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Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(11th Sunday of the OT) 

14th June 2026 
 

‘You shall be my treasured possession.’ 
 

Last year on 19 October, one of the most audacious heists of all time took place in Paris, France. 

Thieves broke into the Louvre Museum during opening hours and escaped with some of the 

country’s most treasured possessions. Disguising themselves as workmen, they simply climbed a 

ladder and entered through an upstairs window. Visitors looked on open-mouthed as the robbers 

emptied display cabinets containing France’s crown jewels. Within minutes, they were speeding 

along the Seine on motor scooters, taking with them a collection of royal finery valued at eighty-

eight million euros. 

The stolen items are unlikely to be recovered because those glittering tiaras and necklaces will 

by now have been broken up. Their value in criminal circles is no more than the market price of 

the individual gems. To the people of France, however, the historical and cultural worth of such 

exquisite pieces is inestimable. They are works of art, once worn by famous figures who shaped 

France’s history. The nation has been robbed of its heritage. 

Many people have an emotional attachment to some treasured possession, though it may be 

of negligible monetary value and mean little to anyone else. Nevertheless, a personal item often 

has a story to tell. Its association with a loved one or with some proud moment in a person’s life 

renders it unique… irreplaceable… priceless. 

Where is God’s treasure to be found? Not in things, but in people. ‘All the earth is mine,’ says the 

Lord in our first reading, yet ‘you shall be my treasured possession’. Only Jesus fully understood 

how much God prizes humanity, including those on the margins of society who, in his day, were 

considered worthless. Jesus’ mission was to demonstrate the infinite breadth of God’s embrace. 

He was certain that God treasures both those who are wayward and those who are virtuous; 

those who are sick and those who are strong. In today’s Gospel, he compared human beings to 

sheep: vulnerable creatures who panic easily and tend to stray. People need shepherding, not 

condemning. It was why Jesus so readily forgave even the worst sinners and deliberately laid 

hands in healing upon people suffering from incurable diseases. Such miracles were a signal that 

God’s reign was close. The kingdom of heaven was believed to have arrived when impossible 

things began to happen. 

Not everyone rejoiced. Identifying marginalised people as God’s treasured possessions was 

seen at the time to be both ridiculous and offensive, but Jesus was not portraying God as a doting 

parent who indulges sin. On the contrary, he was showing that the love of God is a transformative 

dynamic, for to feel cherished is to be changed. Paul’s letter to the Romans speaks of people who 

once were disobedient to God being joyfully reinstated into the Christian community. ‘You shall 

be to me,’ God says in our first reading, ‘a holy nation.’ 

Until this point, St Matthew’s Gospel focused on the life’s work of Jesus. Now it was the apostles’ 

turn to proclaim God’s kingdom. They were to show God actively at work in people’s lives, 

transforming them into a ‘holy nation’. They were to treasure sinners, not shun them. 

ST DAVID’s RC CHURCH 

64, Everest Road, Stanwell, 

Staines upon Thames, TW19 7EE 

Tel: 01784 252230 

e-Mail: stanwellparish@rcdow.org.uk 

WWW: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/stanwell/ 
 

This parish is part of the Westminster Catholic Diocese Trustee Charity No: 233699 
 

Parish Priest: Fr. Sidon Sagar 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Shenda Holmes 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm 



2 

Showing someone that they matter can indeed work miracles… miracles of the everyday kind, 

where people are seen to change and grow. This is the daily challenge of every parent and 

teacher, though they will tell us what we already know: that it is not always easy to treasure people. 

Even so, today’s Gospel is uncompromising. Jesus instructs his apostles to imitate God’s 

indiscriminate compassion, just as he has done. 

Our Church is now that channel of God’s life-changing love. We may not feel able to heal the 

sick and cleanse lepers, but anyone can heal a relationship if they have the mind to do so, or 

wipe the slate clean by forgiving past wrongs. We may not be called to cast out demons, but we 

can work to rid our society of destructive influences. Raise the dead? Perhaps not, though 

sometimes all it takes is the hand of friendship for someone to feel life is worth living. 

