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Third Sunday of Easter 
19th April 2026 

 

“Their eyes were kept from recognising him.” 
 

Looking into the face of a newborn baby is a lovely experience. The fascination is often mutual: 

newborns seem instinctively drawn to gaze into people’s faces. Human survival depends on our 

ability to distinguish one from another. Some are better at it than others. A condition called 

prosopagnosia, or face-blindness, leaves a small percentage of people unable to tell faces apart, 

even those of their immediate family. At the other extreme are the so-called “super-recognisers” 

who possess the uncanny gift of remembering every single face they have ever seen! The abilities 

of most of us lie somewhere in between. The average person can pick out friends and loved ones 

in a crowd, but tends not to notice unfamiliar faces. 

Recognition depends not just on appearance, but also upon a person’s voice and mannerisms. 

Just as important is the context in which we encounter them. “I’m sure I know that face!” people 

are often heard to say as they struggle to recall a name. Meeting someone we know in a place 

we do not expect to see them can easily befuddle the brain. Fatigue or distractedness may further 

reduce the ability to recognise someone we know. Our attention might be drawn elsewhere, or 

our minds taken up with something. It is quite possible to walk absent-mindedly past a friend and 

not notice them at all. 

Jesus had to get used to not being recognised in those first days after Easter. Even those who 

knew him well were no longer sure who he was. Perhaps his appearance had changed. More 

likely, the disciples were too exhausted, mentally and emotionally, to grasp that this was actually 

Jesus. Mary, one of his closest friends, mistook him for a gardener. 

As for Cleopas and the other disciple who encountered him on the road to Emmaus, they could 

hardly be called “super-recognisers”. Today’s Gospel describes them quitting Jerusalem, the 

scene of the crucifixion, despondent and embittered. God had let them down, they thought. 

Preoccupied, they hardly noticed the fellow traveller walking beside them. When he tried to join 

in their conversation, they reacted impatiently. 

Only gradually did it dawn upon them that this stranger was Jesus. They had warmed to him as 

he explained the scriptures, helping them grasp that their Master’s death and resurrection were 

meant to be. Still unaware of his identity, they invited him to stay. Only then, in the breaking of the 

bread, did they recognise who he was. Meals can have that effect of turning strangers into friends. 

Jesus had become suddenly familiar in this intimate setting. He was alive! Recognising his 

presence brought them alive, too. The two who left Jerusalem so dejectedly now sped back to 

the city to spread the good news. 

Many are the encounters on life’s journey. People pass us by; all too soon, they disappear. We 

may wish we had let them into our conversation more or offered warmer hospitality. Not all fellow 

travellers make pleasant companions, of course, but today’s Gospel calls us to be “super-

recognisers”, who see the face of Jesus in everyone we meet. Each time a fleeting encounter is 

allowed to become something more, we invite in the risen Lord and ask him to stay. 

Feeling let down, however, can close people’s eyes and hearts until they no longer 

acknowledge one another at all. You may sympathise with the two disciples who failed to 
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recognise anything special about the stranger at their side. They did not want to know him. That 

road from Jerusalem to Emmaus was the road of disillusion. It led from ardent devotion towards 

loss of faith; further still, perhaps, to despair. Jesus will always overtake any disciple on that road 

and help them retrace their steps. Faith is restored and deepened by a personal encounter with 

the Risen Lord. He rekindles cold hearts to believe again, to love again. Do not be slow of heart, 

he is saying to us now: trust in God’s eternal purposes. 

Jesus will undoubtedly appear to us today, whether or not we are predisposed to recognise 

him. Some kind word or gesture from those around us will surely reveal his love. Whenever two or 

three come together in his name, Jesus promises to draw near. He was standing close as we 

listened to his Word; now he invites us to receive him in Holy Communion. Don’t let him pass by. 

Invite him to stay! 
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £7,200.15 
 

Palm Sunday – Loose: £321.43 and Envelope: £13.00. 

Maundy Thursday – Loose: £327.81 and Envelope: £0.00. 

Good Friday (retiring Collection for the Holy Land) – Loose: £634.14 

Easter Sunday – Loose: £1329.52 and Envelope: £23.00. 

2nd Sunday of Easter – Loose: £218.01 and Envelope: £18.00. 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Solemnity of St George, Patron of England, Thursday 23rd April. We will celebrate this Feast with 

Mass at 9.30 am on Thursday. 
 

Paul John Jacobs RIP. The funeral of Paul John Jacobs will take place at St David’s Church, 

Stanwell, on Tuesday, 28th April at 11.30 am. 
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FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

for Fr Shaun Church and the parishioners of St Francis de Sales, Hampton Hill, in the Upper Thames 

Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation 

may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with 

understanding and prayer.  
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Mass Intentions 29th – 26th April 2026 
 

Sun 19th Third Sunday of Easter 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass – Fey Worley 

     10.30 am  

Mon 20th    06.00 pm  

Tues 21st    09.30 am Rachel Luis Birthday & Soul of Rezly Luis Avelit 

Wed 22nd    09.30 am  

Thurs 23rd St George, Martyr, Patron of England 

     09.30 am  

Fri 24th  Ss Erkenwald and Mellitus (Diocesan) 

      06.00 pm  

Sat 25th     06.00 pm  

Sun 26th Fourth Sunday of Easter 

     10.30 am Mr Cruz da Costa – RIP & Mr Walter Da Costa - RIP 
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 19th April – 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2; 14, 22-23; 1 Peter 1: 17-21; Luke 24; 13-35 

Next Sunday’s readings 26th April – 4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 2: 20b-23; John 10: 1-10 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “When we seem to be sinking, overcome by adverse forces, when 

everything appears bleak, and we feel alone and weak, Jesus is always with us, stronger than any 

power of evil. In every storm, He comes to us and repeats: “I am here with you: do not be afraid.” 

With Him, we can get up after every fall and not allow ourselves to be stopped by any tempest. 

We therefore advance with courage and trust. #ApostolicJourney #Cameroon” Link HERE 
18th April 2026 

 

 

The month of April is dedicated to 

HOLY SPIRIT 
 

 To believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess that the Holy Spirit is one of the persons of the Holy Trinity, 

consubstantial with the Father and the Son: “with the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.” 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church) 

The Holy Spirit is the Person of Love in the life of God. He is also like a breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from 

which we draw the breath of life. On the day of Pentecost, the Divine Spirit communicated such an abundance 

of life to the whole Church that to symbolise it, “there came a sound from heaven, as of a violent wind coming, 

and it filled the whole house where they (the Apostles) were sitting.” 

But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has come, for the group in the 

Cenacle represented the whole Church. The Holy Spirit came to 

remain with the Church forever. This is the promise of Jesus Himself. 

He dwells in the Church permanently and unfailingly, performing in 

it without ceasing His action of life-giving and sanctification. He 

establishes the Church infallibly in the truth. It is He Who makes the 

Church blossom forth with a marvellous supernatural fruitfulness, for 

He brings to life and full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, and Confessors 

those heroic virtues which are one of the marks of true sanctity. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/homilies/2026/documents/20260418-camerun-messa-yaounde.html

