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An exhibition of photos by the contemporary British artist Matt Collishaw, entitled ‘Last meal on
Death Row, Texas’, is both deeply disturbing and profoundly moving. There is a clear, common
theme in the series of thirteen works: depictions of the last meals requested by prisoners on Death
Row before their execution. The background of each photo is a sombre black, with the meal, in
colour, gently illuminated, depicted simply. Each picture is accompanied by a brief biography of
the prisoner, describing why they chose their final meal and the date of their execution. The meals
range from a bowl of fruit to grilled seafood, from a fast-food takeaway to a dish of profiteroles
with chocolate. Each meal represents a human story, a crime with its impending punishment, a
victim and the perpetrator, suffering and death: the stories are bleak. The thirteenth and final
photograph, however, offers a profound interpretation of the series, shedding new light on it. It
shows a glass chalice containing wine and an altar-bread, together representing Holy
Communion, the body and blood of Christ. Whilst on death row, this prisoner had become a
Catholic, and the teaching of Jesus that his body and blood are food for eternal life meant
something of supreme importance to him: his last meal was the Eucharist, an act of faith in the
face of death. For the artist, the series of thirteen paintings evokes the Last Supper, the apostles
gathered at table with their Lord.

The Last Supper took place immediately before the betrayal of Jesus, his suffering and his
excruciating death. His discourse to the apostles, however, was about his abiding presence and
the promise of eternal life. Jesus knew that the faith of the apostles would be deeply shaken. How
could their belief in their Lord survive the horrors they would witnesse How could his teachings
survive his own demisee What was the future of their discipleship? St John is the only evangelist
who does not give an account of the Last Supper, but it is his record of the words of Jesus about
his body and blood that draw us further into the mystery of the Eucharist: the link between suffering
and death, the presence of Christ and the promise of eternal life.

The prisoner's choice of Holy Communion as his last meal clearly resonates here. He certainly
wasn’'t a saint, but he could glimpse the immeasurable gift that Jesus Christ offers. This gift is not
simply offered that our soul might be saved, but the bread, the flesh that Jesus gives, is ‘for the life
of the world’. Our Mass, our Eucharist, is not just for ourselves, but for all of God's people. As God
provided food for the journey through the wilderness, God provides food for us: nourishment for
today, and nourishment for ever. It was the earthly Jesus who said: ‘Whoever feeds on my flesh
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day’. It is the risen Christ who
is present in the Euchairist, a living sign of his promise.

When we commit to the Eucharist, our perspective on life is changed: we increasingly become
people who live with the promise of eternal life in our hearts, who live in the Lord as he lives in us,
people of hope, living ‘for the life of the world’. This changes how we live and who we are. When
we commit to the Euchairist, it is because we are aware of our spiritual hunger and know that only
God can satisfy this hunger. We evaluate what is truly important in life and focus less on what
merely distracts us and on what can diminish us. We have the best of all promises before us and
will not be diverted to anything less.



The teaching of Jesus handed down to us by St John is in context: it cannot be separated from
daily life, from the realities of life, from its joys and sorrows, from its beginnings and endings. So the
Mass is given to us; the body and blood of Christ are shared amongst us during our lives, helping
us understand what it means and inspiring us to see how it can be. In committing to the Eucharist,

to the body and blood of the Lord, we make our home in him, and he makes his home in us.
© Redempitorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4t Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.
FUNRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £9,996.00

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Sunday, Teas and Coffees. Take the time to meet our First Holy Communion Children at their
Breakfast Sunday and also our Parish Team, who will be there to help you with registration or
ChurchSuite.

Next Sunday, 14th June 2026, at 12.00 pm - Youth Mass §&=: Hey young people! ¢« Bring your
prayers, dreams, and hopes to the Lord. Join in as Fr. Anthony Cruz Jesu Dass leads this special
Youth Mass. Join us in prayer for our young people and help them to create a memorable
celebration for the entire parish youth! Let's make this event unforgettable! N

% Parish International Night @

Saturday, 20th June 2026 @7:00 pm (after Saturday Holy Mass), © St David's Parish Hall.

Join us for an unforgettable evening of global flavours, vibrant music, and community spirit!
W &

@ Entry Ticket will be sold; Adults: £10; Children (6 to 12): £5; Under é: Free — bring a dish to share
from your culture or simply come and taste. Dress in your traditional attire A = W - let’s
celebrate our beautiful diversity!

Save the date to your calendar now,
you won’t want to miss this night of unity & joy! +« @



FUNDRAISING

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.

Thank you for your contfinued support and care for our church.

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a
child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia
Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: hitps://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

For Fr Shaun Richards and the parishioners of St John Fisher, Shepperton in the Upper Thames
Deanery.

for the Holy Father’'s Prayer Intention that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter and
dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity,
and personal growth and that the world might grow in compassion.
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Mass Intentions 07th — 14t June 2026

Sun 31st
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm
10.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass — Reshma D’'Souza.
Mon 08th 09.30 am
Tues 09th 06.00 pm
Wed 10t 09.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass — Maria Lorella Sedenio-Mas.

Fri 12th  Sacred Heart of Jesus
06.00 pm M. P. Varghese — RIP — 4h Anniversary.
Sat 13t  Mem. Immaculate Heart of Virgin Mary &Feast of St Anthony
06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass — Lavi and Manu.
Sun 14t 10t Sunday in the OT
10.30 am  Lawrence Walter Pinto — RIP — Memorial Mass.
12.00 pm  Youth Mass

This Sunday’s readings, 7th June - Corpus Christi Sunday (Mass book page 83)
Deuteronomy 8: 2-3, 14b-16a; 1 Corinthians 10: 16-17; John 6; 51-58

Next Sunday’s readings, 14th June - 10t Sunday in the OT
Exodus 19: 2-6a; Romans 5: 6-11; Matthew 9: 36 10: 8

Pope Leo XIV's Tweet Message: “In the Eucharist, we find a visible manifestation of the reality that
we are the Church of Christ, His members, His body. We are brothers and sisters in Him. And in
Christ, though many and diverse, we are one: 'In llo uno unum" #CorpusChristi
#MagnificaHumanitas.” Link to the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIV — Click HERE

10 Takeaways from MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS - Click HERE
04t June 2026

The month of June is dedicated to
SACRED HEART OF JESUS

In addition to the liturgical celebration, many devotional exercises are |
connected with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Of all devotions, devotion to the &
Sacred Heart was, and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in §
the Church. Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term “Sacred Heart
of Jesus” denotes the entire mystery of Christ, the totality of his being, and his |
person considered in its most intimate essence: Son of God, uncreated
wisdom; infinite charity, principle of the salvation and sanctification of
mankind.



https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://wherepeteris.com/ten-takeaways-from-magnifica-humanitas/

