ST JOHN'S WOOD &
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY,

MARYLEBONE
54 Lodge Road, NW8 8LA

parish.rcdow.org.uk/stjohnswood
parish.rcdow.org.uk/marylebone

OUR LADY'S,

020 7286 3214

https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw

SERVICE TIMES
St John’s Wood

Sunday Mass
6:00pm (Sat, Vigil),
9:00am, 12:15pm, 6:00pm

Weekday Mass
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday &
Saturday 10:00am

Adoration
Saturday 10.30am - 11.00am

Confessions
Saturday 10:30am - 11:00am,
5:15pm - 5:45pm

Marylebone

Sunday Mass
10:45am (Sung)

Weekday Mass
Monday & Wednesday 12:30pm
Friday 6:30pm

Confessions & Adoration
Friday 5:30pm - 6:20pm

DONATE

Please scan the QR code below to
donate to our parishes

St John's Wood  Marylebone
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Living Stones

When | filled in marriage registers
during my time at our Cathedral, it
struck me as odd that the address of
the mother church of our diocese
was Ashley Place, an insignificant
spur running from Carlisle Place
along the back of the old John Lewis
building which then turns 180
degrees at St Paul's bookshop and

becomes Morpeth Terrace. The
cathedral isn't on this road at all.
But then light dawned and |

remembered as a boy standing on
that very street. You see in those
days Ashley Place ran all the way
along the front of Westminster
Cathedral such that even with my
back pressed against the buildings
which lined that tiny road as it linked
Carlisle Place to Ambrosden Avenue
and my neck craned upwards, | was
never able to grasp fully the
grandeur of the building.

Now the splendour of its striking
Byzantine-inspired architecture, that
red-and-white striped brickwork
unique among English cathedrals,
and the soaring campanile (bell
tower), create a memorable
impression right from the other side
of Victoria Street because of the wide
piazza opened out before it.

Yet the original hidden nature of this
church should not be forgotten for
when it was first planned, Catholics
in England had only recently

emerged from centuries of legal
restrictions and social prejudice
following the Reformation. Yes,
Catholic emancipation had been
achieved in 1829, but our community
did not possess the wealth or
political influence enjoyed by the
Church of England. As a result,
acquiring a prominent site
comparable to those occupied by
major Anglican churches was
difficult. Thus, in the 1880s and
1890s, we purchased land that had
previously been the Tothill Fields
Bridewell prison. It was inexpensive
compared with more prestigious
locations in central London and
made it one of the few plots
available for constructing a cathedral
of such scale in our great city.

The humble origins of this beautiful
cathedral remind us of how our faith
was still frowned upon just over 100
years ago. All the more reason then
to celebrate its dedication in 1910 -
marked each year on 1 July and
recalling the consecration of this
edifice for the worship and service of
GCod - with a visit. However, you
won't find an historical monument
but our living and breathing spiritual
Mother Church full of people quietly
praying and going to Mass,
confession, and yes, weddings too
with the exact same paperwork as in
1999 and even 1910. Canon Kevin



https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw

CONTACT
INFORMATION

Parish Clergy
Canon Kevin Jordan
kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Sister
Sr Brigid Collins, RSM
brigid@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Administrator
Kathleen Reddington
stiohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
marylebone@rcdow.org.uk

Bookkeeper (both parishes)
Asha Stephen
stjohnswoodbookkeeper
@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Safeguarding Rep
Frances Uchea (both parishes)
stjohnswoodsg@
safeguardrcdow.org.uk

Musical Director (SJW)
Martin Toyer
martintoyer@rcdow.org.uk

PARISH DIARY

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
SJW - 9:00am, term time

Tea and Coffee
SJW- after 9:00am Mass,
term time
MB - 12 July

Parent/Toddler Group - SJW
Upper hall
9:30am - 11:30am Tuesday,
Wednesday & Thursday,
term time

Legion of Mary - MB
after 12:30pm Mass,
Wednesdays

PARISH NOTICES

Baptismal Preparation Class will be
held at Our Lady's at 11:30am on
Saturday 11 July . Please contact the
parish office to book a place.

The SVP Foodbank Collection takes
place next weekend. Please leave
non-perishable items on the table in
the porches. Thank you.

Next Sunday is Sea Sunday.
Seafarers and fishers play a vital role
in all of our lives, but they often work
in difficult, hazardous conditions.
Sea Sunday is when the Church
prays for all those who live and work
at sea. Your support will make a big
difference to seafarers and fishers in
need. You can donate in church, or
at: www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate or
by texting ‘SEA’ to 70460 to donate
£5. This collection is vital to enable
Stella Maris to continue its
important work, so please give
generously. Thank you.

A Day With Mary is hosting an
International Symposium from 29
July to 31 July at St Mary's Catholic
Church, West Croydon. Further
information is available at
www.adaywithmary.org/symposium
or please see the poster in the
porches.

World Wide Rosary takes place on
Wednesday, 26 August at 3:00pm.
Radio Maria UK is hosting a World
Wide Rosary at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Willesden. The Rosary will be
broadcast live across their global
network of sister Radio Maria
stations, with almost a billion people
praying together. They are inviting
pilgrims to come to the Shrine for
the Rosary broadcast and bring their
voices to this extraordinary moment
of worldwide prayer. More
information can be found at
www.RadioMaria.uk or on the poster
in the porches.

Pilgrimage to Assisi. Eddie Gilmore is
leading a walking pilgrimage to Assisi
from 18 - 26 September. One night in
Florence then six days along the
beautiful ‘Way of Francis’. For more
information please email Eddie at:
gileag@gmail.com or visit the website
at: www.eddiegilmore.org Please also
see the poster in the porches.

Mary’s Meals invite you to collect all
your foreign currency (and UK
coins/notes that are no longer legal
tender) no matter how old or obscure.
After the summer break, especially if
some of you have travelled abroad,
we would like you to put any of your
foreign coins/notes aside and we will
collect them in September in special
Mary's Meals envelopes which will be
available at the back of church.
Currently the charity feeds over 2.6
million young children one good
meal every day in their place of
education in over 17 countries. By
giving Mary's Meals your foreign
currency you can help feed the next
hungry child. Because of their low
costs they can do this for as little as
£19.15 per child per year! For more
information pleae see the poster at
the back of the church.

Adoremus 2026 will take place on
Saturday 10 October. There will also
be a national Catholic schools’ art
competition in the lead-up to
Adoremus. Young people are are
invited to create artwork reflecting
themes such as the Blessed
Sacrament, the presence of Jesus,
and the beauty of our cathedrals.
Entries to be submitted by emailing a
photo of the artwork to
artcompetition@christian.art by 15
September. Posters are available in
the porches with further details.

Summer Holidays. We wish all the
early bird holiday-makers safe
journeys and a good rest. Do contact
us for help to find local churches and
Mass times.

WESTMINSTER ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESAN TRUST:
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 233699
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