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Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul 
28th June 2026 

 

‘You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my Church.’ 
 

Most of us have learned about the Second World War at school, or from films or television. We 

know about various events, such as the Battle of Britain, D-Day, the Battle of the Bulge, and the 

atomic bombings. But there was one battle that was less well known, and it continued throughout 

the war from 1939 to 1945. That was the Battle of the Atlantic. The war meant that Britain would run 

out of food and all of its supplies if they weren’t brought in from overseas. Germany was 

determined to defeat Britain by sending submarines to sink the supply ships in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Most of the ships came from North America and had to run the gauntlet of what they called the 

‘Wolf Packs’ of submarines that were out to sink them. In this battle, some eighty thousand people 

were killed, including about four thousand five hundred Canadian sailors and six thousand from 

the USA. Most of the ships that survived the journey docked at the port of Liverpool on the River 

Mersey. As the ships approached the port, the sailors could see in the distance, high on the skyline, 

the silhouette of a dome that looked like a smaller version of St Peter’s in Rome. When they saw it, 

they knew they were safe, and it soon came to be known by the affectionate nickname ‘the Dome 

of Home’. In fact, that dome crowned the church of Ss Peter and Paul, which stood at the top of a 

hill on the opposite bank of the river to Liverpool. Perhaps in our celebration today, we could see 

a parable of that church guiding the sailors back home, and of the real, living Saints Peter and 

Paul guiding us to the safety of the Church. 

We might wonder why Peter and Paul are linked together in so many churches throughout the 

world. It’s because the early Church saw them as the two pillars of faith, and that remains true 

today: Peter as the sign of unity, Paul as the great missionary. Tradition tells us that both Peter and 

Paul were martyred in Rome by Emperor Nero. Peter was crucified, and Paul was beheaded. But 

today, perhaps because of the monuments built in their honour, Peter and Paul might seem 

remote and unapproachable. St Peter’s Basilica in Rome is built over Peter’s tomb, and the church 

is vast and truly awesome. If we let it, the monument could mask who Peter really was. Of course, 

he and Paul were human as we are. Our Gospel reading shows us Peter as an honest man who 

had, in the best sense of the word, a simple faith, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’. 

That proclamation resulted in the privilege and burden that Jesus gave him. Jesus knew that Peter 

could be impetuous and weak at times but also knew the depth of his faith. Paul was at first the 

opposite of Peter. Paul was a Pharisee. His faith was in the Law of Moses, and he vehemently 

opposed this new group that preached about Jesus. And we know what happened to him on 

the way to Damascus. After his conversion, he preached the new faith with the same 

determination with which he had once opposed it. 
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Why did Jesus choose two such different personalities as Peter and Paul? All his apostles were 

an odd assortment: fishermen, a tax collector for the Romans, a fiery freedom fighter, a plodder, 

a dreamer and so on. So, what about us? We’ve been chosen, too. We’re also a mixed bunch, 

and as disciples of Jesus, we’re called to be united in faith, drawing other people to him. 

I’ll finish with a story. Brother Damian and Brother Daniel, members of a religious order, were 

having a heated argument. Brother Declan was listening to the two of them. Damian went off in a 

huff, leaving Daniel fuming. Declan liked to wind people up, and in a sanctimonious voice, he said 

to Daniel, ‘Now, now brother, don’t forget we are all brothers because we share the same baptism.’ 

Quick as a flash, Daniel replied, ‘But his baptism didn’t take!’ Baptism can’t be like a failed 

vaccination. It’s what makes us all brothers and sisters in Christ and prepares us for the Eucharist, 

the sign and source of our unity which we’re celebrating today. 
                 © Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A3, 2026, adapted 

 

 

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH 
 

First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass. 
 

First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm. 
 

ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH 
 

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea 

and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and 

conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee!        
 

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning. 
  

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children 

SOFT TOYS ONLY 
 

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they are to be taken with 

you and used in the bins at home. 
 

 

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week. 
 

FUNRAISING 2026 – Collection gathered to date: £10,628.36 
 

International Night Collection – Fundraising for Church Windows - £1060.94 
 

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church) 

Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Next Sunday, Teas and Coffees. Take the time to meet our Parish Team, who will be there to help 

you with registration or ChurchSuite. 
 

 

                     A heartfelt THANK YOU to every parishioner who made International Night a spectacular 

success!                                 Your delicious food, drinks, and desserts created a wonderful global feast for all to 

enjoy.               

      Thank you for buying tickets and for your generous support—we raised an amazing £1,060.94 

                               Special gratitude to the Social & Parish Council teams for all your hard work organising 

this memorable evening.        

                        Together, we showed the power of community, faith, and fellowship—God bless you all!                   
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FUNDRAISING 
 

Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof 

repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming 

months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under 

the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish 

events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be 

updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work 

together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future 

generations. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and care for our church. 
 

 

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a 

child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia 

Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan 

Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk 
 

 

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/  
 

 

PLEASE PRAY 
 

For all the sick and housebound in our parish. 
 

For Fr Shaun Richards and the parishioners of St John Fisher, Shepperton in the Upper Thames 

Deanery. 
 

for the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter and 

dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, 

and personal growth and that the world might grow in compassion.  
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Mass Intentions 28th June – 05th July 2026 
 

Sun 28th Ss Peter and Paul, Apostles 

       (Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  

     10.30 am Deodoro Osores & Arlenecita Osores – Wedding Anni. 

Mon 29th    06.00 pm Thanksgiving Mass by Joe Savio Fernandes 

Tues 30th    06.00 pm Gregor Dabrowski – RIP 

Wed 01st The Dedication of the Cathedral Church 

     09.30 am Thanksgiving Mass by Andre & Remey De Souza 

Fri 03rd    06.00 pm Stanislaw Jastrzebski – RIP 

Sat 04th     06.00 pm  

Sun 05th 14th Sunday in the OT 

     10.30 am  
 

 

This Sunday’s readings, 28th June – Ss Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Mass book page 167 (Sat evening) 

Acts 3: 1-10; Galatians 1: 11-20; John 21: 15-19 

Mass book page 170 (Sunday) 

Acts 12: 1-11; 2 Timothy 4: 6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16: 13-19 

Next Sunday’s readings, 05th July – 14th Sunday in the OT 

Zechariah 9: 9-10; Romans 8: 9, 11-13; Matthew 11: 25-30 
 

 

Pope Leo XIV’s Tweet Message: “Communion is never an achievement acquired once and for 

all. It requires a daily conversion, taking shape in prayer and through concrete attitudes, 

relationships of trust, and a willingness to listen to one another. #ExtraordinaryConsistory.” 
 

Link to the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIV – Click 
 

10 Takeaways from MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS – Click HERE 
26th June 2026 

 

 

The month of June is dedicated to 

SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
 

In addition to the liturgical celebration, many devotional exercises are 

connected with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Of all devotions, devotion to the 

Sacred Heart was, and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in 

the Church. Understood in the light of the Scriptures, the term “Sacred Heart 

of Jesus” denotes the entire mystery of Christ, the totality of his being, and his 

person considered in its most intimate essence: Son of God, uncreated 

wisdom; infinite charity, principle of the salvation and sanctification of 

mankind. 

https://wherepeteris.com/ten-takeaways-from-magnifica-humanitas/

