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“Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the
Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You have said so.’”

When you plant a daffodil bulb in the cold soil in the autumn, you are playing your part in a not-
so-secret plan. The daffodil needs time in the cold of winter, in the dark underground, for its roots
to develop and to prepare itself to be triggered into action when the warmth of spring arrives. If it
doesn’'t have the correct conditions and time it may still grow, but the leaves produced will be
small and weak. For the gardener, the wisdom comes in trusting the plan and having patience.
Even though you cannot see what is happening under the ground, the plan will come to fruition.
In spring, the flowers will bloom, and new life will be visible.

Each of the four Gospel writers — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John — tells the story of the dramatic
death of Jesus in their own unique way. The main details of the story are shared, but each attempts
to draw therr listener or reader to see something particular. Mark highlights the suffering of Jesus;
Luke highlights his innocence and humanity; John emphasises his divine sovereignty, while
Matthew, the author of today’s account, focuses on the fulfiiment of prophecies and the rejection
of the ruling bodies.

Matthew shows us that Jesus is the promised Messiah and thus our King. The question that
naturally follows is whye Why is Matthew highlighting this for his early Church audience and for us
todaye

The simplest answer is hope. When we see prophecies fulfilled, we see a plan that is playing
out. We see that God is in control, and that allows us to breathe a little more calmly. For the early
Church, going through incredible persecution and struggles, this must have been immensely
comforting. There’s a sense that even though it looks like things are going wrong, God has a plan,
and God'’s plan will come to fruition, and God’s plan is good.

We see this plan laid out throughout the whole of the Bible. God’s plan is for the whole of creation
to dwell in unity with God, growing and flourishing in the love of the Trinity. God does not keep this
plan a secret. Just the opposite, in fact, and when we read prophecies like those found in the book
of Isaiah, we are amazed at how detailed they are. God wants to make it abundantly clear that
there is a plan in which we can trust.

Today we can have the same hope. It is easy, when looking at our country and our world, to
lose hope, to see only the difficulties and horrors. It can feel like God is no longer in control. This
simply cannot be frue. Perhaps Matthew wants us to hear that, even though we cannot see or
understand it, God has a plan, and it is good.

As disciples of Jesus, we are challenged through the account of his Passion to follow him. Does
that mean we too have to be killed? For most of us, the answer is probably no. In following Jesus,
what we are called to do is to listen to God and do what we are asked. This undoubtedly will
involve self-sacrifice and won’t be easy, but we respond to God'’s call together as the people of
God, filled with the Holy Spirit, who gives us everything we need.



When we learn to listen to God’s word and follow what we are asked to do, we must learn to
trust the author of the plan. We may not see the fruit (or flower) of the seed (or bulb) that we plant,
but we trust that in time and with the right conditions, God will bring the plan to fruition.

Part of recognising that Jesus is our King is learning to trust that God sees the big picture and we
simply need to play the part allotted to us. Hopefully, we see the beauty of the flowers during our

time on earth, but we trust that in time, we will see the new creation in all its beautiful glory.
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.

FUNRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £5,625

1st Sunday of Lent - Loose: £149.17 and Envelope: £13.00.
2nd Sunday of Lent - Loose: £341.65 and Envelope: £8.00.

3rd Sunday of Lent - Loose: £236.85 and Envelope: £18.00.
4th Sunday of Lent - Loose: £272.74 and Envelope: £15.00.
5th Sunday of Lent - Loose: £175.00 and Envelope: £18.00.

St David’s Feast Collection - £69.63

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

HOLY WEEK & EASTER TRIDUUM SERVICES - TIMETABLE

Tt 29 March (Sunday) - Palm Sunday
LATIN: 10.20 am from Hall to Church, in Hall after Mass until 1.00 pm.
SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
SIRO-MALANKARA: Service starts at 4.30 pm.

i 1 April (Wednesday) - Maundy Thursday Service
SIRO-MALANKARA: Service at 7.30 pm.

i 2 April (Thursday) - Maundy Thursday Service
SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., 5-6.00 pm in the Hall
LATIN: Service starts at 7.00 pm.

i 3 April (Friday) - Good Friday Service

SIRO-MALANKARA: Service starts at 6:30 a.m. Hall 1-2.00 pm.