Jesus sends us out to proclaim God’s kingdom, not just in words but by our attitude. As with the 

apostles, he addresses us by name, for each of us has a part to play in creating a society which 

sees the good in people and believes in their potential. Who knows what the outcome might be if 

we were to treasure those around us a little more? They might indeed come alive… so might we! 
© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted 

 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
 

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £10,427.36 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday, Teas and Coffees. Take the time to meet our Parish Team, who will be there to help 

you with registration or ChurchSuite. 
 

This Sunday, 14th June 2026, at 12.00 pm - Youth Mass              : Hey young people!               Bring your 

prayers, dreams, and hopes to the Lord. Join in as Fr. Anthony Cruz Jesu Dass leads this special 

Youth Mass. Join us in prayer for our young people and help them to create a memorable 

celebration for the entire parish youth! Let's make this event unforgettable!                         
 

 

To our devoted parishioners: your generous donations of food, drinks, and countless hours made 

this Youth Mass a beautiful reality—thank you for your professional stewardship and servant hearts 

                                                                         And to every young soul who attended: your presence lit up our gathering; 
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may you always feel Christ walking beside you, now and always                                                                       

Together, you have woven a tapestry of faith, fellowship, and love within St David’s Parish 

                                      May the Lord bless your hands that served and your hearts that sought Him 

this day                                             

With deep gratitude and prayerful joy, we thank you all—parishioners and youth alike—for 

answering His call                                                      
 

 

            Parish International Night       
 

Saturday, 20th June 2026 @7:00 pm (after Saturday Holy Mass),     St David’s Parish Hall. 

Join us for an unforgettable evening of global flavours, vibrant music, and community spirit! 

                                   

      Entry Ticket will be sold; Adults: £10; Children (6 to 12): £5; Under 6: Free – bring a dish to share 

from your culture           or simply come and taste. Dress in your traditional attire               – let’s 

celebrate our beautiful diversity!  
 

Save the date to your calendar now, 

you won’t want to miss this night of unity & joy!                   
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

For Fr Shaun Richards and the parishioners of St John Fisher, Shepperton in the Upper Thames 

Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter and 

dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, 

and personal growth and that the world might grow in compassion.  
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Mass Intentions 14th – 21st June 2026 
 

Sun 14th 11th Sunday in the OT 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass – Lavi and Manu. 

     10.30 am Lawrence Walter Pinto – RIP – Memorial Mass. 

     12.00 pm Youth Mass 

Mon 15th    09.30 am  

Tues 16th    06.00 pm  

Wed 17th    09.30 am Joachin Manuel & Arcangela – RIP 

Fri 19th     06.00 pm  

Sat 20th     06.00 pm  

Sun 21st 12th Sunday in the OT 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 14th June – 11th Sunday in the OT (Mass book page 91) 

Exodus 19: 2-6a; Romans 5: 6-11; Matthew 9: 36 10: 8 

Next Sunday’s readings, 21st June – 12th Sunday in the OT 

Jeremiah 20: 10-13; Romans 5: 12-15; Matthew 10: 26-33 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in God and 

God in him” (1 Jn 4:16). This is the heart of the Gospel, the heart of Christ. Whoever immerses 

themselves in it no longer lives for themselves. I give thanks for the abundant witnesses of faith and 

charity I have experienced on this #ApostolicJourney to #Spain.” 
 

Link to the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIV – Click HERE 
 

10 Takeaways from MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS – Click HERE 
12th June 2026 

 

 

The month of June is dedicated to 

SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
 

In addition to the liturgical celebration, many devotional exercises are 

connected with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Of all devotions, devotion to the 

Sacred Heart was, and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in 

the Church. Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term “Sacred Heart 

of Jesus” denotes the entire mystery of Christ, the totality of his being, and his 

person considered in its most intimate essence: Son of God, uncreated 

wisdom; infinite charity, principle of the salvation and sanctification of 

mankind. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://wherepeteris.com/ten-takeaways-from-magnifica-humanitas/

