
FIVE PRECIOUS WOUNDS
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Parish Bulletin – 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 11th February 2024
Welcome to everybody at Mass today and especially to anyone who is new or

visiting. We ask God’s blessing on you and your loved ones this week.

THIS WEEK
Sunday 11th February 2024 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 6pm Regina Isobelle Atienza - Birthday,

Thanksgiving
10am People of the Parish
12pm Shiela Mitchel - RIP
Monday 12th February
No Mass
Tuesday 13th February
10am Medina Masbad - RIP
Wednesday 14th February Ash Wednesday
10am June & Pete - Thanksgiving -

Wedding Anniversary
7pm Eugenia Ilonwah and Family -

Thanksgiving
Thursday 15th February
10am Dale Pereira - Birthday - Thanksgiving
Friday 16th February
10am Bridget O’Brian - RIP
Sunday 18th February 1st Sunday of Lent
Saturday 6pm Brian and Mary Shanahan - RIP
10am People of the Parish
12pm Michael Loughnane - RIP

GOSPEL REFLECTION

Mark shows the warmth of Jesus’ humanity with
his concern for a leper. The leper had no right
even to approach Jesus, but must have felt that
he would get a favourable response and no
word of reproach. “Jesus felt sorry for him” is
rather a weak translation - the Greek is far
stronger: colloquially it literally means ‘was
gutted’; so Jesus
felt compassion to
the depths of his
being. Then
Jesus touched
him – in this
touching he was
both reaching
out to someone
ritually impure
and risking
infection. There
have been famous repetitions of this brave and
heartfelt gesture: Francis of Assisi kissing a
leper’s hand, Princess Diana shaking hands with
an AIDS sufferer (when the sickness was thought
to be contagious by touch). One can imagine the
awestruck horror of the bystanders at this
outrageous expression of love and sympathy.
Why, then, does Jesus ‘sternly’ send him away? A
more faithful rendering would be not ‘sternly’
but ‘in anger’. It is possible that the anger is
directed at the leprosy, considered as an exterior
invasion, and so he sent it (the disease) away.

At least Jesus’ whole-hearted emotional
involvement with the sufferer is palpable.

Who are the equivalent of lepers in our society?

PARISH SCHEDULE
Sunday Mass:
6pm Saturday (Said Mass), 10.00am (Sung Mass), 12pm (Mass
with hymns)
Weekday Mass:
Tuesday – Friday 10.00am
Holy Days of Obligation:
10.00am and 7.00pm
Eucharistic Adoration:
Friday 10.35-11.20am and Saturday 5.00-5.45pm
Confessions:
Friday 10.35-11.20am and Saturday 5.15-5.45pm

Nigerian Friends:
Monthly on the 2nd Sunday of the month at 1.00 pm
Ghanaian Association:
Monthly on the last Sunday of the month at 1 pm
Filipino Association:
Mass on the First Sunday of the month at 3 pm

First Saturday Devotion – Rosary Group:
First Saturday of each month at 4.00pm in the parish hall.
Divine Mercy Devotion:
Third Saturday of each month at 3.00pm in the parish hall.



TODAY’S MASS READINGS

Entrance Antiphon: Ps 30: 3-4
Be my protector, O God,
a mighty stronghold to save me.
For you are my rock, my stronghold!
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of
your name.

First reading:
Leviticus 13:1-2,44-46
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
‘If a swelling or scab or shiny spot
appears on a man’s skin, a case of
leprosy of the skin is to be
suspected. The man must be taken
to Aaron, the priest, or to one of
the priests who are his sons.
‘The man is leprous: he is unclean.

The priest must declare him
unclean; he is suffering from
leprosy of the head. A man infected
with leprosy must wear his clothing
torn and his hair disordered; he
must shield his upper lip and cry,
“Unclean, unclean.” As long as the
disease lasts he must be unclean;
and therefore he must live apart:
he must live outside the camp.’

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 31(32):1-2,5,11

You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill
me with the joy of salvation.

Happy the man whose offence is
forgiven,
whose sin is remitted.

O happy the man to whom the Lord
imputes no guilt,
in whose spirit is no guile.

You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill
me with the joy of salvation.

But now I have acknowledged my
sins;
my guilt I did not hide.

I said: ‘I will confess
my offence to the Lord.’

And you, Lord, have forgiven
the guilt of my sin.

You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill
me with the joy of salvation.

Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord,
exult, you just!

O come, ring out your joy,
all you upright of heart.

You are my refuge, O Lord; you fill
me with the joy of salvation.

