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Pentecost Sunday 
24th May 2026 

 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.’” John 20:21 
 

Fake news. We hear so much about that. And not surprisingly, it’s a difficult time to know what’s 

really going on. Media outlets represent different views of reality; the number of extremist groups 

is rising; and for some, this is also a confusing time to be a Catholic Christian, as we are increasingly 

polarised between “right” and “left”. We live in confusing times! So, where is the truth of the matter? 

Well, of course, history repeats itself. It’s true that as Catholics, we are not being hunted down and 

executed, as so many who fought for freedom of belief and truth were five hundred years ago. 

Most Christians, particularly in the West, are not persecuted for their faith – unlike many people 

with whom we are in communion and solidarity in other parts of the world. There is, however, a 

polite indifference and occasional hostility to people of faith here in the West. Our lives are very 

different from those first disciples who gathered in Jerusalem fifty days after Christ’s resurrection, 

but these are also challenging times for many Christians. 

Well, on this great feast day, we’re summoned to go right back to the birth of the Church. 

We’ve been here before. We share the confusion of the first Christians from different parts of the 

world, who rub shoulders with so many different ethnic groups. Searching for truth, they struggle 

to win their freedom in the melting pot of Roman-occupied Jerusalem, conscious of the Jewish 

religion with its laws, customs, scriptures and heritage from which they come. They search for a 

way to be authentic to the truth of Jesus Christ’s kingdom on this earth. But now he is gone, and 

confusion surely sets in. 

We’re surely called to attend carefully to the Pentecost experience, fifty days after we celebrate 

the resurrection. The Holy Spirit is sent into the world to be our helper amid the confusion, the 

struggle to believe and live according to the values of the kingdom; the struggle to proclaim truth 

rather than fake news. What do we notice happens on our Church's birthday? 

Firstly, everyone’s invited – that’s tough because many of us in our communities today might 

feel excluded for one reason or another. But the message is that absolutely no one is left out; the 

Church is inclusive at its core. But not just inclusive in the way we use the word. No, it runs much 

deeper than social inclusion for community cohesion; that everyone’s welcome and respected 

for their God-given dignity is part and parcel of what makes the Church truly Catholic. 

Secondly, everyone can understand each other – another ideal which is hard to live up to, 

especially in this age of fake news. But this is a reversal of Babel, where all were confused and 

unable to understand not just what language the other was speaking, but also what they were 

desperate to say, to represent, to bring to the community. 

A truly Catholic Church is one in which everyone is listened to, heard and incorporated into the 

one Body. It’s worth asking on this great feast – which takes us back to the very beginnings of the 

Church – how do we understand our role in the Church? My role, our role, our personal call and 

responsibility? Every single one of us? How do we draw others in to unite in one Body, breaking 

down barriers to understand one another? What are the barriers even between us as Catholics? 
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And what are the opportunities for building bridges? There are surely many opportunities. A desire 

to welcome, to listen, to draw others into our one Catholic Body of Christ emerged strongly in the 

experience of the Synod on Synodality. 

As we celebrate our birthday as the Church, may our prayer be that we are more closely 

united as a faith community, gathered with Christ as our Head, with worship and the celebration 

of the Mass at its heart. The Spirit inspires us to bring this Christ and his values to our troubled 

world. Pentecost teaches us that wherever we come from, we are part of that one Body and 

have a role in carrying out that mission. The Church present here in our local parishes is a real 

symbol of the universal Church, called to be a powerhouse of mission and of service, called to 

bring the Spirit of peace and truth to all.           © Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £9,275.00 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

First Holy Communion – Let us include our children in your cherished prayers as they prepare to 

receive it on Saturday, 30th May. I deeply appreciate all the catechists of our Parish for dedicating 

their valuable time to guiding the children towards this sacred moment of encountering Christ in 

the Eucharist. 
 

Youth Mass              : Hey young people!               Bring your prayers, dreams, and hopes to the Lord for 

Sunday, June 14th, 2026. Mark your calendar for this date as Fr. Anthony Crux Jesu Dass leads a 

special Youth Mass. Join us and help create a memorable celebration for the entire parish youth! 

Let's make this event unforgettable!                         
 

            Parish International Night       
 

Saturday, 20th June 2026 @7:00 pm (after Saturday Holy Mass),     St David’s Parish Hall. 

Join us for an unforgettable evening of global flavours, vibrant music, and community spirit! 
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      Entry Ticket will be sold; Adults: £10; Children (6 to 12): £5; Under 6: Free – bring a dish to share 

from your culture           or simply come and taste. Dress in your traditional attire               – let’s 

celebrate our beautiful diversity!  
 

Save the date to your calendar now, 

you won’t want to miss this night of unity & joy!                   
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be 

committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has access to quality food.  
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Mass Intentions 24th – 31st May 2026 
 

Sun 24th Pentecost Sunday 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm Adriel Valcan D’Costa 7th Birthday Thanksgiving mass 

     10.30 am Thanksgiving Mass for Jacob Leitao. 

Mon 25th Mary, Mother of the Church 

     06.00 pm Melissa Mongan - RIP 

Tues 26th St Philip Neri, Priest 

     06.00 pm  

Wed 27th St Augustine of Canterbury 

     09.30 am  

Fri 29th     06.00 pm  

Sat 30th     06.00 pm  

Sun 31st Holy Trinity Sunday 

     10.30 am Rev Fr Caetano Francisco Cardoso – RIP 

Personal Intention (Wedding Ann. Rohan & Aiza) 
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 24th May – Pentecost Sunday 

(Mass book page 278 Sat Vigil or 288 on Sunday) 

Acts 2: 1-11; 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-7, 12-13; John 20: 19-23 

Next Sunday’s readings 31st May – Holy Trinity Sunday 

Exodus 34: 4b-6, 8-9;2 Corinthians 13: 11-14; John 3: 16-18 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “No nation, no society, and no international order can call itself 

just and humane if it measures its success solely by power or prosperity while neglecting those who 

live at the margins. Indeed, Christ’s love for the least and the forgotten compels us to reject every 

form of selfishness that leaves the poor and the vulnerable invisible.”  
21th May 2026 

 

 

The month of May is dedicated to 

MARY 
 

 During this month of May, we pay special honour to our Blessed 

Mother. In 1965, Pope Paul VI wrote a short encyclical on the month of 

May. He wrote that May is an occasion for a “moving tribute of faith and 

love which Catholics in every part of the world pay to the Queen of 

Heaven. During this month, Christians, both in church and in the privacy 

of the home, offer Mary, from their hearts, an especially fervent and loving 

homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of 

God’s mercy come down to us from her throne in greater abundance.” 

 

All honour that we give to Mary is ordered to, and leads to, the adoration 

of God. Devotion to Mary fosters within us a faithful adherence to her Son. 

When we crown images of Mary, we are honouring her. In honouring 

Mary, we are ultimately praising God for the grace He bestowed on her.  


