
 

PRAYING TOGETHER FOR THE CHURCH,  
THE WORLD, THE PARISH  & ONE ANOTHER 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND: Ann Hull, Michael Griffin Snr., 
Titus Fernandes, Mary Malone, Margaret Cournane, 
Annie Phillips, Sadie & Tony Burgess, Mavis Hinton, 
Tom Fernandes, Cath Kervill, John Flynn, All in Cop-
land Nursing Home, Gerard Perera, Margaret Mac-
donald, Gillian Gibb, Joe Nemeth, Ann Nemeth, Ken 
Fernandes, Michael Fahey, Marie Rego, Peter Bell, 
Antonio DiLieto Snr., Alan Woods, David Musgrave, 
Maria Nellie De Lima. 
 
RECENTLY BAPTISED:  Michael Alcorn. 
 
RECENTLY DEPARTED:  Pamela Greenop, Susan Reyn-
olds, Frank Hunt, Mary Bryant. 
 
ANNIVERARIES OF THE DEPARTED: Philip Clarke (1st). 
 
INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS FOR  DECEMBER 
The Elderly: That the elderly, sustained by families 
and Christian communities, may apply their wisdom 
and experience to spreading the faith and forming the 
new generations. 

ADVENT III PRAYER 
 

God our strength and our 
hope, grant us the courage of 
John the Baptist, constantly 
to speak the truth, boldly to 
rebuke vice and patiently to 
suffer for the truth's sake; in 
the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit 
one God now and for ever. 

Amen.  

MAKING CONTACT AT ST. GEORGE’S 
Parish Priest:     Mgr. Jeremy Fairhead   jeremyfairhead@rcdow.org.uk 
Assistant Priest:    Fr. Tony Thomas  tonythomas@rcdow.org.uk 
Catechetical Coordinator:   Mr. Peter Kingsley  peterkingsley@rcdow.org.uk 
Secretary:     Mrs. Toni Miles   sudbury@rcdow.org.uk  
Director of Music:   Mr. Scott Price   scottprice@rcdow.org.uk 
Hall Bookings:    via the office or   sudbury@rcdow.org.uk 
Address: The Presbytery, 970 Harrow  Road,  Sudbury, Wembley,  Middlesex,  HA0 2QE  
Tel: 020 8904 2552.   Phone Options: 1. Mass Times;  2. Parish Office  3. Mgr Jeremy;     
4. Fr. Tony; 5. Pastoral Assistant.                          Charity No: 233699 
Email: sudbury@rcdow.org.uk           Website:  parish.rcdow.org.uk/sudbury    

 

SANCTUARY LAMP   
has been sponsored this week  

In Memory of 

Peter McGauran RIP 
 

LAMP AT THE ALTAR OF 
OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM  
has been sponsored this week  

For a Special Intention 
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Sunday cycle  
Readings Year  B 

 

Weekday Readings  
Season of Advent 

 

Divine Office 
Week 3 

Sunday 17th December 2017 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

John the Baptist announces to          
messengers that the saviour they 
seek is already among them, but as 
yet unrecognized. John’s response       
highlights for us an important Advent 
theme: Jesus has already come into 
the world as our saviour. During     
Advent, we pray that we will be able 
to recognize Jesus’ presence in our 
midst. Advent also reminds us that 
Jesus will come again to fulfil the 
promise of salvation. We pray that 

we will continue to be watchful as we anticipate that great 
day. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a,10-11 
The Lord’s salvation will be made known to the poor and the 
oppressed. 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul encourages the Thessalonians to rejoice and pray al-
ways. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 1:6-8,19-28 
John gives testimony that he is preaching and baptizing in 
order to prepare for the coming of another. 

Welcome to all at Mass today, especially to any visitors and particularly those who are 
here for the first time. Please take this sheet home with you which will tell you about 

this week’s celebration and the activities during the week and also to remind you of our 
Liturgy today. 

TODAY’S MASS 

SPIRITUAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
“If there is joy in the world, surely the person of  

