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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
26th April 2026 

 

“I am the door of the sheep.” 
 

In 2017, a burglar climbing through the bathroom window of a house in Greater Manchester 

became stuck and needed the fire brigade to rescue him. The police subsequently declared it 

their easiest-ever arrest – and the media all featured the embarrassingly funny photograph of the 

trapped burglar! 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus compares two kinds of people: the shepherd who enters the sheepfold 

by the gate, calls the sheep and leads them out to fresh pastures, and the thieves and bandits 

who sneak into the sheepfold, planning to steal the animals. Jesus’ listeners recognised this image. 

In first-century Palestine, sheepfolds were enclosed spaces, often stone-walled, where multiple 

flocks might be kept overnight. A gatekeeper would guard the entrance, often by lying across 

the gap, and in the morning, each shepherd would call his own sheep. Remarkably, the sheep 

responded only to the familiar voice, refusing to follow a stranger. 

Jesus uses this example to reveal something extraordinary about himself. He is both the 

shepherd and the gate. As a shepherd, he knows his sheep intimately. He calls them by name, 

leading them not into danger, but into pasture, into freedom, into life. As the gate, he is the way 

in and the way out. Through him, the sheep find safety, nourishment and belonging. 

Today’s Gospel is about us, rather than sheep and shepherds. We are the sheep. And Jesus 

truly knows us: our names, stories, wounds and hopes, the paths we’ve walked, the burdens we 

carry, the fears that keep us awake at night. He calls us not as a crowd, but personally, lovingly, 

by name. In a world where we are often reduced to numbers, usernames or roles, Jesus reminds 

us that we are not anonymous. We are not lost in the crowd. We are his. 

But Jesus also warns us. Some voices do not lead to life. There are thieves and bandits – those 

who climb in by another way. These are the voices that promise fulfilment but leave us empty, that 

say our worth depends on our productivity, that whisper we are not enough, that tempt us to 

despair, to cynicism and to self-reliance at the expense of grace. 

To know the Shepherd’s voice, we must spend time with Jesus in prayer, scripture, silence and 

community. The more we listen, the more we learn to recognise the tone of his love, the quality of 

his mercy, the rhythm of his peace. And then comes the promise: “I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly.” Not just survival. Not just getting by. Abundant life. Life that overflows 

with grace, with purpose, with joy. Life rooted in the security of being loved and led by the Good 

Shepherd. This abundance is not measured by wealth or success. It is not the absence of suffering. 

It is the presence of Christ in all things. It is the peace that comes from knowing we are held, even 

in the valley of the shadow of death. It is the freedom to love without fear, to serve without seeking 

reward, to live with open hands and open hearts. 

Jesus is the gate. Not a barrier, but an opening. Not a wall, but a welcome. Jesus doesn’t trap 

us so that someone else must rescue us. Instead, through him we enter into the heart of God and 

are led out into the world to bear witness to love which is greater than we can possibly imagine. 

So today, let us ask ourselves: whose voice are we following? Which gates are we entering? Are 
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we listening for the Shepherd who calls us by name? To follow Jesus means entrusting ourselves to 

his care, even when we cannot see the path ahead. 

And let us remember that we are not alone. We are part of a flock, a community, a people 

called and cherished by God. Jesus guards us like the shepherd at the gate, protecting the fold 

of our families, our Church, our wounded world. He does not abandon us when danger comes; he 

lays down his life for us. Through his cross, he literally becomes the gate, the threshold between 

death and life, sin and forgiveness, darkness and light. Together, we follow his voice. Together, we 

walk through the gate that is Christ. And together we discover that in him even the most ordinary 

pasture becomes holy ground – and even the thief can be rescued and receive a second chance. 
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £7,200.15 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Sunday is the fourth Sunday of the month, so after the 10.30 am Holy Mass, we have the 

church cleaning. 
 

Paul John Jacobs RIP. The funeral of Paul John Jacobs will take place at St David’s Church, 

Stanwell, on Tuesday, 28th April at 11.30 am. 
 

PRIEST TRAINING FUND Collection 25/25 April 2026. We will take up this annual diocesan collection 

this weekend. Please place your donations in the free-standing donations box at the back of the 

church, by the book trolleys. You will find Gift Aid donation envelopes in the narthex. There is also 

a QR code on the envelopes and the poster in the narthex. – Please continue to pray for those 

being called to the priesthood, those in formation and for the courage to respond to the call. 

Copies of the diocesan vocation prayer can be found on top of the donations box. 
 

Fire Marshalls/Wardens. We are looking for volunteers to serve as Fire Marshalls at weekend Masses 

and special events at St David’s, working alongside the Parish Council members. Full training will 

be given. If you are interested, please contact Shenda in the parish office on 01784 252230 or 

stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk. 
 

mailto:stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk
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Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral on 

Saturday, 23rd May 2026 at 2:30 pm. The Archbishop is inviting all couples in the Diocese, who are 

celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding 

anniversaries of Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please give the 

following details to Shenda in the parish office: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full 

postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).  
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

for Fr Shaun Church and the parishioners of St Francis de Sales, Hampton Hill, in the Upper Thames 

Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation 

may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with 

understanding and prayer.  
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Mass Intentions 26th April – 03rd May 2026 
 

Sun 26th Fourth Sunday of Easter 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  

     10.30 am Mr Cruz da Costa – RIP & Mr Walter Da Costa - RIP 

Mon 27th    06.00 pm  

Tues 28th    06.00 pm  

Wed 29th St Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 

     09.30 am  

Fri 01st  St Joseph – The Worker 

      06.00 pm  

Sat 02nd    06.00 pm  

Sun 03rd Fifth Sunday of Easter 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 26th April – 4th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2: 14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 2: 20b-23; John 10: 1-10 

Next Sunday’s readings 03rd May – 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 6: 1-7; 1 Peter 2: 4-9; John 14: 1-12 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “Being a Christian in politics does not mean being overtly 

confessional. Instead, it means allowing the Gospel to guide the decisions that have to be made, 

even those that may not attract easy consensus.” Link HERE 
25th April 2026 

 

 

The month of April is dedicated to 

HOLY SPIRIT 
 

 To believe in the Holy Spirit is to profess that the Holy Spirit is one of the persons of the Holy Trinity, 

consubstantial with the Father and the Son: “with the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.” 

(Catechism of the Catholic Church) 

The Holy Spirit is the Person of Love in the life of God. He is also like a breath, an aspiration of infinite Love, from 

which we draw the breath of life. On the day of Pentecost, the Divine Spirit communicated such an abundance 

of life to the whole Church that to symbolise it, “there came a sound from heaven, as of a violent wind coming, 

and it filled the whole house where they (the Apostles) were sitting.” 

But it is also for us that the Holy Spirit has come, for the group in the 

Cenacle represented the whole Church. The Holy Spirit came to 

remain with the Church forever. This is the promise of Jesus Himself. 

He dwells in the Church permanently and unfailingly, performing in 

it without ceasing His action of life-giving and sanctification. He 

establishes the Church infallibly in the truth. It is He Who makes the 

Church blossom forth with a marvellous supernatural fruitfulness, for 

He brings to life and full fruition in Virgins, Martyrs, and Confessors 

those heroic virtues which are one of the marks of true sanctity. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2026/april/documents/20260425-ppe.html