LATIN: Service starts with Stations of the Cross by FHC Children at 2.30 pm.
SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 5:00 pm, 7-8 hall

i) 4 April (Saturday) - Easter Service
EASTER BASKET BLESSING at 9.30 am
SIRO-MALANKARA: Service starts at 2:30 p.m. Hall 5 to 6 pm
LATIN: Service starts at 7 pm.

SIRO-MALABAR: Service starts at 9:30 p.m.

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, butf in the shared moments and
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conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®
Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Free Parking Notice — Holy Week Services 8 4

Enjoy free parking in designated areas around the church. Once the church reaches capacity on
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil, a barricade will be set up to
stop entry. #

Please arrive early to secure a seat and park courteously. Thank you for your cooperation! .,

A Hearifelt Thank You .

We are truly blessed to welcome Bishop James Curry, who will be joining us on Palm Sunday, 29t
March 2026. ., Let us come together as one family to celebrate the triumphal entry of our Lord
Jesus Christ and to receive the Bishop's Fatherly blessing upon our community. Your presence will
make this occasion even more special as we prepare our hearts for Holy Week. We look forward
to sharing this joyful and sacred moment with you all. With every blessing. ¢+ &

FUNDRAISING

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: hittps://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for Fr Philip Baptiste and the parishioners of St Theodore of Canterbury, Hampton in the Upper
Thames Deanery.

For the Holy Father’'s Prayer Intention that nations move towards effective disarmament,
particularly nuclear disarmament, and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and
diplomacy instead of violence.



https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Mass Intentions 29th March - 05t April 2026

Sun 29t Palm Sunday
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Michael LUCZAK Intention

10.30 am
Mon 30t 06.00 pm
Tues 31st 06.00 pm
Wed O1st 09.30 am  Ivy Dias - RIP
Thurs 02nd Maundy Thursday 07.00 pm
Fri 03d  Good Friday 02.30 pm
Sat 04t Easter Vigil 07.00 pm
Sun 05th 10.30 am  Sohan Braggs — Birthday Intentions

This Sunday’s readings, 29th Mar - Palm Sunday

Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2: 6-11; Matthew 26: 14 — 27: 66.
Next Sunday’s readings 05t April - Easter Sunday

Acts 10: 34q, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4; John 20: 1-9

Pope Leo XIV's Tweet Message: “We need to pray and find time for moments of silence and
reflection, in order to quiet the frenzy of doing and saying, of messages, reels and chats, and to
delve deeper into and savour the beauty of fruly and genuinely being together with God and

one another. #ApostolicJourney”
28th Mar 2026

March is dedicated to

SAINT JOSPEH

March is dedicated to St. Joseph. We don't know much about him except what is mentioned in the Gospels.
Joseph was the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father of Jesus. Holy Scripture proclaims him as a
“just man,” and the Church has turned to Joseph for his patronage and protection. Pope Leo Xl in his encyclical
“"Quamquam Pluries” (On the Devotion to St. Joseph) in 1889, explains why we place so much frustin this saint: “[...]JAnd
___Y_Joseph shines among all mankind by the most august dignity, since by divine will, he
"~ “was the guardian of the Son of God and reputed as His father among men. Hence it
came about that the Word of God was humbly subject to Joseph, that He obeyed
him, and that He rendered to him all those offices that children are bound to render
@to their parents. From this two-fold dignity flowed the obligation which nature lays upon
N the head of families, so that Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the
wlegal defender of the divine house whose chief he was. And during the whole course

of his life he fulfilled those charges and those duties. ...It is, then, natural and worthy

~ Athat as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the family at Nazareth and
“ 2 girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the cloak of his heavenly
&% pafronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ.” One hundred years later John Paul

- manner.