pure heart posses it” 
 St. Thomas a Kempis 



Sunday Reflection 

 The Third Sunday of Advent is known 
as Gaudate Sunday. Gaudate is the Latin 
word for rejoice and is the message of the 
readings and the prayers for the Mass of 
today. While it is nice to hear someone tell 
us to “rejoice” the reality is that in the world 
and in our lives there are times when it is 
difficult to find joy. On the news we hear of 
wars, terrorist attacks and senseless        
killings as happened not long 
ago in Paris or London. We hear 
about hurricanes, earthquakes 
and fires that result in so much 
death and suffering. Where is 
the joy in all of this? In our own 
lives we might be facing various 
trial of health, family tragedies, 
and relationships that are suffer-
ing. How can we be joyful with 
all these things going on around 
us and in our lives? 
 When Saint Paul wrote this 
letter to the Thessalonians and 
tells them to rejoice, he is not 
being entertained in the house 
of some wealthy member of the community 
and being waited on hand and foot. It’s easy 
to rejoice when everything is going right. 
Everything is not going well for Paul, and he 
wrote this letter as he was being persecuted 
and fleeing from town to town. Throughout 
his ministry Paul suffered multiple times 
including stoning and imprisonment, too 
many to list here. Yet Paul never stopped 
calling upon the various Christian            
Communities to rejoice, and in his letter to 
the Philippians he wrote; “Rejoice in the 
Lord always, I shall say it again, rejoice!” 
 When Saint Paul speaks of joy he is not 
referring to a nice, fleeting feeling that 
makes one feel good, it is the rich              

long-lasting joy that comes from the Holy 
Spirit that goes to the very core of our     
being. This is deep inner joy that comes 
from knowing Jesus. Paul believed and     
experienced that God was always with him, 
the Joy of the Lord was his strength, and he 
knew that even in the darkest and most 
difficult situations God would provide for 
him. When have a deep personal                          

relationship with him we experi-
ence the fruits of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives. These are; love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness,           
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self control. [Gal 5:22-23]. The 
joy of the Lord is a fruit of the Holy 
Spirit. We bear fruit when we     
welcome and receive the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit in our lives. These 
are what gave Paul the ability to 
shout out for joy even during the 
most difficult times. 
 This joy can be with us at all 
times, even the most trying times. 
It doesn’t take away the problems 

pain we might experience, but it lifts us up 
to accept them, bear them, and trust the 
Immanuel – God is with us. Today the 
church calls us to rejoice and to walk in 
faith, for God is with us. We walk believing 
in the truth and    beauty revealed to us by 
Jesus and share with Christians throughout 
the world the importance of his birth, and 
faith in his     second coming. This is what 
opens us up to being filled with that deep 
joy that can be inexpressible but always 
present in our lives. Advent is a time that 
helps us to be more appreciative of the gift 
of Jesus, more open to his presence, and 
more receptive of the joy that comes from 
him.  

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING - Would you like to 
help contribute to making your Parish community safer 
for all? Until the summer of 2018 free online training is 
available through the Diocese. To register your interest 
please see the poster in the Porch for further details or 
email: safeguardingadmin@rcdow.org.uk  
 
HOLY BAPTISM:  Information packs are available from 
the parish office. You can sign up there for the prepara-
tion evening.  Parents to be, i.e. before birth, are wel-
come to attend.  The next baptism preparation evening 
will be on Friday 26th January 2018 at 7.30pm in the 
parish centre. 
  
THE LIST OF THE SICK has now been renewed. If you 
know someone who needs to be included please let the 
office know. 
  
HELPERS AT 9.45AM FAMILY MASS - We are extremely 
grateful to all who help the children read at the 9.45am 
Family Mass. We are urgently looking for new volun-
teers to help on a monthly basis. If you might be open 
to help or would like further information please speak 
to Marcia Taylor at the 9.45am Family Mass or 
email bumbletaylor@btinternet.com. Thank you.  
  
CHILDREN'S LITURGY - Might you be open to help with 
the Children's Liturgy at the 9.45am Family Mass? If you 
might consider joining our team of Catechists/Helpers 
please contact Una Moran on 07932 620 504. Thank 
you. 
  
CONFIRMATION ENROLMENT - The Information Even-
ing for those wishing to enrol on the Confirmation 
Programme during the coming year will be on Mon-
day 8th January 2018. 
  
FRIENDS OF JESUS - The Friends of Jesus Programme 
takes place on Fridays from 5.30-6.30pm providing a 
little religious education to those children in the Par-
ish not attending a Catholic school. An Information 
Leaflet is available in the porch.   The classes will re-
sume on Friday 12th January 2018. 
  
EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION 
- Might you be open to serve the Parish as an Extra-
Ordinary Minister of Holy Communion?  We are always 
grateful to those people who assist the Priest with 
administering the Sacrament at Mass and taking Holy 
Communion to the sick and housebound.  If you are 
interested and like to be considered please speak to Fr. 
Tony . 
  
CALLING BAPTISM PREPARATION CATECHISTS -Might 
you consider helping to prepare Parents/Carers for the 
Baptism of their Infants   If you are interested or would 
like further information please speak to Fr. Tony.   

BEFRIENDING SERVICE - If you know of anyone in the 
Parish who might like to be befriended please let us 
know as we have a small group of befrienders who 
would be only too happy to help. 
  
