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“And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent”.

Many of us have seen the film of Charles Dickens’ book Oliver Twist, directed by David Lean.
Although it was made in 1948, it's become a classic and is often shown across all sorts of media.
There’s one scene that perhaps everyone remembers, setin the huge, bleak workhouse hall where
the destitute orphans are scraping the last scraps of food from their bowls of gruel. In fear and
trembling, Oliver gets up from the table and takes his bowl to the workhouse master, who's
standing and holding his punishment cane, tapping it in annoyance against his boot. When Oliver
pleads, “Please, sir, | want some more,” the master erupts in anger. And on the workhouse wall,
overlooking this dreadful scene, written in huge letters, are the words, “God is love.” There’s no
love in that workhouse. The authorities have hijacked one of the most profound sayings of the Bible
as a mask for their cruelty. The hypocrisy is not just a cause of hollow laughter but, for an
unbeliever, a cause of cynical contempt.

Those words, “God is love”, come from the first letter of St John in the Bible, and we've just heard
from John today in our Gospel reading. As we know, John's Gospel has a different tone from
Matthew, Mark and Luke. While they largely concentrate on what Jesus says and does, John is
more reflective. Today's reading comes from what is known as the Last Supper Discourse, in which
Jesus reveals his thoughts to the apostles before his arrest and crucifixion. But the chapter we've
just read is almost like eavesdropping on a conversation between God the Son, made man, and
God the Father. In his prayer, Jesus embraces all of us who hear and accept his word. It's as if
we're taken up into the Trinity while we're still here on earth. Jesus says, “And this is eternal life,
that they know you the only tfrue God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” He goes on, I am
praying... for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are
mine, and | am glorified in them”. And the “them”, of course, are “us,” if we believe.

In John's first letter, John tells us something we might find difficult to accept. He says, “he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen”. We might
think, “That’s a nice pious thought, but John doesn’t know the sort of brother that | have to put up
with”. Please don’t look around at one another. Our relation to other people can be a problem.
One way to tackle it might be to move from a straight line to a triangle. The straight line is when
our relationship is just between the two of us and it may be difficult. The triangle comes into play
when we pray to God for the other person, not about him or her, and we hope he or she will pray
for us. So, our relationship is changed; it is mediated by God. It might take time, but it will be
moving in the right direction. If you have time today or during the week, I'd recommend reading
the First Letter of St John for yourselves. | think you'd be encouraged by it.

Today is World Communications Day, a time for us to reflect on how we use or are affected by
technological developments. Pope Leo has chosen “Preserving human voices and faces” as its
theme. In essence, this means that developments in social communication pose new challenges
to the defence of human dignity, justice and labour. And whatever their possibilities, new
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technologies, to quote the Vatican document, “cannot replace the uniquely human capacities
for empathy, ethics and moral responsibility”. Many years ago, a satirical magazine had a photo
of a row of empty chairs in a waiting room. The caption read, “Pass it on: the robots took over at
midnight.” Our role is to resist the robots and focus on people. Perhaps we could put a sign reading
“God is love” on our computer screens, as a screensaver, and on our phones too. It could remind
us that there are too many workhouse masters online, ready to use their canes on vulnerable

people.
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4t Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.

FUNRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £9,275.00

- Loose: £333.00 and Envelope: £23.00.
- Loose: £359.22 and Envelope: £18.00.

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Sunday is the Third Sunday of the month, so after the 10.30 am Holy Mass, we have Tea and
Coffee in the Parish Hall.

First Holy Communion - Let us include our children in your cherished prayers as they prepare to
receive it in two weeks' time. | deeply appreciate all the catechists of our Parish for dedicating
their valuable time to guiding the children towards this sacred moment of encountering Christ in
the Euchairist.

Youth Mass &-: Hey young people! Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 14th, 2026, as Fr. Anthony
Crux Jesu Dass leads a special Youth Mass. «# Bring your prayers, dreams, and hopes to the Lord
and let's make this event unforgettable! * - Join us and help create a memorable celebration for
the entire parish youth! &

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral on
Saturday, 2314 May 2026 at 2:30 pm. The Archbishop is inviting all couples in the Diocese, who are
celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding
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anniversaries of Catholic marriage in 2026. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please give the
following details to Shenda in the parish office: husband and wife's names, wedding date, full
postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).

FUNDRAISING

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: hitps://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.
For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery.

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be
committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has access to quality food.



https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Mass Intentions 17th — 24th May 2026

Sun 17t
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Thanksgiving Mass by Charleston & Tiona Lourenco
10.30am  V.T. Thomas - RIP
Mon 18th 06.00 pm Anna Maureen Sedeni Arceo - RIP
Tues 19t 06.00 pm
Wed 20th 09.30am  Helena Mendes - Good Health
Personal Intention (Bernard’s Birthday) Intention.
Fri 22nd 06.00 pm
Sat 23« 06.00 pm  Adriel Valcan D'Costa 7th Birthday Thanksgiving mass
Sun 24t

10.30 am

This Sunday’s readings, 17th May - 7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:12-14; 1 Peter 4: 13-16; John 17: 1-11a

Next Sunday’s readings 24th May - Pentecost Sunday
Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3: 15-18; John 14: 15-21

Pope Leo XIV's Tweet Message: “At a time when our world is afflicted by so many conflicts,
particularly in the Middle East, Christians must, more than ever, strive for full unity so that we may
bear witness together to the Prince of Peace. In doing so, we can be confident in the powerful
intercession and example of the countless martyrs who have suffered for the name of Christ.

#ChristianUnity"
15t May 2026

The month of May is dedicated to
MARY

During this month of May, we pay special honour to our Blessed
Mother. In 1965, Pope Paul VI wrote a short encyclical on the month of
“May. He wrote that May is an occasion for a “moving tribute of faith and
love which Catholics in every part of the world pay to the Queen of
eaven. During this month, Christians, both in church and in the privacy
~ of the home, offer Mary, from their hearts, an especially fervent and loving
- homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of
~ God's mercy come down to us from her throne in greater abundance.”

% All honour that we give to Mary is ordered to, and leads to, the adoration
of God. Devotion to Mary fosters within us a faithful adherence to her Son.
- When we crown images of Mary, we are honouring her. In honouring
~ Mary, we are ultimately praising God for the grace He bestowed on her.



