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“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

When you turn on a light, do you question the source of the electricity? Do you have to know
the physics behind its generation in order to accept that pressing a switch will produce
ilumination? Or when you access your smartphone, is it necessary to understand how this miracle
of modern engineering can give you all the functions for which you use it?

Most of us do not understand the scientific principles behind the manufacture of microchips or
the technology behind most of the machines which are an everyday feature of life in the twenty-
first century. We just use them, trusting that when anything goes wrong, we can call up the experts
who know how to mend them. In other words, we happily live in a kind of trusting fog, a cloud of
technological faith. In fact, it is remarkable how much of our lives depend on features that, if
challenged, we could not describe or explain. This doesn’t seem to worry us. A predisposition to
faith seems to be a fundamental aspect of our being.

When Thomas returned to the others, having been off on some errand, he was astonished to be
told that Jesus, whom he had been assured had been crucified and his dead body laid in a tomb,
had appeared and spoken to the disciples cowering in that upper room in Jerusalem, fearful for
their lives. You can imagine his incredulity.

But then, wonder of wonders, Jesus was suddenly there before him, ostensibly alive. His
astonishment became abject sorrow: he had doubted his Lord. And his humbling became even
more acute as Jesus gently chided him: “Put your finger here and see my hands; and put out your
hand and place it in my side. “Perhaps that was the sort of relationship they'd had: Jesus gently
teasing a rather pessimistic character. Whatever the case, Jesus makes the overwhelming claim
that true faith relies on the acceptance of even the seemingly impossible: a resurrection from
certain death, areturn from the grave, even without the concrete evidence of one’s own eyes.

This, then, is the essence of our Christian belief, our faith in the resurrection of the Lord. As St Paul
writes in his first letter to the Corinthians: “if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile”.

We hear in the Acts of the Apostles that, in the earliest days of the Christian Church, because
of the resurrection, the believers were filled with gladness and hope, meeting together to pray, to
break bread, and to share everything, particularly with those in need. They offered praise to God,
revelling in their newfound fellowship. They had complete faith in Jesus's promise of salvation.

Whenever we feel doubt about God'’s love, we should remember Thomas. Probably most of us
would have reacted as he did. We, too, would have doubted until we had the evidence of our
own eyes. However, we have been called to faith by our baptism. Our belief in the reality of the
resurrection encourages us also to follow Jesus' teaching: gladly joining with one another;
receiving Holy Communion together; sharing our food and belongings with people in need;
praying together with happy hearts, safe in the knowledge of our salvation because Jesus
promised it. We may not have seen him in the flesh, but we believe in him despite all our failings
and doubts.



It is significant that Jesus drew attention to his wounds. Our suffering Lord is in solidarity with his
suffering people. Life can be incredibly difficult. Sometimes we question whether the terrible things
we see and hear about in the media can be part of God’s plan for his creation. And on a personal
level, we all must endure pain from time to time: iliness, bereavement, loneliness, countless other
ways. But perhaps we tend to dwell on the darker aspects of life to the detriment of the
undoubted Good News. Jesus’ first words to the disciples were, “Peace be with you.”

Pope Francis was a cheerful man, a man of optimistic faith who said, “Do not be afraid to take
the risk of loving.” He called on all tfrue believers to be a sign of a love that embraces everyone
and turns evil intfo good. Like the early Christians, we must pray together, helping and supporting
one another and celebrating the wonderful fact of Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that we may

have eternal life. Like Thomas, we must affirm our faith in Jesus and say, “My Lord and my God!”
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PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4 Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.

FUNRAISING 2026 - Collection gathered to date: £6,545.00

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Second Sunday of Divine Mercy: We will have the 9-Day Novena Prayer, and on Divine Mercy
Sunday, a special Prayer and Adoration at 2.30 pm, followed by the Divine Mercy Chaplet and
Blessing. Asking God to open the flood gates of His mercy from His Divine and Sacred Heart in
Stanwell.

TUESDAY HOLY MASS TIMING: Please note as the priest are busy in Ashford for Pentecost Retreat
the Mass will in the Moring at 9.30am on Tuesday 14th April 2026.

On Tuesday, 14t April 2026 at 6.00 pm, we have a in St Michael’s Church,
Ashford, guided by Joseph Edattu V.C., Director of the Divine Retreat Centre, UK, beginning with
Holy Mass, Adoration, Preaching, Praise and Worship and Blessings. It is a free event; you are
welcome to join in. Please find the poster in the Entrance of the Church.




FUNDRAISING

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: hitps://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

for Fr Shaun Church and the parishioners of St Francis de Sales, Hampton Hill, in the Upper Thames
Deanery.

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation
may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with
understanding and prayer.



https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Mass Intentions 12th — 19t April 2026

Sun 12t (Divine Mercy Sunday)
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Mousinho Diourado — RIP
10.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass - Joice
02.30 pm  Adoration for Divine Mercy Feast

Mon 13t 06.00 pm
Tues 14th 09.30 am  Thomas Plammoothil — RIP (Death Anniversary)
06.00 pm  Pentecost Retreat @Ashford - St Michael’s
Wed 15t 09.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass - Genida Lobo's Birthday
Fri 17th 06.00 pm
Sat  18th 06.00 pm  Thanksgiving Mass — Fey Worley
Sun 12t
10.30 am

This Sunday’s readings, 12th April - 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2; 42-47; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20; 19-31

Next Sunday’s readings 19t April — 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2; 14, 22-23; 1 Peter 1: 17-21; Luke 24; 13-35

Pope Leo XIV's Tweet Message: “I renew my invitation for everyone to join me for the Prayer Vigil
for Peace, which we will celebrate in St. Peter’s Basilica on Saturday, April 11, at 6:00 PM Rome

time. #PrayTogether #Peace”
08t April 2026

The month of April is dedicated to
HOLY SPIRIT

To believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess that the Holy Spirit is one of the persons of the Holy Trinity,

consubstantial with the Father and the Son: “with the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church)
The Holy Spirit is the Person of Love in the life of God. He is also like a breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from
which we draw the breath of life. On the day of Pentecost, the Divine Spirit communicated such an abundance
of life to the whole Church that to symbolise it, “there came a sound from heaven, as of a violent wind coming,
and it filled the whole house where they (the Apostles) were sitting.”
But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has come, for the group in the
Cenacle represented the whole Church. The Holy Spirit came fo §
remain with the Church forever. This is the promise of Jesus Himself. [ 718
He dwells in the Church permanently and unfailingly, performing in
it without ceasing His action of life-giving and sanctification. He
establishes the Church infallibly in the fruth. It is He Who makes the
Church blossom forth with a marvellous supernatural fruitfulness, for
He brings to life and full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, and Confessors
those heroic virtues which are one of the marks of frue sanctity.