Second reading:
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1
Whatever you eat, whatever you
drink, whatever you do at all, do it
for the glory of God. Never do
anything offensive to anyone – to
Jews or Greeks or to the Church of
God; just as I try to be helpful to
everyone at all times, not anxious
for my own advantage but for the
advantage of everybody else, so

that they may be saved. Take me
for your model, as I take Christ.

Gospel Acclamation: cf.Ep1:17,18
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see what hope his
call holds for us.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Mark 1:40-45
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded
on his knees: ‘If you want to’ he
said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling
sorry for him, Jesus stretched out
his hand and touched him. ‘Of
course I want to!’ he said. ‘Be
cured!’ And the leprosy left him at
once and he was cured. Jesus
immediately sent him away and
sternly ordered him, ‘Mind you say
nothing to anyone, but go and show
yourself to the priest, and make the
offering for your healing prescribed
by Moses as evidence of your
recovery.’ The man went away, but
then started talking about it freely
and telling the story everywhere, so
that Jesus could no longer go
openly into any town, but had to
stay outside in places where
nobody lived. Even so, people from
all around would come to him.

Communion Antiphon
Cf. Ps 77: 29-30
They ate and had their fill,
and what they craved the Lord gave
them;
they were not disappointed in what
they craved.

FAITH APPS FOR YOUR
PHONE

Here are some great apps to help you develop
your faith, which you may be interested in

exploring:
Bible in one year  Hallow  Amen  Laudate 

The Catholic App 
Universalis



AROUND THE PARISH

Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday falls this Wednesday, 14th

February. There will be Masses with the imposition of
ashes at 10.00am and 7.00pm.

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will take place each Friday during
Lent at 7.00pm, commencing 16th February.

Walk With Me
Walk With Me is a daily Lenten companion in the form
of a small booklet, with a scripture reading and
reflection for each day of this holy season. It includes
a introduction by our Archbishop, Cardinal Vincent
Nichols. Copies of Walk With Me are now available at
the back of church with a suggested donation of £1 per
copy.

Parish Vision Afternoon
Over the last few months there have been some new
initiatives - Alpha, the Connect Group and our new
youth club - aimed at deepening the culture of
evangelisation and formation in our parish. I’d now
love to have a discussion about the next steps we can
take on this journey.
On Sunday 3rd March after the 12pm Mass we’re going
to have a Parish Vision Afternoon. It will consist of two
talks - one about the missionary identity of the parish
and a second about a vision for the future, followed by
a discussion to gather thoughts and ideas about the
next steps. Anyone involved in ministry in the parish -
as readers, cleaners, members of the Alpha team,
Eucharistic ministers, leaders of our national
associations, finance committee members and so on -
is welcome to attend. It will last a couple of hours and
we will provide sandwiches and refreshments. Please
come along and be part of this important discussion!
God bless, Fr Tony.

Eucharistic Ministers Training
A Formation Course for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion will take place on Saturday 9th March
2024 from 10am to 1pm at the Parish of St John the
Evangelist (Mill End), Berry Lane, Rickmansworth, WD3

7HG. All the Eucharistic Ministers and those who are
willing to become a Eucharistic Ministers are welcome
to attend the course. Contact the office for more
details.

My Father’s Father
God is Father– this is the life-altering revelation of
Jesus. Yet, how many of us struggle to know that we
have a Father in heaven who knows, loves, and
chooses us as His sons and daughters? Join Fr. Dave
Pivonka on this 6-part video series as he journeys
home to reflect on the urgent need to know God as
a Father.
We will be showing this powerful series every Friday
during Lent, at 6pm in the hall, prior to Stations of
the Cross at 7pm.

Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal 2024
If you can, please show your support for the Cardinal’s
Lenten Appeal. All funds raised go towards projects
across our Diocese. Each year, the Diocese uses
donations made to support the work of our services,
such as Marriage & Family Life; Youth Ministry, and
Education. Funds are also used to support the work of
Caritas Westminster, who work for and with some of
the most vulnerable people in our Diocese. His
Eminence, Cardinal Nichols, has expressed his
gratitude to everyone who supports the Appeal, with
whatever they can afford. So, please take a donation
envelope today, for more information. You can use the
QR code to make your donation online. Thank you for
your generosity.

Mary’s Meals would like to invite you to collect all
your foreign currency* no matter how old or
obscure. In 2 weekends time there will be envelopes
at the back of church for you to take home and put all
your foreign coins and notes into. Clear out your
drawers and have a look under the sofa. Currently
the charity feeds over 2.4 million young children one
good meal every day in their place of education – by
giving Mary’s Meals your foreign coins and notes you
can help feed the next hungry child.

Mary’s Meals feeds in over 18 countries. Because of
our low costs we can do this for as little as £19.15 per
child per year!