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED to help with the CHURCH 
FLOWERS.  You do not have to be professional just 
committed to coming to help on Fridays and at major 
celebrations.  If you can help please contact the parish 
team. 
   
CHURCH LAMPS: If you would like to sponsor the 
blessed sacrament lamp or the lamp by the altar of Our 
Lady of Walsingham with a particular intention, the 
cost is £10 for the week - Please see Toni in the Parish 
Office.  We now have cards (akin to Mass Cards) for the 
sponsoring of the Sacrament lamp or Walsingham 
Lamp if you’d like to use these if you are sponsoring a 
lamp in memory of someone.  They can be obtained 
from the parish office.  PLEASE REMEMBER to book 
your anniversary Masses early.  We are now booked up 
until July 2018. 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH: ANYONE contemplating the 
prospect of spending Christmas Day alone has another 
option in our community.  We arrange a traditional 
Christmas lunch and volunteers will provide transport 
to those in need of a lift.  If you would like to attend as 
a guest and/or you know of someone who would bene-
fit, please email us. We will need the help and support 
of volunteers on the day.  Any queries email Christ-
maslunch25@gmail.com or telephone Catherine on 
07985350181.   
  
FAMILY LOOKING FOR 3-4 BEDROOM HOUSE to rent in 
Sudbury.  Call Lency on 07954096398 
CLEANER WANTED for mornings only.  Tel: 020 8904 
3894. 
  
WHITE/YELLOW FOLDER INFORMATION FOR THE 
FOLLOWING:    (See in church porch) 
BEGINNING EXPERIENCE helps separated, divorced or 
widowed Catholics. 
SMART LOVING SEMINAR for married couples. 
CATHOLIC SINGLES information 
RETROUVAILLE—a lifeline for married couples. 
WIDOWED YOUNG—support events. 
CALIX CENTRE—A Catholic ministry to addicts.  
ADULT FAITH FORMATION COURSES. —new infor-
mation 
 
DIOCESAN VACANCIES: Latest diocesan vacancies in 
folder in porch or go to website. 
 
FOLDERS in the church porch: look for pilgrimages &      
retreats, job opportunities, schools & college.  

  

mailto:Christmaslunch25@gmail.com
mailto:Christmaslunch25@gmail.com


NEWS & VIEWS 
 WELCOME to all who have come to Mass today.  Please 
stay on if you are able, for TEA & COFFEE after the 
9.45am and 11.15am Masses, in the Café-Bar of the Par-
ish Centre.  
  
THE TUCK SHOP will be open in the Parish Centre after 
the 9.45am Mass. 
  
NEW TO THE PARISH? if you are, please know you are 
very welcome.  Please fill in one of the new parishioners 
forms at the back of church  and we’ll get back to you.  
  
PLEASE LEAVE THE PEW NEAT AND TIDY AS YOU DEPART 
CHURCH TODAY.   
  
PARISH DIARY FOR THE WEEK  
Sunday 17 December 2017: 
Teas and coffees after 9.45am and 11.15am Masses –  
Carols by Candlelight   7.00pm 
Monday 18 December: 
Advent Small Group   10.00am 
Keep Fit    2.30pm 
Thursday 21 December: 
Church Cleaning  Group C  10.30am 
Church Decorating after Mass, All morning 
Friday 22 December: 
Church decorating after Mass, All morning 
Teas after morning Mass 
Saturday 23 December: 
 
CHRISTMAS POSTERS as supplied by KSC, are available 
this weekend from the Repository  
 

ST. GEORGE’S CHRISTMAS CARD.  Please take one today 
with all the times of our Christmas services.  Maybe also 
one for a  friend or neighbour too?  Why not encourage 
some to come with you to church this Christmas? 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION: 
The rota for Christmas Masses is on the noticeboard in 
the porch.  Please sign up. 
  
CHRISTMAS GIVING ENVELOPES:  These are now availa-
ble and they are an opportunity for you to make a special 
Christmas gift to the church at this time.  This money is no 
longer an offering to the clergy.  If you wish to give them 
a gift you must do that separately through a card or some 
other means through the parish letterbox.   
  
CHURCH DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS will take place on 
the mornings of Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd Decem-
ber.  Could you come and help to do a bit of cleaning or 
decorating?  Just turn up.  All willing hands appreciated! 

GREENERY FOR CHURCH:   Do you have any holly, ivy 
greenery for decorating the church.  Could you donate 
some?  If so, please can you bring it towards the end of 
the week (Thurs/Fri).  Thanks! 
 
FUNERAL MASS of PAMELA ROSE MARY GREENOP     
Monday 18th December 2017 at 11.00am followed by 
burial in Willesden New Cemetery. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY is the FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT in the 
morning and then Christmas Eve and the beginning of 
Christmas in the evening.  We are meant to try to come to 
Mass that morning (or Saturday evening) as any Sunday! 
  
