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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
10th May 2026 

 

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” 
 

Love, love changes everything: hands and faces, earth and sky. 

Love, love changes everything: how you live and how you die… 

Nothing in the world will ever be the same. 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s song Love Changes Everything was released in 1989 and immediately 

soared in the charts, not because of Michael Ball’s beautiful singing voice, but because people 

automatically recognised the truth of its message. Somehow, the song expressed the reality of 

love for those who had experienced it and for those who longed for the love which they might 

never have known. 

We can only guess how the disciples felt when Jesus told them that he was leaving them. Within 

hours, he would also feel deserted and, on the cross, would cry out in agony, “My God! My God, 

why have you forsaken me?” St Teresa of Calcutta once remarked, “Being unwanted, unloved, 

uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much greater hunger, a much greater 

poverty than the person who has nothing to eat.” That is why, while telling his disciples that he is 

leaving them, Jesus declares an undying love that will not abandon them to empty hearts and 

lonely lives. In his departure, they will come to know a love greater than they could ever have 

imagined. Their lives will change, and nothing will ever be the same – precisely because love 

changes everything. Someone once remarked that God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, 

but Jesus, realising that they were difficult to follow, reduced them to one – the most challenging 

of all: to love God and love your neighbour as yourself. In today’s Gospel, Jesus declares his love 

for his disciples – but he isn’t trying to generate a “feel good factor”, a warm, fuzzy feeling that will 

make his followers feel that everything is alright with the world. When Jesus speaks of love, he’s 

talking about showing it in action: in offering mercy to those who are hurting, justice for those who 

are oppressed, and compassion to those who are lonely. 

If his disciples regularly misunderstand Jesus’ teaching and are not the ideal role models for the 

days that lie ahead, Jesus knows that they need support. He has just offered a challenge so great 

that, by themselves, his disciples will be helpless. That is why he will not leave them alone: they will 

have the Holy Spirit to comfort, lead and guide them in peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness 

and wisdom. Through the Holy Spirit, they will literally live in the very heart of God. Inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, they will come to understand Jesus’ message of love as God intends it. They will be 

unable to see Jesus, but they will find that his words will make sense and that he lives in their hearts 

and minds in ways they had never expected. They will come to realise why Jesus and his Father 

were inseparable. 

If Andrew Lloyd Webber’s song declares that “love changes everything”, Burt Bacharach wrote 

of “those chains that bind you” and promises “enough germs to catch pneumonia”, – but that’s 

also true, isn’t it? What primary-school parents and teachers don’t pick up the same bugs as the 

little ones in their care? Does a five-year-old need social distancing or love and encouragement? 

Jesus’ love is not about relationships in which people are kept at a distance; it’s about rolling up 

our sleeves and being prepared to get our hands dirty. The truth is that we are bound to each 
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other. True love is strong and isn’t measured or distributed in small packets. Again, using the words 

of Andrew Lloyd Webber, where there’s love, “pain is deeper than before” – but somehow, we 

know that it’s worth it. If a small child falls over in a playground, nobody in their right senses 

abandons them to their sobs and bleeding knees. COVID and lockdown showed us how people 

looked out for each other – and if goodness is often visible in our ordinary, everyday lives, how 

much greater it is when our love also radiates the Holy Spirit of love. 
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £7,590.15 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday is the Third Sunday of the month, so after the 10.30 am Holy Mass, we have Tea and 

Coffee in the Parish Hall. 
 

Lawrence Anthony Walter Pinto RIP. The funeral of Lawrence Pinto will take place at St David’s 

Church, Stanwell, on Wednesday, 13th May at 2.00 pm. 
 

Please note: The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord, Thursday, 14th May. There will be Mass at 

9.15 am at St Michael’s, and at St David’s, Mass at 7.00 pm. It is also a Holy Day of Obligation. 
 

Fire Marshalls/Wardens. We are looking for volunteers to serve as Fire Marshalls at weekend Masses 

and special events at St David’s, working alongside the Parish Council members. Full training will 

be given. If you are interested, please contact Shenda in the parish office on 01784 252230 or 

stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk. 
 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony at Westminster Cathedral on 

Saturday, 23rd May 2026 at 2:30 pm. The Archbishop is inviting all couples in the Diocese, who are 

celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding 

anniversaries of Catholic marriage in 2026.  If you are celebrating an anniversary, please give the 

following details to Shenda in the parish office: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full 

postal address and contact email (or telephone number, if no email).  
 

mailto:stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk
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FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

For Canon Peter Newby and the parishioners of St Margarets in the Upper Thames Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be 

committed to avoiding wasting food, and to ensuring that everyone has access to quality food.  
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Mass Intentions 10th – 17th May 2026 
 

Sun 10th Sixth Sunday of Easter 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  

     10.30 am  

Mon 11th    06.00 pm  

Tues 12th    06.00 pm Maria Lorela Sedenio - Mas- Thanksgiving Mass 

Wed 13th    09.30 am  

Thurs 14th Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

     07.00 pm  

Fri 15th     06.00 pm Sheldon Jonas - Good Health 

Sat 16th     06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass by Charleston & Tiona Lourenco 

Sun 17th Seventh Sunday of Easter 

     10.30 am V.T. Thomas – RIP 
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 10th May – 6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8: 5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3: 15-18; John 14: 15-21 

Next Sunday’s readings 17th May – 7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:12-14; 1 Peter 4: 13-16; John 17: 1-11a 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “You are part of a story of love—that of the Lord for His people—

which began before you and does not end with you. You are part of it as unique and necessary 

pieces. You are part of it so that you may kindle a light, even amid the dense patterns of darkness. 

#PastoralVisit #Naples” Pope Leo’s Full message click HERE 
08th May 2026 

 

 

The month of May is dedicated to 

MARY 
 

 During this month of May, we pay special honour to our Blessed 

Mother. In 1965, Pope Paul VI wrote a short encyclical on the month of 

May. He wrote that May is an occasion for a “moving tribute of faith and 

love which Catholics in every part of the world pay to the Queen of 

Heaven. During this month, Christians, both in church and in the privacy 

of the home, offer Mary, from their hearts, an especially fervent and loving 

homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of 

God’s mercy come down to us from her throne in greater abundance.” 

 

All honour that we give to Mary is ordered to, and leads to, the adoration 

of God. Devotion to Mary fosters within us a faithful adherence to her Son. 

When we crown images of Mary, we are honouring her. In honouring 

Mary, we are ultimately praising God for the grace He bestowed on her.  

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/it/speeches/2026/may/documents/20260508-napoli-visita-duomo.html

