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17th Sunday of the OT 

26th July 2026 
 

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.’ 
 

If your house were on fire and you had only a minute or two to get out, what would you bring 

with you? Of course, you’d take the people – family, children, grandchildren, anyone who needs 

help getting out of danger, family pets. They’re all far more important than possessions, or even 

photos and other things of sentimental value. They’re more precious than money, jewellery, 

passports, or documents… all of which can be replaced. It’s when we’re faced with life-and-death 

situations that what’s truly important becomes very clear, and we hopefully have our priorities 

right. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is calling his disciples to get their priorities in order. When the kingdom 

of God really becomes our way of life, it changes how we see everything else. We stop clinging 

so tightly to things that, in the end, don’t last. Sadly, for some people, the good news of Jesus 

Christ is heard only superficially, not as something life changing. This was true in Jesus’ time, too, 

which is why Jesus often spoke about how we can become sidetracked by the pursuit of things 

that do not last. He says, ’Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth… for where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.’ Matthew 6 

The Gospel we’ve just heard is very short and goes straight to the heart of things. Jesus doesn’t 

explain the kingdom of God at great length. Instead, he tells two very simple stories. Someone 

stumbles across a treasure in a field. Another finds a pearl of great value. In both cases, once they 

realise what they’ve found, everything else falls into place. They let go of all of life’s unnecessary 

‘extras’ because they know they’ve found what really matters. The man in the field and the 

merchant with the pearl don’t hesitate. They don’t sit down and weigh it all up. They act, and they 

act with joy, because they know they’ve discovered something priceless. 

Pope Benedict XVI wrote that, ‘Christ uses these words to refer to himself: he, who is in our midst, 

is the “Kingdom of God,” only we do not know him... He himself is the treasure; communion with 

him is the pearl of great price.’ 

Every day, we’re called to communion with Jesus Christ. We do this through our prayers and by 

our fidelity to whatever way of life God has called us. When we gather for the Eucharist, we are 

invited into a deep, intimate communion with Jesus Christ in the broken bread and in the words 

of scripture fulfilled in our presence as a community of believers. It’s so easy for things to become 

routine or to lose their flavour through habit – sometimes familiarity can breed contempt! The 

Gospel images of the treasure and the pearl of great price remind us that we need to be careful 

not to take our relationship with Christ for granted, but rather to treasure it greatly, as it gives deep 

meaning to our lives. 

This Gospel fits so well with today, the World Day of Prayer for Grandparents and the Elderly. 

Many older people have already learned the lesson of what is truly important, often the hard way. 

Life has a way of teaching it. Illness, loss, or simply the passing of time strips life back to its essentials. 

And when that happens, people discover what they really value. 
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Talk to grandparents, and they’ll tell you: it’s not the house, or the car, or the bank balance. It’s 

the people. It’s the family. It’s the faith that carried them when things were tough. That’s the hidden 

treasure Jesus is talking about. It’s not flashy. It’s often quiet. But it’s real. Grandparents are great 

carriers of that wisdom. They’ve seen enough of life to know that chasing after everything leaves 

you with very little in the end. Many of them pass on the faith not by lectures but by example: the 

Rosary said quietly, the Mass never missed if it can be helped, the nightly prayer for children and 

grandchildren. They may not call it theology, but it’s deep Gospel wisdom. 

Perhaps Jesus is gently asking us: ’What would you rescue from the burning house of your 

life? What do you hold on to as if you couldn’t live without it? And is that really what will matter 

when everything else is gone?’ 
                 © Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A3, 2026, adapted 

 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
  

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNDRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £10,978.36 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Sunday is the Fourth Sunday; we have the Church Cleaning, all hands-on deck, please. 
 

Next Sunday, Teas and Coffees. Ask our Parish Team to help you with ChurchSuite. 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, it is with great joy and enthusiasm that we invite you to our very 

first Parish Summer Fete, taking place on Sunday, 9th August 2026. Following the 

morning 9.00 am Holy Mass     . 