*We will also take UK coins/notes that aren’t legal
tender

Candle sales
Due to cost increases, the price at which we sell
candles no longer reflects what the parish pays for
them. In fact, we now make a loss on each candle sold.
Regrettably, this means that from the beginning of
February, we have raised the price of our candles as
follows:
Tea lights - 25p (remains the same)
24-hour votive lights - £1.50

Pillar candles - £2.50
If parishioners wish to purchase whole boxes of
candles, we are very happy to order them from our
suppliers. However, we currently make a substantial
loss on these so in future we will have to charge the
following prices, as follows:
Box of 96, 24-hour votive lights - £90
Box of 24 pillar candles - £40.
Thank you for your understanding.

Toilets in the hall
We are pleased to let you know that the finance
committee has approve the refurbishment of the
gents’ and ladies’ toilets in the parish hall. Prior to
work this work commencing, however, we have been
advised that a small amount of asbestos needs to be
removed. For the time being, the main toilets will be
closed, but facilities will be available in the former
nursery area. Please follow the signs in the hall.

Connect Group
Recently we had the first of our post-Alpha Connect
groups. Despite the freezing weather (outside and
inside the parish hall!) there was a good turnout and
we had a great discussion on the theme of "Why
pray?"
The Connect group is for anyone who's done Alpha
(and all those who are curious) to come together once
a month to connect with each other and with God.
We'll follow the same format as Alpha: food and social
time, praise and worship music, video input and small
group discussion.
To begin with, our input will be from The Prayer
Course (https://prayercourse.org/sessions/). Our next
Connect group will be on Thursday 15th February at
6.30pm, when we'll be exploring the prayer of
Adoration: how we can enjoy God’s presence in praise
and worship.
PS - for those who haven't had a chance to do Alpha
yet, we're going to run it again later this year. Look out
for further announcements.

Open House
The Open House will resume again this February. This
is an opportunity to see Fr Tony without an
appointment (for form signings etc). Please come to
the presbytery between 5pm and 6pm on Tuesdays.

First Saturday Devotion
Each month the Filipino community will celebrate the
First Saturday devotion to Our Lady at 4pm. This will
be followed as normal by Adoration and Confessions,
and Mass at 6pm. Next celebration on 2nd March. All
welcome.

Baptism preparation
Please note that the next baptism preparation will be
held on Tuesday 9th April at 7pm instead.

First Holy Communion 2023-24
The next First Holy Communion sessions take place on
25th February, 30th 10th, and 17th March at 10.45am in
the parish centre. There will also be a parent’s session
at 7pm on Friday 23rd February. First Confessions will
take place on Saturday 16th March at 11am. Parents
should continue to sign the Mass attendance register
which will be at the back of church.

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION

Planned giving 327.73, loose plate £492.77. Our
parish relies entirely on your donations to pay
our bills, so thank you for making a difference!
Many are now switching to making a standing
order with their banks to make their weekly

contributions. For more information, please visit
our website

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/stonebridge/donate/
and follow the link to making a donation.

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/stonebridge/donate/


AROUND THE PARISH
HOW TO CONTACT US
Address:
Brentfield Road, London, NW10 8ER
Telephone:
0208 965 3313
Website:
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/stonebridge

Parish priest:
Fr Tony Thomas
tonythomas@rcdow.org.uk
Permanent Deacon:
Rev. Andrew Safo Poku
andrewsafopoku@rcdow.org.uk
Parish administrator:
Violet D’Souza
stonebridge@rcdow.org.uk

Safeguarding representative:
Janeen Nwosu
stonebridgesg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
Primary School
Our Lady of Lourdes Primary School
www.lourdes.brent.sch.uk

The parish office is open from 10.30-2.30pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
There is an ‘Open House’ each Tuesday between 5.00pm and 6.00pm to see Fr Tony briefly without an appointment.

PRAYERS, PLEASE

Please keep in your prayers our parishioners
who are sick or housebound:

Lin Thomas, Kadeem Edwards, Amar
Atienza, Betty O’Reily (Elizabeth), Eileen
Dowd, Marcella Frawley, Valda Baptist,

Omolara Ademuyiwa

Please give the names of any sick or
housebound you would like mentioned in
the newsletter to Fr Tony or Violet, our

administrator.

TEA AND COFFEE AFTER MASS

There are refreshments in the hall after the
12.00pmMass on Sundays and after all

weekday Masses.

Please join us for a friendly cuppa and chat!

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Lent is about a
relationship, the

most important one,
with God and our

neighbour”

Fr. John Lombardi

CHILDREN’S CORNER
This wordsearch is inspired by today’s Gospel. Howmany hidden words can you find?
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