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5th Sunday of Lent 
22nd March 2026 

 

“I am the resurrection and the life. 

 

Our age has a reputation for wanting to avoid the mention of death. Yet we also delight in films 

full of horror and violence. Our leaders who provoke or accept killing on a vast scale are 

sometimes obsessed with the belief that science will discover how they might live long after the 

normal human life span - as though the sense of their power in the present may be consummated 

in immortality. Yet the more sober sayings about death remain. “Memento mori”, keep in mind 

that you have to die, is the old Latin advice. And for those who have spent their lives accumulating 

material wealth comes the reminder that “the shroud has no pockets”. A fascinating image of how 

the Church expresses this conundrum of power, life, and death can be seen in the account of the 

burial of Emperor Franz Joseph in Vienna during the last years of the First World War. After the 

Solemn Requiem in the cathedral, his coffin was taken in a specially designed carriage to the 

mausoleum where all his family had been buried. Needless to say, the procession consisted of all 

the high-ranking military and state officials imaginable. On arrival at the mausoleum, the doors 

were closed. They knocked, and a voice replied: “Who is it?” In reply, they reeled off all the 

extensive titles of the dead emperor. Silence. They knocked again. “Who is it?” asked the voice. 

“A poor sinner,” they replied. The doors swung open. 

If the Gospels were drama, then Lazarus has a walk-on part. He and his sisters, Mary and Martha, 

are close friends of Jesus from Bethany, which is just a few miles from Jerusalem. His sisters steal the 

limelight, whereas Lazarus never says a word. The sisters are sometimes pictured as the 

contemplative and active aspects of spiritual life, but here they both upbraid Jesus for not 

responding more quickly to their call for help. They know Jesus has the power to prevent death. 

The lesson Jesus wishes to teach both them and his disciples is that he also has the power to 

conquer death. The raising of Lazarus is a trailer for what will happen to him. He, too, will die and 

rise again, and this will be the act that brings salvation to all who believe in him. Martha takes this 

step of recognition in her exchange with Jesus. In the Synoptic Gospels, it is Peter who is recorded 

as recognising and proclaiming Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah. Here in John’s Gospel, it is Martha. 

Lazarus then, called by Jesus, makes his important but silent appearance. Jesus orders that he be 

freed from the burial cloths that bind him and let go. One result of this intervention by Jesus is that 

some of the visiting crowd return to Jerusalem to inform the high priests and Pharisees of what has 

happened, and the story galvanises Caiaphas into his famous remark that “it is better for you that 

one man should die for the people”. And they advance their plans to arrest and kill Jesus. 

As in most of the teachings and actions of Jesus, we find ourselves faced by dual concerns. On 

the one hand there is always the underlying question of eternal life. On the other is the matter of 

how we access this life even in our present existence. On the first question Jesus is usually 

reassuring. He loves us and wants us all to share in the love that exists between him and his father. 

The occasions where he offers us a different picture of the afterlife, in which we are condemned 

to eternal punishment, are because we have failed to understand or put into action the second 

issue. Jesus tells Martha that he is the resurrection and the life. Throughout John’s Gospel comes 
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the refrain that if we believe in Jesus, then we have eternal life. Belief in him means we become 

imbued with how he lived, how he loved. Our lives are freed up to dedicate ourselves to caring 

for others, especially those who are poor and needy. So many of the parables reflect this simple 

truth. What we do to and for others, we do to and for Christ. In the end, there is only one eternal 

life. It begins with our acceptance of Jesus into our lives in a way that leads to our giving ourselves 

in love as he has shown us and then continuing that mystery in the life to come. It is only then that 

we will fully understand the depths of that mystery.         © Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted  

 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER TRIDUUM SERVICES – TIMETABLE 
 

            29 March (Sunday) – Palm Sunday 

LATIN: 10.20 am from Hall to Church, in Hall after Mass until 1.00 pm. 

SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm 

SIRO-MALANKARA: Service starts at 4.30 pm. 
 

             1 April (Wednesday) – Maundy Thursday Service 

SIRO-MALANKARA: Service at 7.30 pm. 
 

             2 April (Thursday) – Maundy Thursday Service 

SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., 5-6.00 pm in the Hall 

LATIN: Service starts at 7.00 pm. 
 

             3 April (Friday) – Good Friday Service  

SIRO-MALANKARA: Service starts at 6:30 a.m. Hall 1-2.00 pm. 

LATIN: Service starts with Stations of the Cross by FHC Children at 2.30 pm. 

SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 5:00 pm, 7-8 hall 
 

             4 April (Saturday) – Easter Service 

SIRO-MALANKARA: Service starts at 2:30 p.m. Hall 5 to 6 pm 

LATIN: Service starts at 7 pm. 

SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 9:30 p.m. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Free Parking Notice – Holy Week Services              
 

Enjoy free parking in designated areas around the church. Once the church reaches capacity on 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil, a barricade will be set up to 

stop entry.      
 

Please arrive early to secure a seat and park courteously. Thank you for your cooperation!                      
 

 

Mass on Monday 23rd March – please note that Mass is at 9.30 am. There is no 6.00 pm Mass. 

Confessions at St Michael's if you missed. 
 

The signing of Certificates of Catholic Practice (CCP) for admission to St Michael’s Nursery will be 

in the presbytery on Wednesday, 25th March, 9.00 am – 1.00 pm. Please try to come at this time 

rather than seeking an individual appointment. 
 

Attention All Altar Servers: Join us for the Palm Sunday Mass with the Bishop. Practice is scheduled 

for Today, March 22, 2026, after the 10:30 AM Mass. Your presence is crucial to ensure we are well-

prepared for this important celebration. Parents, please prioritise this practice as your dedication 

greatly impacts our service! Thank you! 
 

 

       A Heartfelt Thank You                               
 

To our incredible team behind Live Way of the Cross, thank you for bringing the Live Way of the 

Cross to life on Sunday, 15th March. Your dedication, talent, and faith transformed our church into 

a sacred space, our Lord's Love, in such a moving and vivid representation of the Passion and 

Death of our Lord. It was a prayerful and moving witness for so many in our community, touched 

by this free gift of prayer and drama. Grateful for each one of you!          
 

We are truly blessed to welcome Bishop James Curry, who will be joining us on Palm Sunday, 29th 

March 2026.                         Let us come together as one family to celebrate the triumphal entry of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and to receive the Bishop’s Fatherly blessing upon our community. Your presence will 

make this occasion even more special as we prepare our hearts for Holy Week. We look forward 

to sharing this joyful and sacred moment with you all. With every blessing.             
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 

https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/
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for Fr Philip Baptiste and the parishioners of St Theodore of Canterbury, Hampton in the Upper 

Thames Deanery. 
 

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that nations move towards effective disarmament, 

particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and 

diplomacy instead of violence. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mass Intentions 22nd – 29th Mar 2026 
 

Sun 22nd 5th Sunday of Lent 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm Jose Almedia – RIP 

     10.30 am Jennifer Sedenio, Anna Maureen Sedenio–Arceo – RIP  

Mon 23rd    09.30 am Cecilio Sedenio & Arturo Mas – RIP 

Tues 24th    06.00 pm  

Wed 25th Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord. 

     09.30 am  

Fri 27th    06:30 pm  

Sat 28th     06.00 pm Michael Luczak 

Sun 29th Palm Sunday 

     10.20 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 22nd Mar – 5th Sunday of Lent 

Ezekiel 37: 12-14; Romans 8: 8-11; John 11: 1-45. 

Next Sunday’s readings 29th Mar – Palm Sunday 

Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2: 6-11; Matthew 26: 14 – 27: 66. 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “#SaintJoseph cared for the family that the Lord entrusted to him. 

Guardianship means being attentive to others, respecting their choices, and caring for them. St. 

Joseph shows us that presence and guardianship are inseparable dimensions: we can only care 

for others by being present, and we are only present when we assume responsibility for the other.” 
19th Mar 2026 

 

 

March is dedicated to 

SAINT JOSPEH 
 

 March is dedicated to St. Joseph. We don’t know much about him except what is mentioned in the Gospels. 

Joseph was the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him as a 

“just man,” and the Church has turned to Joseph for his patronage and protection. Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical 

“Quamquam Pluries”(On the Devotion to St. Joseph) in 1889, explains why we place so much trust in this saint: “[…]And 

Joseph shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, since by divine will, he 

was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as His father among men. Hence it 

came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, that He obeyed 

him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children are bound to render 

to their parents. From this two-fold dignity flowed the obligation which nature lays upon 

the head of families, so that Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the 

legal defender of the divine house whose chief he was. And during the whole course 

of his life he fulfilled those charges and those duties. …It is, then, natural and worthy 

that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the family at Nazareth and 

girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the cloak of his heavenly 

patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ.” One hundred years later John Paul 

II echoes his predecessor in his 1989 Apostolic Exhortation Redemptoris Custos 

(Guardian of the Redeemer), hoping “that all may grow in devotion to the Patron of 

the Universal Church and in love for the Saviour whom he served in such an exemplary 

manner. 


