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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
16t August 2026

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.’

Today we celebrate a very dear person. Those of us who grew up in Catholic families and
attended Catholic schools have known Mary since childhood. We had nativity plays at school or
in our parishes, where many coveted the role of Mary. We prayed the Rosary, the Hail Mary, the
Memorare and many other prayers. In choirs and at Mass, we sang hymns associated with Mary,
and we may have heard beautiful music by well-known composers, including famous versions of
Ave Maria. We celebrated feast days when we honoured Mary’s essential role as the mother of
Jesus and of the Church. In Ireland, especidally, there was a strong tradition of ‘May altars’ in homes
and schools for May, the month of Mary. On these altars, a statue of Mary was adorned with flowers
that were blooming in abundance at that time of the year, and the old flowers were replaced with
fresh ones throughout the month. Sometimes there were processions with hymns and prayers to
groftos dedicated to Mary. We learned about, and may have gone on pilgrimage to, places
especially associated with Mary, including Lourdes in France, Walsingham in England and Knock
in Ireland. Many of us still celebrate Mary in these ways, and our Catholic schools continue to
honour Mary as they nurture the faith of our children and young adults in today’s world.

In today’'s Gospel, we see Mary as a strong young woman of great faith, conviction and
courage as she goes ‘with haste into the hill country’ to visit her cousin Elizabeth. Mary’s response
to her cousin —who recognises that Mary is ‘blessed... among women' and the mother of her Lord
— shows not a meek, powerless, unquestionably obedient person who has no control over what
happens, but one proclaiming her faith and her radical ‘yes’ to God'’s plan for her life. Mary’s soul
‘magnifies the Lord’, and her spirit rejoices in God her Saviour. She sees what God has done for
her as great and proclaims his mercy, justice, strength and compassion for those who are poor
and humble. Her proclamation demonstrates the continuity of God'’s relationship with humanity
‘from generation to generation’, drawing from Old Testament accounts of Abraham and God'’s
‘servant Israel’. Despite the enormity of what lies ahead for her, Mary is joyful, and her song has a
sense of determination and energy for her part in the story of salvation and for her unique
motherhood.

On this Feast of the Assumption, when we celebrate Mary being taken up, body and soul, into
heaven, it is good to reflect on the ongoing relevance of Mary in our lives as followers of Christ.
Some onlookers might mistakenly believe that Catholics pay too much attention to Mary, that we
worship her in a way that should be reserved for God alone. We do not worship Mary; however,
we honour and venerate her. We love her and believe that she brings us closer to God and
intercedes for us with God. In the Hail Mary, we ask her to ‘pray for us sinners now and at the hour
of our death’. We understand the vital part she played in the story of our faith and of our Church
community, and we celebrate her for that. We mark the special moments in her life on feast days
throughout the year and in our daily prayers. In today’s Gospel, we can discern Mary as a model
for how the Church should be in this world and how each of us can live our own lives in faith. In
particular, we can model Mary'’s radical ‘yes’ to God’s will as members of God’s family who play
our own part in God'’s relationship with humanity, both individually and in community. Like Mary,
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we can be evangelists—witnessing to the word of God in the choices we make, in our atfitude
toward others, and in how we respond to those who need our compassion and help. We can take
heart from Mary’s courage in doing God’s will and commit to doing so in our own lives. Mary’s
‘ves’ to God’s will was of great magnitude, but we can take this feast day to commit to our own
‘ves’, too. It may be smaller in magnitude, but it is nevertheless powerful in its capacity to ensure
that God'’s will for humanity is done, as the Lord’s Prayer says, ‘on earth as it is in heaven’.

© Redemptorist Publications, The Living Word A3, 2026, adapted

PRAYER LIFE IN THE PARISH
First Friday of the Month - Holy Hour from 5.00 pm to 6.00 pm, followed by Holy Mass.
First and Third Sundays of the Month: We have the Siro-Malankara Mass at 2.30 pm.
ACTIVE LIFE OF THE PARISH

On the 1st and 3rd Sundays, we serve tea and coffee in the parish hall. Remember, the joy of tea
and coffee lies not just in the beverages themselves, buf in the shared moments and
conversations. Cheers to building beautiful connections over a cup of coffee! ®

Every 2nd Saturday: Garden Cleaning. Every 4 Sunday: Church Cleaning.

Dear Parents/Elders: Please note STRICTLY NO FOOD in the Church, and please give the Children
SOFTTOYS ONLY

Dear All, please note that NAPPIES must not be put in the TOILET BINS; they should be taken with
you and disposed of in the bins at home.

Offertory Collection - Thank you for your offertories last week.

16" Sunday in the OT - Loose: £277.36 and Envelope: £10.00.
17t Sunday in the OT - Loose: £238.67 and Envelope: £20.00.
18t Sunday in the OT - Loose: £301.51 and Envelope: £5.00.

19t Sunday in the OT - Loose: £199.85 and Envelope: £10.00.

FUNDRAISING 2026 — Collection gathered to date: £12,978.36

Contactless £16.00 (Weekly collection of the contactless in the Church)
Monthly standing order £500.00. Thank you for your offerings to the Parish.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This Sunday, Teas and Coffee after 10.30am Mass. Please do join in for a cuppa and also talk to
the Parish team about ChurchSuite if you are still not using it or don’t know about it.

First Holy Communion 2027. Application Forms will be available on the parish website from 01
September 2026. The closing date for submission is 315t October 2026. You will also find the
Application Form QR code in the Narthex. No Application will be accepted after the closing date.

