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‘Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.’

If you ever want to see the gentleness of strength and the strength of gentleness, watch a first-
time father meet and hold his newborn baby. Until that moment, most men don’t realise their own
potential for tenderness and their ability to limit their show of strength as they hold the tiny, fragile
life in their hands. Even the biggest, strongest individual becomes, in his gentleness, also the
warrior who will protect and defend his child, regardless of the cost to himself - and there is nothing
unmanly about the tears of joy dancing in his eyes. A new mother holds her baby with wonder
and tenderness, amazed to see the life she has carried hidden within her. However, there’s also
the unique reaction of the man who suddenly realises that the infant has changed his identity
forever. He's Daddy - and nothing can ever take that away from him. When a new father holds his
baby for the first ime, he sees somebody he already loves. The baby hasn’t earned that devotion.
Instead, the little one’s very vulnerability inspires the strength of gentleness and love - and that's
what it means to become ‘Daddy’: someone strong, gentle and trustworthy. The new father doesn’t
know what life will hold for his child, but he’s determined to be there beside them, forever and
always.

Jesus called his Father ‘Abba’, the Hebrew word for ‘Daddy’, so in today’'s Gospel, he's
speaking from personal experience in describing God as a loving father who, in his love, has
counted every hair on our head. A human parent can’t imitate God to that extent, but doesn’t a
parent’s love teach us a great deal about God'’s love for us?e

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the disciples that nothing is hidden from God: not the truth of who
we are, the intentions of our hearts, the struggles we carry quietly or the wounds we hide from
others. This is meant to reassure us rather than frighten us, because if God sees everything, then
God also sees us — fully, lovingly, without distortion. God is our Father, holding us in his hands and
loving us beyond anything we can imagine. We sometimes think that our worth depends on our
achievements, reputation, usefulness or strength. But Jesus reminds us that our value is rooted in
something far deeper: the tender gaze of the Father. ‘Even the hairs of your head are all
numbered.’ This is Jesus’ way of saying, ‘You are known completely. You are loved completely.
You are held completely.’

Jesus described the sparrows which his Father protected and defended, although they were so
common that, on the local market, they were literally two-a-penny. He told us that if even sparrows
received the Father’s care, we are worth far more to him than many sparrows. If God notices small
birds, how much more does God see people who are vulnerable, voiceless, marginalised,
forgotten and who feel unseen.

On this Day for Life, we acknowledge that our society often overlooks the value of life when it is
inconvenient, dependent or diminished. We see this in altitudes toward those who are unborn,
elderly, disabled, terminally ill, refugees, homeless or mentally unwell. Fear often whispers that
these lives are too complicated, costly or demanding, forcing us to be quiet when we should
speak, look away when we should draw near, or choose personal comfort over compassion for
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other people. The Gospel calls us to a different vision: a vision where every life is welcomed,
protected and accompanied, where no one is left to suffer alone, where love casts out fear.

This is the heart of the Church’s teaching on the sanctity of life. We do not defend life because
it is useful, successful or strong. We defend life because God sees, loves, and calls it good. From
the first moment of conception to the final breath and at every fragile stage in between, each life
is held in the palm of his hand. Jesus sends us out with the assurance of his Father’s love. ‘Fear not,
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.’

If God holds us so tenderly, then we can also be gentle. If God sees our worth, then we can help
others discover theirs. If God accompanies us in our vulnerability, then we can accompany those
whose lives are fragile or threatened. Every life is held by God, cherished by God, and worth more
than we can ever dream. © Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A2, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4t Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with
you and used in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.

FUNRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £10,628.36

— Loose: £197.53 and Envelope: £15.00.
— Loose: £164.30 and Envelope: £10.00.
11t Sunday in the OT - Loose: £282.77 and Envelope: £15.00.

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Sunday, Teas and Coffees. Take the time to meet our Parish Team, who will be there to help
you with registration or ChurchSuite.

Diocesan Collection for Day for Life, Sunday 21st June. We take up the annual diocesan collection
for Day for Life this weekend — A Basket will be there with a brother or sister at the back of the
church. Diocesan Collection for Day for Life, Sunday 21st June. We take up the annual diocesan
collection for Day for Life this weekend, 20/21 June. You will find a basket at the door or, by the
book frolley.

Thank you! Fr Anthony would like to express his heartfelt thanks to all who gathered in the parish
hall last Saturday to celebrate his birthday and Ordination Anniversary. It was indeed a moving
and joyful occasion to see all of you expressing your love and prayers.



To our devoted parishioners: your generous donations of food, drinks, and countless hours made
this Youth Mass a beautiful reality—thank you for your professional stewardship and servant hearts
TP eE =8 And to every young soul who attended: your presence lit up our gathering;
may you always feel Christ walking beside you, now and always v @ B * A

Together, you have woven a tapestry of faith, fellowship, and love within St David’s Parish
& 4 ¥ % @ % May the Lord bless your hands that served and your hearts that sought Him
this day & & 11 & -

With deep gro’n’rude and prayerful joy, we thank you all—parishioners and youth alike—for
answering His call «» ¢ & , @ ®

% Parish International Night @

This Saturday, 20t June 2026 @7:00 pm (after Saturday Holy Mass), © St David's Parish Hall.

Join us for an unforgettable evening of global flavours, vibrant music, and community spirit!
Woe

#@ Entry Ticket will be sold; Adults: £10; Children (6 to 12): £5; Under é: Free — bring a dish to share
from your culture or simply come and taste. Dress in your traditional attire A = W - let’s
celebrate our beautiful diversity!

A night of unity & joy! «» @

FUNDRAISING

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a
child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia
Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

For Fr Shaun Richards and the parishioners of St John Fisher, Shepperton in the Upper Thames
Deanery.

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter and
dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity,
and personal growth and that the world might grow in compassion.
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Mass Intentions 21st — 28th June 2026

Sun 21t 12th Sunday in the OT
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Well-being of P. J Sammon.

10.30 am
Mon 22nd  Ss John Fisher and Thomas More
06.00 pm
Tues 23d 06.00 pm  Thanksgiving Mass by Aaron Dias

Wed 24t Solemnity of the Nativity of St John the Baptist
09.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass by Starlon Pereira

Fri ~ 26t 06.00 pm
Sat 27t 06.00 pm
Sun 28th

10.30 am

This Sunday’s readings, 21st June - 12th Sunday in the OT (Mass book page 93)
Jeremiah 20: 10-13; Romans 5: 12-15; Matthew 10: 26-33

Next Sunday’s readings, 28th June - Ss Peter and Paul, Apostles
Acts 12:1-11; 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16: 13-19

Pope Leo XIV’'s Tweet Message: “History shows schemes of violence and oppression, of power and
domination, of gains made without justice and without scruples. They backfire against those who
suffer because of them and also against those who pursue them. Let us pray to Jesus, the Lord of
peace, and let us appeal to people’s consciences so that they may be moved by indignation.
May respect for humanity and a proper sense of civility be restored.” Link HERE

Link to the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIV - Click

10 Takeaways fromm MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS - Click HERE
18th June 2026

The month of June is dedicated to

SACRED HEART OF JESUS

In addition to the liturgical celebration, many devofional exercises are f
connected with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Of all devotions, devotion to the &
Sacred Heart was, and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in
the Church. Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term “Sacred Heart
of Jesus” denotes the entire mystery of Christ, the totality of his being, and his |
person considered in its most infimate essence: Son of God, uncreated §
wisdom; infinite charity, principle of the salvation and sanctification of
mankind.
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