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“Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the
Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You have said so.’”

When you plant a daffodil bulb in the cold soil in the autumn, you are playing your part in a not-
so-secret plan. The daffodil needs time in the cold of winter, in the dark underground, for its roots
to develop and to prepare itself to be triggered into action when the warmth of spring arrives. If it
doesn’'t have the correct conditions and time it may still grow, but the leaves produced will be
small and weak. For the gardener, the wisdom comes in trusting the plan and having patience.
Even though you cannot see what is happening under the ground, the plan will come to fruition.
In spring, the flowers will bloom, and new life will be visible.

Each of the four Gospel writers — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John — tells the story of the dramatic
death of Jesus in their own unique way. The main details of the story are shared, but each attempts
to draw therr listener or reader to see something particular. Mark highlights the suffering of Jesus;
Luke highlights his innocence and humanity; John emphasises his divine sovereignty, while
Matthew, the author of today’s account, focuses on the fulfiiment of prophecies and the rejection
of the ruling bodies.

Matthew shows us that Jesus is the promised Messiah and thus our King. The question that
naturally follows is whye Why is Matthew highlighting this for his early Church audience and for us
todaye

The simplest answer is hope. When we see prophecies fulfilled, we see a plan that is playing
out. We see that God is in control, and that allows us to breathe a little more calmly. For the early
Church, going through incredible persecution and struggles, this must have been immensely
comforting. There’s a sense that even though it looks like things are going wrong, God has a plan,
and God'’s plan will come to fruition, and God’s plan is good.

We see this plan laid out throughout the whole of the Bible. God’s plan is for the whole of creation
to dwell in unity with God, growing and flourishing in the love of the Trinity. God does not keep this
plan a secret. Just the opposite, in fact, and when we read prophecies like those found in the book
of Isaiah, we are amazed at how detailed they are. God wants to make it abundantly clear that
there is a plan in which we can trust.

Today we can have the same hope. It is easy, when looking at our country and our world, to
lose hope, to see only the difficulties and horrors. It can feel like God is no longer in control. This
simply cannot be frue. Perhaps Matthew wants us to hear that, even though we cannot see or
understand it, God has a plan, and it is good.

As disciples of Jesus, we are challenged through the account of his Passion to follow him. Does
that mean we too have to be killed? For most of us, the answer is probably no. In following Jesus,
what we are called to do is to listen to God and do what we are asked. This undoubtedly will
involve self-sacrifice and won’t be easy, but we respond to God'’s call together as the people of
God, filled with the Holy Spirit, who gives us everything we need.



When we learn to listen to God’s word and follow what we are asked to do, we must learn to
trust the author of the plan. We may not see the fruit (or flower) of the seed (or bulb) that we plant,
but we trust that in time and with the right conditions, God will bring the plan to fruition.

Part of recognising that Jesus is our King is learning to trust that God sees the big picture and we
simply need to play the part allotted to us. Hopefully, we see the beauty of the flowers during our

time on earth, but we trust that in time, we will see the new creation in all its beautiful glory.
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4t Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.
FUNRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £5,845

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

A Heartfelt Thank You 4
Happy Easter!

Dearly Beloved, this joyful Easter, let us remember Saint Luigi Orione’s words: “Our life must be a
continuous Easter, a dying to sin and arising to holiness.” May Christ’s victory renew your spirit with
grace, inspire hope during hardships, and lead your hands to serve with love. His resurrection
serves as a reminder: in every shadow, light ultimately prevails. | wish you and your families a
Blessed Easter—full of faith, joy, and the promise of eternal life!

Y - He is risen indeed! Alleluial

Beloved Altar Servers: With hearts uplifted, we extend profound gratitude to Anthony, Master of
the Ceremonies, our devoted Altar Servers catechist, Aniceto, our Sacristan, and each altar server.
Your steadfast ministry guided our parish through the solemn beauty of the Easter Triduum through
prayerful reverence and radiant joy. May the Lord sanctify your hands, bless your hearts, and
ilumine your paths as servers filled with grace. Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam.