THIRD ANNUAL CHARITY DINNER DANCE

Join us for our Third Annual Charity Dinner Dance on Saturday, 10 October 2026, from 5:30 pm to
11:00 pm.

Come and enjoy an evening of delicious food, music, dancing, fellowship, and fun, while
supporting our parish fundraising efforts. It promises to be a wonderful occasion for our parish
community, families, and friends to come together in support of a worthy cause.



Date: Saturday, 10 October 2026
Time: 5:30 pm - 11:00 pm

Please save the date! For further details, including ticket information, to book your fickets, please
contact the following members: Margaret 07877744426, Trish 07742436682, Gosia 07975639411,
Rejy 07894496622, Pelazia 07411581438, Vishal 07414730905 and Agostinho 07440303094.

We look forward to welcoming you to a memorable evening in support of our parish.

ST. DAVID'S CHOIR FUNDRAISING CONCERT

Join us on Sunday, 13th September, immediately after the 10:30 AM Mass, for a special St.
David's Choir Fundraising Concert in the parish hall.
This event promises to be an enjoyable couple of hours of music, fellowship, and community
spirit.
ADMISSION:

*£5 per person
*Children under 10 - Free

During the event, refreshments will be available, along with an exciting raffle, making it @
wonderful opportunity to spend time together while supporting our parish.

Tickets/sign-ups will be available through the ChurchSuite Events page from Monday, 10th
August. Simply scan the QR code on the event poster to reserve your ficket. No payment is
required when booking through ChurchSuite — reserved tickets can be paid for at the entrance
on the day of the concert.

Printed tickets will also be available to purchase from Saturday, 15th August, atf weekend
Masses.

All proceeds from the concert will go towards St. David's ongoing fundraising efforts, helping us
continue the important improvements and projects that benefit our parish community.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone for your incredible generosity and
continued support of St. David's Parish. Your encouragement and commitment make these
projects possible, and we hope you will join us for what promises to be a memorable afternoon of
music, friendship, and celebration.

We look forward to welcoming you on September 13th!

FUNDRAISING
Following a review of quotes to replace the church windows and identify further essential roof
repairs, we have launched a fundraising campaign with a target of £50,000 over the coming
months. To make giving easier, a collection box for Fund Envelopes has now been placed under
the Divine Mercy Photo Frame. We will also offer contactless giving options and host various parish
events to support the appeal. A progress poster is displayed at the church entrance and will be
updated every two weeks. We are grateful for your continued prayers and goodwill as we work
together to preserve our church. Thank you for helping us care for this sacred space for future
generations.
Thank you for your contfinued support and care for our church.

Safeguarding: If you have any concerns or require advice regarding the safety or well-being of a
child or vulnerable adult, please contact our parish safeguarding representative, Pelazia
Rodrigues, at stanwellsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk. You can also contact the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team on 020 7798 9356 or safeguarding@rcdow.org.uk

For Jobs, please visit the diocese Jobsite at: hitps://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/
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PLEASE PRAY
For all the sick and housebound in our parish.

For Fr Sidon Sagar and Fr Anthony Cruz and the parishioners of St David’s, Stanwell in the Upper
Thames Deanery.

For the Holy Father’s Prayer Intention that in large cities often marked with anonymity and
loneliness, we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build
community

Mass Intentions 16t — 234 Aug 2026

Sun 16t The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Sat Vigil) 06.00 pm  Violet Boyce - Birthday
10.30 am  Anna Maureen Sedenio—-Arceo & Jennifer Sedenio-RIP

Mon 17t 06.00 pm  Mike Boyce - Birthday
Tues 18t 06.00 pm Kathleen Boyce - Birthday
Wed 19t 09.30 am
Fri 21st St Pius X, Pope

06.00 pm
Sat  22nd 06.00 pm
Sun 234  271st Sunday in the OT

10.30 am

This Sunday’s readings, 16t Aug - The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Mass book page 176 — Vigil Mass)

1 Chronicles 15: 3-4, 15-16; 16: 1-2; 1 Corinthians 15: 54b-57; Luke 11: 27-28
(Mass book page 178 — Sunday Masses)

Revelation 11: 19a, 12: 1-6a, 10ab; 1 Corinthians 15: 20-27; Luke 1: 39-56
Next Sunday’s readings, 23’94 Aug - 21st Sunday in the OT

Isaiah 22: 15, 19-23; Romans 11: 33-36; Matthew 16: 13-20

Pope Leo XIV’'s Tweet Message: “The Blessed Virgin Mary, assumed into the glory of heaven, is a
sign of hope and consolation for the entire People of God. For this reason, | wish to invoke her
maternal intercession today on behalf of those communities that are in particular need of
consolation and of renewed hope. My thoughts go out fo our brothers and sisters in the Holy
Land, which is also, par excellence, the Land of Mary. My thoughts also go out to the Ukrainian
and Russian peoples, both of whom are united by their filial devotion to the Holy Mother of God,
and to Christians who suffer discrimination or even persecution.”

15t August 2026

The month of August is dedicated to
THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY

This month, let us honour our beloved Mother in a special way by offering as
many rosaries as possible in reparation for the sins and blasphemies against Her
Immaculate Heart and Our Lord Jesus, for the conversion of sinners, and for our
own personal intentions. Mother dear, accept our prayers and lead us to Jesus,
Your Loving Son. Amen.




