
 

Fr Brian writes …    
This is Holy Week.  Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, Cycle C.  Background to the Gospel Reading 

This Sunday, the events of Jesus' passion are proclaimed in their entirety.  We will hear these events proclaimed 

again during the Sacred Triduum when we read the passion of Jesus from the Gospel of John on Good Friday. 

Throughout Luke's Gospel we see that Jesus' words and actions proclaim the Kingdom of God. This continues 

throughout Luke's passion narrative. Jesus appears to be in total command of events at the Passover meal as he 

hands over the kingdom to his disciples. He welcomes them to the Passover meal announcing that this will be 

his last until the Kingdom of God is fulfilled.  When Luke describes the Way of the Cross and Jesus' crucifixion, 

he calls to our attention many events that are not reported in the other Gospels. Throughout his Gospel, Luke 

has paid heed to the women who accompanied Jesus. Now, on the road to Calvary, Jesus speaks to the women 

who walk with him. Only Luke reports Jesus' words of forgiveness spoken from the cross. And only Luke reports 

the dialogue between Jesus and the good thief. Finally, in contrast with the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Luke 

reports no words of abandonment spoken by Jesus on the cross. Instead, Jesus, in full command until his death, 

commends his spirit to his Father and takes his final breath. Throughout Holy Week, we will continue to reflect 

on the events of Jesus' passion and death. This Sunday, called Palm or Passion Sunday, is the first day of Holy 

Week. Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday are called the Sacred Triduum, three 

days that are the highlight of the Church year. I encourage you to come to all these liturgies. Speak to your 

children about them and what they signify. Why they are so important. I can’t imagine that anyone who calls 

themselves ‘Catholic’ would want to be anywhere else or doing anything else. 
 

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA: The Divine Mercy novena begins on Good Friday, leading up to Divine Mercy 

Sunday on the 2nd Sunday of Easter. The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us – all of 

us. And, he wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, 

receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy. This message and 

devotion to Jesus as The Divine Mercy is based on the writings of Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish 

nun who, in obedience to her spiritual director, wrote a diary of about 600 pages recording the revelations she 

received about God's mercy. Even before her death in 1938, the devotion to The Divine Mercy had begun to 

spread. This consoling message is summed up in the prayer: “Jesus, I trust in you,” Novena prayers at this link: 

https://www.divinemercyapostolate.co.uk/devotions Divine Mercy will be my preaching topic on the 2nd 

Sunday of Easter. 
 

COMMISSIONING OF READERS AND EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: Readers and Eucharistic Ministers will 

be re-commissioned on Maundy Thursday. 
 

CONFIRMATION AND 1ST HOLY COMMUNION: Candidates and Parents please attend with your 

child/children Maundy Thursday 7:30pm and Children’s Liturgy of the Cross on Good Friday 10:00am 
 

COLLECTION ON GOOD FRIDAY: There will be the customary collection for the Holy Places. 
 

EASTER VIGIL: Please note this Service may not be suitable for children under the age of First Holy 

Communion. 
 

EASTER LILLIES AND EASTER FLOWERS: You are invited to buy a lily in memory of a departed loved one, 

by placing a suggested donation of £5.00 and the name of the person in an envelope, and placing it in the 

collection baskets with your offertory gift.  This weekend we continue collecting for the Easter flowers to 

decorate our Church.  
 

CARDINAL’S LENTEN APPEAL: Our Lenten Alms this year will go to the Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal, which this 

year has a special focus on food poverty.  Please pick up a Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal from the table in the porch. 
 

BAPTISM COURSE: The next Baptism Course takes place on Saturday 1st June 10am-12noon in St Joseph’s 

Church Hall.  If you wish to attend the Course please complete an A5 Registration Form from the table. 
 

EVER POPULAR SCIMP CREAM TEA ON SUNDAY 5TH MAY: St Joseph’s Church Hall after the 12:15pm Mass.  

Further details to follow.  All welcome. 
 

SPRING FAYRE 12TH MAY:  Donations welcome for the Tombola Stall.  Please place items in the box in the 

Church Porch. Thank you. 
 

ST JOSEPH’S DRAMA GROUP PROUDLY PRESENTS “THE WIZARD OF OZ”: In St Joseph’s Church on 

Thursday 2nd May @ 7.30pm; Friday 3rd May @ 7.30pm; Saturday 4th May @ 2.00pm and 7.30pm. Tickets are 

£5.00 adult; £3.00 child (Years 7-13 inclusive) and all primary school children free. Please contact David on 

07775 911548 or Margaret on 07875 245094 to reserve tickets." 
 

CURRENT VACANCIES AT ST. MARGARET CLITHEROW SCHOOL: The Governing Body of this outstanding 

school are looking for a full time class teacher, a part time Nursery teacher (afternoons from September 2019) 

and a full time 1:1 SEN Teaching Assistant to join our wonderful school.  Please contact Maria Streeter in the 

school office (01438 352863) or visit teachinherts.com  SEN closes 29th April. Full time teacher and Nursery Part 

time teacher closes 3rd May. 
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