With heartfelt thanks, we appreciate the Parish choir whose harmonies uplifted spirits; the flower
arrangers, whose artistry reflected creation’s divine beauty; the Stewards team, whose warmth
embodied Christ’s generous hospitality; and all quiet workers whose unseen efforts sanctified this

Easter Triduum. May your selfless dedication continue to thrive in God's grace.
- Fr Sidon Sagar FDP (Parish Priest)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Free Parking Notice — Holy Week Services 8 4

Enjoy free parking in designated areas around the church. Once the church reaches capacity on
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil, a barricade will be set up to
stop entry. #

Please arrive early to secure a seat and park courteously. Thank you for your cooperation!

Second Sunday of Divine Mercy: We will have the 9-Day Novena Prayer, and on Divine Mercy
Sunday, a special Prayer and Adoration at 2.30 pm, followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet and
Blessing. Asking God to open the flood gates of His mercy from His Divine and Sacred Heart in
Stanwell.

On Tuesday, 14th April 2026 at 6.00 pm, we have a in St Michael’s Church,
Ashford, guided by Joseph Edattu V.C., Director of the Divine Retreat Centre, UK, beginning with
Holy Mass, Adoration, Preaching, Praise and Worship and Blessings. It is a free event; you are
welcome to join in. Please find the poster in the Enfrance of the Church.

FUNDRAISING

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for Fr Shaun Church and the parishioners of St Francis de Sales, Hampton Hill, in the Upper Thames
Deanery.

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation
may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with
understanding and prayer.



https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Mass Intentions 05th — 12th April 2026

Sun 05th
(Easter Vigil) 07.00 pm  Sohan Braggs — Birthday Intentions

10.30 am

Mon 0éth 06.00 pm

Tues 07th 06.00 pm

Wed 08th 09.30 am

Fri 10th 06.00 pm

Sat  11th 06.00 pm  Mousinho Diourado - RIP

Sun 12t (Divine Mercy Sunday)
10.30 am

02.30 pm  Adoration for Divine Mercy Feast

This Sunday’s readings, 05t April - Easter Sunday
Acts 10: 34a, 37-43; Colossians 3: 1-4; John 20: 1-9.
Next Sunday’s readings 12th April — 2nd Sunday of Easter
AcCts 2; 42-47; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20; 19-31

Pope Leo XIV’'s Tweet Message: “As frue God and true man, Christ offers us the example of self-
giving, service, and love. We need His example to learn how to love, not because we are
incapable of it, but precisely to teach ourselves and one another what frue love is. Learning to
act like Jesus, who is the living sign that God has placed within the history of the world, is the work

of a lifetime. #HolyThursday”
02nd April 2026

The month of April is dedicated to
HOLY SPIRIT

To believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess that the Holy Spirit is one of the persons of
the Holy Trinity, consubstantial with the Father and the Son: “with the Father and the Son
he is worshipped and glorified.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church)

The Holy Spirit is the Person of Love in the life of God. He is also like a breath, an aspiration
of infinite Love, from which we draw the breath of life. On the day of Pentecost, the Divine
Spirit communicated such an abundance of life fo the whole Church that to symbolise it,
“there came a sound from heaven, as of a violent wind coming, and it filed the whole
house where they (the Apostles) were sitting.”

But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has come, for the group in the Cenacle represented
the whole Church. The Holy Spirit came to remain with the Church forever. This is the
promise of Jesus Himself. He dwells in the Church permanently and unfailingly, performing
in it without ceasing His action of life-giving and sanctification. He establishes the Church §
infallibly in the truth. It is He Who makes the Church blossom forth with a marvellous §
supernatural fruitfulness, for He brings to life and full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, and [
Confessors those heroic virtues which are one of the marks of frue sanctity. IVem C
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