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‘He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.’

Among the Vatican’s list of commended films is one from the 1980s, Babette’s Feast. It is set in
a Protestant sect in a village in Jutland on the coast of Denmark in the late 1800s. When the pastor
dies, his two daughters give up their suitors, an army officer and a tenor in the Paris Opera, and
devote themselves to the dwindling elderly flock. They are helped by a French refugee,
recommended to them by the Parisian tenor. She regularly improves the soup the daughters take
to their parishioners. However, a past benefactor has kept her lottery ticket up to date, and she
suddenly finds that she has won ten thousand francs. The girls think she will now return to France,
but all she asks is to be allowed to send for provisions from France for a feast she will prepare for
the villagers. As the food and drink arrive, the narrow-minded villagers accept the invitation but
say nothing about what they are eating. However, the officer, now a general, is not bound by this
agreement and recognizes the main dish as the specialty of the most prestigious Parisian
restaurant. Babette had been the chef there. Meanwhile, the effect of the meal on the old people
is that they let go of their feuds and wrangling and rediscover the love and brightness they once
had. The film ends with them wandering out into frosty streets in a long, smiling conga.

In the Gospels, we see Jesus healing a variety of diseases, feeding the crowds, and enjoying
meals with a very mixed group of people: the powerful and the poor, the highly respected and
the cast out. The sharing of food and feasting runs through the Old Testament. As the people of
Israel wander through the desert, their constant complaint is the lack of food, and when they are
fed with manna, they soon complain that it is boring.

Preparing food for others is important and is seen as a way in which God appears to his people.
We think of Abraham preparing a meal for his heavenly visitors, or Elijah asking the widow to
prepare a little food for him from the remains of flour and oil, all she has left in the time of famine.
The Exodus of the people of Israel from Egypt begins with the meal of lamb and unleavened bread,
and Jews still today celebrate their flight into freedom with the same meail. In the Synoptic Gospels,
the Last Supper Jesus shares with his disciples is the Passover meal, but he gives it new significance
as he blesses the bread and wine and asks them to do the same in memory, not of this meal, but
of the sacrifice he is about to suffer on our behalf. The Eucharist we now celebrate is the act in
which we recognize Jesus as the one who brings us freedom.

We are asked to look at the way we nourish one another, both in our ordinary life and in the
Eucharist. As Babette's feast brings about reconciliation and transformation for its participants, so
can we examine how far the Eucharist and our daily meals renew our lives. It may be easier to see
this happening in the Eucharist. As St Augustine of Hippo said: ‘We are the Body of Christ. We come
to the Eucharist to receive the Body of Christ, so that we may go back into the world as the
renewed Body of Christ.’

Our daily meals, apart from special celebrations, may seem more trivial. However, we need to
remember that the form of the sacraments is drawn from particular aspects of our daily lives, so



that we may return to them with an understanding that those daily acts are also effective signs of
God'’s blessing.

Another aspect we see in Jesus's actions is that he is never mean. At the marriage feast of Canaq,
Jesus provides a hundred and eighty gallons of wine, nearly a thousand bottles. And in today’s
feeding of the five thousand, twelve baskets of leftovers are gathered. If, in today’s divided but
busy world, it is difficult to invite all and sundry to our tables, we can at least contribute generously
to the food banks, which try to alleviate the sad inequality with which we live. You never know; at
some point, we may also find ourselves doing the conga!

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A3, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, but in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they should be taken with
you and disposed of in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.
FUNDRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £10,978.36

Contactless £0 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Sunday, Mass at 9.00am not 10.30am. The Summer Fete after the Mass and NO PARKING in
the parish parking area.

New Chairs in Parish Hall: We finally have the New Chairs with trolleys for our hall. Thank you for
your love, care, and support. We now have all the new chairs in place in our Parish Hall. Thank
you, each and every one of you.

