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“Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, ‘O you of little faith,
why did you doubi?’” Matthew 14:31

The wind is howling, the rain is pouring, frees are bent over, and umbrellas are turned inside out.
Thunder crashes and lightning cracks the sky. The noise and the power of the weather can be
intense. Frightening. We can be left feeling small and powerless against all that is raging around
us. It is fime to huddle up somewhere safe and warm, with a cup of tea, and wait for it to be over.
Or perhaps, like Julie Andrews in The Sound of Music, we resort to distractions - singing about our
favourite things — to comfort ourselves and others.

The storm we face doesn’t always have to be weather-related. Sometimes we can feel equally
buffeted by the circumstances around us. The noise of the overwhelming demands on our time -
work, family, friends, advertising, bills, the house - all needing something from us right now.
Perhaps we have faced a run of difficult circumstances: iliness, grief, financial difficulties, broken
relationships. Either way, the same response feels natural: to distract ourselves from reality or to
find a safe place to weather the storm. Perhaps our ways of distracting ourselves aren’t always as
wholesome as Julie Andrews’ singing. Perhaps we turn to alcohol, to food, to shopping or to
scrolling endlessly on our phone to dull the fear and numb the pain.

But what if we were to turn to God?e God who is with us through all these storms — both real and
metaphorical.

Elijah looked for God in the earthquake, the fire and the wind, but did not find him. Instead,
Elijah found God in the quiet whisper. It is a beautiful and powerful image. God does not need to
shout and rage for us to hear. His voice comes when we least expect it, gently encouraging us
and guiding us in the right direction. But we do need to take the time to listen—something that
can be increasingly difficult in the busyness of our daily lives.

Peter recognised Jesus walking across the water towards him. He even impulsively jumped out
to meet him - buoyed by faith to answer Christ’s call to walk on water. But he was easily distracted,
frightened by the wind and began to doubt. When Peter began to sink, Jesus reached out his hand
and held him, keeping him safe amidst the waves.

Perhaps there are times in our lives when we start out with the best of intentions. When we are
filed with enthusiasm and renewed energy, today is the day that we are going to live as God calls
us to. But the moment it is hard, or we are distracted by something else, we flounder. We struggle
to keep our heads above water. It is at this moment that we must hold onto hope - that Jesus is
right alongside us, reaching out his hand, calling us to let go of our doubts and lean into our faith.
If we do so, we may be able to do things that feel impossible.

How then, do we do this?2 How do we strengthen our faith, restore our hope and make fime to
listen for God’s quiet promptings in our own hearts2 Our prayer life can help muffle the world's
rage. It may feel counterintuitive, amidst all the daily tasks, to stop and breathe, pray, and listen,
but it is in this way that we can find a moment of stillness that strengthens us for all that we face
and leads us fo do something wonderful.



In the same way that Jesus reaches out to Peter, whom do we notice reaching out to us when
we are struggling? What do the people who help us in stormy times teach us about God’s
steadfast presence in our lives2 How does our support for those around us help them to feel God'’s
never-ending love and mercy?

Whatever storm we face, once it is over, we emerge blinking into the sunlight, surveying the
destruction - the damage done to our surroundings or to our life -working out where we go next.
In this moment, we can also turn to God. Offering up in prayer our struggles, our hopes and
listening for gentle guidance as to where we are called to go.

Let us pray then that God will guide us through the storm and as we rebuild afterwards. May we
be filled with courage and faith that we are never abandoned, and may we stand alongside and
support one another in difficult fimes.

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A3, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4th Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they should be taken with
you and disposed of in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.
FUNDRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £10,978.36

Contactless £1 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Sunday, Holy Mass at 9.00 am., not 10.30am. The Summer Fete after the Mass and NO PARKING
in the parish parking area.

Dear Parishioners, it is with great joy and enthusiasm that we invite you to our very first Parish
Summer Fete, taking place on Sunday, 9th August 2026. Following the morning 9.00 am Holy Mass
& .