Detailed information on stall bookings and event logistics is available. The QR 

code will take you to a form to fill in; you will then be sent the T&Cs to read and 

agree to. Once you accept the terms and conditions, you will receive a booking 

confirmation. The QR code is on the Poster/Newsletter at the church entrance. 

         

Let’s come together and make this inaugural event a resounding success—we can’t wait to see 

you there!                  
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THIRD ANNUAL CHARITY DINNER DANCE 
 

Join us for our Third Annual Charity Dinner Dance on Saturday, 10 October 2026, from 5:30 pm to 

11:00 pm. 

Come and enjoy an evening of delicious food, music, dancing, fellowship, and fun, while 

supporting our parish fundraising efforts. It promises to be a wonderful occasion for our parish 

community, families, and friends to come together in support of a worthy cause. 
 

Date: Saturday, 10 October 2026 

Time: 5:30 pm – 11:00 pm 
 

Please save the date! For further details, including ticket information, see the poster on the notice 

board. We look forward to welcoming you to a memorable evening in support of our parish. 
 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

Open Events at St Paul’s Catholic College, Sunbury. 

Admission to Year 7 in 2027 - Open Mornings on Thursday 24th September, 1st October and 8th 

October; Tours from 8.45 am, 9.00 am and 9.15 am. Please note that tour bookings are NOT 

required. 

Open Evening on Thursday 24th September from 5.30 pm - 7.30 pm. Headteacher Evening Address 

at 5.45 pm and 6.30 pm. Sixth Form Admission to Year 12 in 2027 - Open Evening on Wednesday 

30th September from 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm. Head of Sixth Form Evening Address at 6.30 pm. 
 

 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 

For Fr Philip Dyer Perry and Our Lady of the Rosary parishioners, Staines in the Upper Thames 

Deanery.  

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that we respect and protect human life in all its stages, 

recognising it as a gift from God. 
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Mass Intentions 26th July – 02nd Aug 2026 
 

Sun 26th 17th Sunday in the OT 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass – Gleis Dias 

     10.30 am L Cecilia & (her Son) L. Agnel Pinto – 15th Death Anni. 

Mon 27th    06.00 pm Filomena Caralho - RIP 

Tues 28th    06.00 pm 2nd Death Anni. of Remigia Peadade Fernandes - RIP 

Wed 29th Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus 

     09.30 am Intention of Twyla Fernandes – Birthday 

(Thanksgiving Mass – Pelazia Rodrigue – 50th Birthday) 

Fri 31st Saint Ignatius Loyola, Priest 

06.00 pm  

Sat 01st     06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass by Merilyn Furtado. 

Sun 02nd 18th Sunday in the OT 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 26th July – 17th Sunday in the OT 

1 Kings 3: 5-6a, 7-12; Romans 8: 28-38; Matthew 13: 44-52 

Next Sunday’s readings, 02nd Aug – 18th Sunday in the OT 

Isaiah 55: 1-3; Romans 8: 35, 37-39; Matthew 14: 13-21 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “It is not atomic weapons that generate #peace, but 

disarmament. This truth, which seemed clear in past decades when we witnessed a nuclear de-

escalation, has been obscured by a race to armament that today frightens and terrifies.” 
21st July 2026 

 

 

The month of July is dedicated to 

THE MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS 
 

To understand the meaning of the Precious Blood, we must get some 

comprehension of the gravity of sin, of the awfulness of offending God, because 

it required the Blood of the Son of God to forgive that sin. We are living in an age 

in which to sin has become fashionable. This veneration of the Precious Blood, 

which is the first element in our devotion to the Precious Blood, means that we 

have a deep sensitivity to the awfulness of sin. Sin must be terrible. It must be awful. 

It must be the most dreadful thing in the universe. Why? Because it cost the living 

God in human form the shedding of His Blood. 