Dear Parishioners, it is with great joy and enthusiasm that we invite you to our very first Parish
Summer Fete, taking place on Sunday, 9th August 2026. Following the morning 9.00 am Holy Mass
& .

Detailed information on stall bookings and event logistics is available. The QR
code will take you to a form to fill in; you will then be sent the T&Cs to read and
agree to. Once you accept the terms and conditions, you willreceive a booking

confirmation. The QR code is on the Poster/Newsletter at the church entrance.

Let’'s come together and make this inaugural event a resounding success—we
can't wait to see you there! &=




THIRD ANNUAL CHARITY DINNER DANCE

Join us for our Third Annual Charity Dinner Dance on Saturday, 10 October 2026, from 5:30 pm to
11:00 pm.

Come and enjoy an evening of delicious food, music, dancing, fellowship, and fun, while
supporting our parish fundraising efforts. It promises to be a wonderful occasion for our parish
community, families, and friends to come together in support of a worthy cause.

Date: Saturday, 10 October 2024
Time: 5:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Please save the date! For further details, including ticket information, see the poster on the notice
board. We look forward to welcoming you to a memorable evening in support of our parish.

ST. DAVID'S CHOIR FUNDRAISING CONCERT

Join us on Sunday, September 6, immediately after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a special $t. David's
Choir Fundraising Concert in the parish hall.

This event will replace our usual Teas & Coffees gathering and promises an enjoyable afternoon
of music, fellowship, and community spirit.

Admission:

* £5 per person
e Children under 10 - Free

During the event, refreshments will be available, along with an exciting raffle, making it a
wonderful opportunity to spend time together while supporting our parish.

You can now register your attendance through the ChurchSuite Events page by scanning the QR
code on the event poster. If you sign up through ChurchSuite, you can pay for your ticket at the
door on the day of the concert. Printed tickets will also be available for purchase soon.

All proceeds from the concert will support St. David's ongoing fundraising efforts, helping us
continue the important improvements and projects that benefit our parish community.

We express our sincere gratitude to everyone for your incredible generosity and continued support
of St. David's Parish. Your encouragement and commitment make these projects possible, and
we hope you will join us for what promises to be a memorable afternoon of music, friendship, and
celebration.

We look forward to welcoming you on September 6!

FUNDRAISING
Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.
Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a
child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia
Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk
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For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

For Fr Sidon Sagar and Fr Anthony Cruz and the parishioners of St David'’s, Stanwell in the Upper
Thames Deanery.

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that in large cities often marked with anonymity and
loneliness, we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build
community

Mass Intentions 02nd — 09th Aug 2026

Sun 02nd  18th Sunday in the OT
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Thanksgiving Mass by Merilyn Furtado.

10.30 am
Mon 03rd 06.00 pm
Tues 04th St John Vianney, Priest
06.00 pm
Wed O05th 09.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass — Aliston & Manisha Wedding Ann.
Fri 07th 06.00 pm
Sat 08h 06.00 pm  Thanksgiving Mass by Merilyn Furtado
Sun 09t 19t Sunday in the OT
09.00 am

This Sunday’s readings, 02nd Aug - 18t Sunday in the OT
Isaiah 55: 1-3; Romans 8: 35, 37-39; Matthew 14: 13-21

Next Sunday’s readings, 09th Aug - 19th Sunday in the OT
1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a; 9: 1-5; Matthew 14: 22-23

Pope Leo XIV's Tweet Message: “Let us #PrayTogether that in large cities often marked by
anonymity and loneliness, we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths
fo build community. #Prayerintention.

01st August 2026

The month of August is dedicated to
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

This month let us honour our beloved Mother in a special way by offering as many
% rosaries as possible for making reparation for the sins and blasphemies against Her
1 »i‘j, Immaculate Heart and Our Lord Jesus, for the conversion of sinners and for our own
J U personal intentions. Mother dear, accept our prayers and lead us to Jesus, Your Loving
Son. Amen.
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