Let’'s come together and make this inaugural event a resounding success—we can't wait to see

you therel @ &=

THIRD ANNUAL CHARITY DINNER DANCE

Join us for our Third Annual Charity Dinner Dance on Saturday, 10 October 2026, from 5:30 pm to
11:00 pm.
Come and enjoy an evening of delicious food, music, dancing, fellowship, and fun, while
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supporting our parish fundraising efforts. It promises to be a wonderful occasion for our parish
community, families, and friends to come together in support of a worthy cause.

Date: Saturday, 10 October 2024
Time: 5:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Please save the date! For further details, including ticket information, to book your tickets, please
contact the following members: Margaret 07877744426, Trish 07742436682, Gosia 07975639411,
Rejy 07894496622, Pelazia 07411581438, Vishal 07414730905 and Agostinho 07440303094.

We look forward to welcoming you to a memorable evening in support of our parish.

ST. DAVID'S CHOIR FUNDRAISING CONCERT

Join us on Sunday, éth September, immediately after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a special St. David's
Choir Fundraising Concert in the parish hall.

This event will replace our usual Teas & Coffees gathering and promises to be an enjoyable
afternoon of music, fellowship, and community spirit.

Admission:
£5 per person
Children under 10 - Free

During the event, refreshments will be available, along with an exciting raffle, making it a
wonderful opportunity to spend time together while supporting our parish.
Tickets/sign-ups will be available through the ChurchSuite Events page from Monday, 10th August.
Simply scan the QR code on the event poster to reserve your ticket. No payment is required when
booking through ChurchSuite — reserved ftickets can be paid for at the entrance on the day of
the concert.
Printed tickets will also be available to purchase from Saturday, 15th August, at weekend Masses.
All proceeds from the concert will go towards $t. David's ongoing fundraising efforts, helping us
continue the important improvements and projects that benefit our parish community.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone for your incredible generosity and
continued support of St. David's Parish. Your encouragement and commitment make these
projects possible, and we hope you will join us for what promises to be a memorable afternoon of
music, friendship, and celebration.

We look forward to welcoming you on September 6!

FUNDRAISING
Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.
Thank you for your continued support and care for our church.

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a
child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia
Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk
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For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

For Fr Sidon Sagar and Fr Anthony Cruz and the parishioners of St David'’s, Stanwell in the Upper
Thames Deanery.

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that in large cities often marked with anonymity and
loneliness, we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build
community

Mass Intentions 09th — 16t Aug 2026

Sun 09t 19t Sunday in the OT
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Thanksgiving Mass by Merilyn Furtado.
09.00 am
Mon 10t St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr
06.00 pm Abraham & Bensi Wedding Anniversary
Tues 11t St Clare, Virgin

06.00 pm
Wed 12t 09.30 am  Thanksgiving Mass — Vishal Pereira
Fri 14th  S$t Maximilian Mary Kolbe, Priest and Martyr
06.00 pm
Sat 15t 06.00 pm
Sun 16t The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
10.30 am

This Sunday’s readings, 09th Aug - 19th Sunday in the OT

1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a; 9: 1-5; Matthew 14: 22-23
Next Sunday’s readings, 16 Aug — The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Mass book page 176 — Vigil Mass)

1 Chronicles 15: 3-4, 15-16; 16: 1-2; 1 Corinthians 15: 54b-57; Luke 11: 27-28
(Mass book page 178 — Sunday Masses)

Revelation 11: 19a, 12: 1-6a, 10ab; 1 Corinthians 15: 20-27; Luke 1: 39-56

Pope Leo XIV’'s Tweet Message: “You know, Lord, the heart of the city: its lights and shadows, its
noise and loneliness. Lord, may our urban communities be open and welcoming homes, places
where hope is shared, where no one feels invisible, and where the joy of your Gospel shines in the
hidden lives of so many brothers and sisters. Let’s #PrayTogether

07t August 2026

The month of August is dedicated to
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

This month, let us honour our beloved Mother in a special way by offering as
& many rosaries as possible in reparation for the sins and blasphemies against Her
1 Immaculate Heart and Our Lord Jesus, for the conversion of sinners, and for our
own personal intentions. Mother dear, accept our prayers and lead us to Jesus,
Your Loving Son. Amen.
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