesus brings that wells up to eternal life, just as the woman in today’s Gospel did. 
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday, we have teas and coffees in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Teas and Coffees Next Sunday after 10.30 am Mass 
 

Stations of the Cross on Fridays in Lent at 6.30 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

Our parish will be having Morning Prayer during Lent at 10.00 am on Sundays in the church. Please 

join us. If you are interested in leading this important prayer of the Church or will like to be trained 

to lead, please see Anthony. 
 

The signing of Certificates of Catholic Practice (CCP) for admission to St Michael’s Nursery will be 

in the presbytery on Wednesday, 25th March, 9.00 am – 1.00 pm. Please try to come at this time 

rather than seeking an individual appointment. 
 

       You Are Warmly Invited!        
 

Dear parish family, this Lent, come and experience the Live Way of The Cross (#LWOTC2026)- A 

moving, dramatic, and very vivid production of the betrayal, trial and crucifixion of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. It will be enacted in our Church on Sunday, 15th March, after the 10:30 am 

mass. This is a FREE event, and all are welcome/encouraged to attend. 
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Dear Parishioners of St David's, Stanwell, 
 

We are truly blessed to extend a warm welcome to Bishop James Curry, who will be joining us on 

Palm Sunday, 29th March 2026.                         Let us come together as one family to celebrate the 

triumphal entry of our Lord Jesus Christ and to receive the Bishop’s Fatherly blessing upon our 

community. Your presence will make this occasion even more special as we prepare our hearts 

for Holy Week. We look forward to sharing this joyful and sacred moment with you all. With every 

blessing.             
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

Parish Lenten Course. A series of talks on the Seven Deadly Sins and their corresponding Virtues is 

being held in the Presbytery meeting room at St Michael's Church on Saturday mornings. Tea, 

coffee and biscuits will be served from 10:15 am, and the talk starts at 10:30 am, finishing around 

midday. If you would like to attend, please register by email with Lee Gibson, Adult Faith Formation 

Catechist, at lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. 

The next dates are: 3. Envy & Admiration; 4. Anger and Forgiveness; 5. Sloth and zeal; 6. Avarice 

(Greed) and Generosity; 7. Gluttony and asceticism; 8. Lust and Chastity. 
 

 

Caritas Vouchers and Assistance Scheme. This parish is part of the Caritas Westminster scheme. If 

you, or anyone you know, needs support, please get in touch with Lee Gibson, Caritas 

Representative, on 07713 760281 or lee.gibson.2na@btinternet.com. All requests will be dealt with 

in confidence. 
 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

for Fr Philip Baptiste and the parishioners of St Theodore of Canterbury, Hampton in the Upper 

Thames Deanery. 
 

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that nations move towards effective disarmament, 

particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and 

diplomacy instead of violence. 
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Mass Intentions 08th – 15th Feb 2026 
 

Sun 08th 3rd Sunday of Lent 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm Adelaide & Xavier Diniz – RIP 

     10.30 am Agnelo & Jeo Menezes – RIP 

Mon 09th    06.00 pm Jeo D’Mello – RIP 

Tues 10th    06.00 pm Carl Menezes – RIP 

Wed 11th    09.30 am Calle Dias – 1st Birthday 

Thurs 12th St Luigi Orione Deis Natalis 

     06.00 pm  

Fri 13th     06.30 pm M.P Varghese & K.O. Varghese – RIP 

Sat 14th     06.00 pm Soul of Jeo Almedia – RIP 

Sun 15th 4th Sunday of Lent 

     10.30 am Thanksgiving Mass - Joy 
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 8th Mar – 3rd Sunday of Lent 

Exodus 17: 3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4: 5. 

Next Sunday’s readings 15th Mar – 4th Sunday of Lent 

1 Samuel 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ephesians 5: 8-14; John 9: 1-41. 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “Fasting is a concrete way to prepare ourselves to receive the 

Word of God. Abstaining from food is an ancient ascetic practice that is essential on the path of 

conversion. It helps us to identify and order our “appetites,” keeping our hunger and thirst for 

justice alive and freeing us from complacency. It teaches us to pray and act responsibly towards 

our neighbour. #Lent”                  06th Mar 2026 
 

 

March is dedicated to 

SAINT JOSPEH 
 

 March is dedicated to St. Joseph. We don’t know much about him except what is mentioned in the Gospels. 

Joseph was the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him as a 

“just man,” and the Church has turned to Joseph for his patronage and protection. Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical 

“Quamquam Pluries”(On the Devotion to St. Joseph) in 1889, explains why we place so much trust in this saint: “[…]And 

Joseph shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, since by divine will, he 

was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as His father among men. Hence it 

came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, that He obeyed 

him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children are bound to render 

to their parents. From this two-fold dignity flowed the obligation which nature lays upon 

the head of families, so that Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the 

legal defender of the divine house whose chief he was. And during the whole course 

of his life he fulfilled those charges and those duties. …It is, then, natural and worthy 

that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the family at Nazareth and 

girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the cloak of his heavenly 

patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ.” One hundred years later John Paul 

II echoes his predecessor in his 1989 Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos 

(Guardian of the Redeemer), hoping “that all may grow in devotion to the Patron of 

the Universal Church and in love for the Saviour whom he served in such an exemplary 

manner. 


