
 

Fr Brian writes …  Lent begins Ash Wednesday 6th March: Lent is the six week period leading 

up to Easter. We mark the start by coming to church and receiving the Ashes upon our forehead. See the front of 

the newsletter for the time of Masses on Wednesday. From its start on Ash Wednesday, Lent has been a 

traditional time for fasting or giving something up or abstinence. Just as we carefully prepare for events in our 

personal lives, as a wedding, or birthday; Lent invites us to make our minds and hearts ready for remembering 

Jesus’ life, death and bodily resurrection. Lent is always a good time to begin again in the spiritual life. It is also 
an opportunity to call to keep in mind, 'the last things' as they are traditionally called. They are, death, 

judgment, heaven and hell. Death is the separation of our mortal body and immortal soul. It comes to all of us 

as result of original sin. Death is not part of God's plan for us. It is a temporary state, for at the end of the world, 

we shall rise again to be judged by Christ. Thus the whole of us, will be rewarded for the good or evil that we 

have done in this life. At the moment of death, each human person is judged by God based on their conduct in 
this life, and goes immediately to his reward or punishment.  Moreover, at the end of the world, Jesus Christ 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. At that time, God's whole plan for the world shall be 

revealed, and his mercy and justice demonstrated. That sounds really exciting! Heaven is the eternal state of 

perfect happiness resulting from the face to face vision of God, which is the reward of those who have served 

Him in this life. I want to go there and I'm sure you do as well! It is my job as a priest to help you get there. Hell is 

the eternal state of torment and despair which awaits those who, in this life, have freely rejected God and the 

happiness which He offers. I have no intention of going there and I'm sure you don't either! This is why it is 

important to avoid mortal sin by living a holy and Christian life as best as we can, remaining in a state of grace. 

When did you last go to confession? Before the end of the world, there will be an intermediate state called 

purgatory. There, those who are bound for heaven, but whose love for God is still marred by some imperfection, 

undergo a temporary period of purifying suffering. I think I might have some time there! When this purification 

is complete, they are fit to enter God's presence and are admitted to the joys of heaven. So Lent is a good time to 

take a good long look at our lives and make sure we are on the right path as Christians. 
 

MONICA MYLES GORDON, former teacher at St John Southworth and St Margaret Clitherow Schools passed away 

recently.  May she rest in eternal peace. 
CALLING ALL STEVENAGE CATHOLIC TEENAGERS:  We are having a 'SUMMIT YOUTH GATHERING" IN 

STEVENAGE.   The Westminster Youth Ministry team has planned an exciting evening for our Catholic teenagers 

from all three parishes on FRIDAY 15th MARCH 7:00-9:00pm in St Joseph’s Church Hall, Bedwell.  These events 

are lots of fun, an opportunity to meet with other Catholic teenagers and to learn more about our faith.   Please keep 

the date free. 
VOCATIONS MASS ON SUNDAY 24TH MARCH AT 6 PM ST JOSEPH’S:  Please come along to this Mass to pray for 

vocations to the Priesthood and to Religious Life.   Our diocesan vocations promoter Canon Stuart Wilson will be here 

as the main celebrant, and several of our 30 seminarians will be here sharing some of their own stories during Mass of 

how God called them to the Priesthood.  There will be refreshments and a talk after the Mass, whether you sense God 

calling you to be a Priest, a religious sister, or whether you generously regularly pray for more vocations.   
CAFOD LENT FAST DAY - FRIDAY 15TH MARCH: CAFOD’s Family Fast Day this Lent is an opportunity to support 

our brothers and sisters who don’t have enough to eat.  On Friday 15th March can you give up a meal, or eat a simple 

meal, in solidarity?  With malnutrition still killing almost three million children a year, your fasting, prayers and 

donations will ensure more of God’s children have enough good food to eat.  Further information www.cafod.org.uk  
Next weekend Mike Guthrie will be talking to us about the great work of CAFOD. 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION:  Day of Recollection on Saturday 9th March 10am-

2pm.  The Day of Recollection will be mandatory for all who serve in these important roles here at St Joseph’s.  If you 

would like to become an extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion please come along.  Please bring lunch. 
SYMBOLS OF FAITH WORKSHOP: On Saturday 9th March at our Lady Immaculate & St Andrew Church Hall, 16 

Nightingale Road, Hitchin, SG5 1QS.  Caritas St Joseph’s is facilitating a Symbols of Faith Workshop.  Please poster. 

EVANGELISATION:  FOLLOW UP GET TOGETHER AFTER ‘PROCLAIM SPRING CONFERENCE: Thank you 

very much to those parishioners who generously gave up their free time to attend the 'Proclaim Spring Conference.'  
Lots of good ideas were circulated and received.  As Stevenage parishes we have urgent work to do in the area of 

Evangelisation, that is, telling as many people as possible about the good news that is Jesus Christ and what he has 

done for us.  This will probably involve reaching out to inactive Catholics as well as those who have never heard the 
Gospel before, by using a number of different approaches.  So let’s get together on Monday 25th March at 8pm to 

plan practical ACTION to make IT happen!  Do come and join us in the church hall at St Joseph's, Bedwell.  You 

don’t have to had attended the recent ‘ Proclaim Spring Conference’ to be there - just baptised!  See you then. 
VISIT TO ALLEN HALL SEMINARY SUNDAY 7TH APRIL: Our three parishes have been invited to visit for the 

afternoon. There will be talks from the Rector and seminarians, a tour of the seminary and ground. The visit will finish 
with Solemn Evening Prayer. A coach will leave Stevenage at 12.15pm and return from London at 5.40 pm. We 

now only have 17 places left, if you would like to come, please email stevenagebedwell@rcdow.org.uk or if 

you have no email, call Sue or Lynne in any of the parish offices. It will be a great day out, suitable for all ages. 

MARCH ROTAS NOW AVAILABLE: From the table in the Porch. 

NEW CLEANING ROTA NOW AVAILABLE: Please take a copy of the new rota from the table in the Porch.  There is 

an Envelope with your Team Number on the front. 
LENT EXTRA: On sale price £2.50.  WALK WITH ME LENT BOOKLETS: On Sale £1.00. 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - LENT DAY OF RECOLLECTION LED BY FR CHRIS CONNOR: On Saturday 30th 

March 10am-3:00pm in The Church of the Transfiguration. 
 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/