A BIG THANK YOU from Nora Hunt and her family for all 
the kindnesses and condolences at the death of her hus-
band Frank.  Please know that you will be prayed for and 
Mass will be offered for your intentions. 
  
THANK YOU again to all who responded to our Steward-
ship Campaign and renewed their commitment.  There is 
still time to return your forms or to pick them up from the 
back of church if you have not yet done so. 
  
CHILDREN'S NATIVITY, CHRISTMAS EVE VIGIL MASS - 
After the success of last year we are happy to let you 
know that there will once again be a Children's Nativi-
ty at the Christmas Eve Vigil Mass this year. If your child is 
in Year 3 or above and would like to take part (or you 
would like to help in any way) please contact Monica 
Mortali (Tel 07427 897787 or monicamor-
tali@hotmail.co.uk). Thank you. 
  
CLOSURE OF REPOSITORY - The Repository will be 
closed from Christmas Eve until further notice for a gen-
eral stocktake and reappraisal. Thank you for your under-
standing and patience. 

  

CHRISTMAS STAMPS - Explicitly Christian stamps are 
available from the Post Office. If you haven't yet posted 
your Christmas cards you can ask for these at the Post 
Office to encourage all to reflect a little on the real mean-
ing of Christmas. Thank you. 

  

CHRISTMAS MASS CARDS are available from the parish 
office. 
  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION -Please note that the 
next session, for Parents & Carers Only, is on Tuesday 
16th January at 7.30pm. Thank you. 
  
ADVENT SMALL GROUP - A small group will be meeting 
after Mass on the Mondays in Advent from 10.15-
11.45am in the Parish Café Bar. All are welcome! 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR & 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY MASS:  6.15pm (Saturday Vigil),  
8.30am, 9.45am (Family) & 11.15am (Solemn), 
5.30pm. 
WEEKDAY MASS:  Monday – Saturday 
9.30am. 
HOLYDAYS OF OBLIGATION: 9.30am, 8.00pm.  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Saturday 5.15-
6.00pm.  
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 5.15pm - 6.00pm. 
and any time by appointment.  
DIVINE MERCY: Tuesday 10.30am. 
ROSARY: Daily after Mass. 
____________________________________________ 

Sunday 17 Dec          3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
6.15pm (Sat. Vigil) Gray Kennady RIP 

8.30am      PRO POPULO 
9.45am      Rita Hession RIP 

11.15am     Edward Johnston RIP  
5.30pm       Wyn Reilly RIP 
____________________________________________ 

Mon 18 Dec  Advent feria 
9.30am       Anthony Friel RIP 
11.00am  FUNERAL MASS 
   Pamela Greenop RIP 
_______________________________________ 
Tues 19 Dec  Advent feria 
9.30am       Michele Costella RIP 
________________________________________ 

Weds 20 Dec  Advent feria 
9.30am  Melinda Peter RIP 
_______________________________________ 
Thur 21 Dec  Advent feria 
9.30am  Ralph Halter RIP 
_______________________________________ 
Fri 22 Dec  Advent feria 
9.30am  Thanksgiving/Birthday  
_______________________________________ 
Sat 23 Dec   Advent feria 
9.30am  Daniel Daley RIP 



Entrance Antiphon: Phil 4: 4-5 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.  
 
Collect 
O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 
Nativity, enable us, we pray,  
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 
and to celebrate them always  
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the   
unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading: Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 
The spirit of the Lord has been given  
to me, 
for the Lord has anointed me. 
He has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, 
to bind up hearts that are broken; 
to proclaim liberty to captives, 
freedom to those in prison; 
to proclaim a year of favour from  
the Lord. 
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, 
my soul rejoices in my God, 
for he has clothed me in the garments 
of salvation, 
he has wrapped me in the cloak  
of  integrity, 
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 
like a bride adorned in her jewels. 
‘For as the earth makes fresh  
things grow, 

as a garden makes seeds spring up, 
so will the Lord make both integrity  
and praise 
spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Canticle: Lk 1:46-50,53-54 
 

R/. My soul rejoices in my God. 
 
1. My soul glorifies the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour. 
He looks on his servant in her  
nothingness; 
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
R/. 
 
2. The Almighty works marvels for me. 
Holy his name! 
His mercy is from age to age, 
on those who fear him. R/. 
 
3. He fills the starving with good things, 
sends the rich away empty. 
He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy. R/. 
 
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
24 
 
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; 
and for all things give thanks to God, 
because this is what God expects you to 
do in Christ Jesus. 
Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat 
the gift of prophecy with contempt; 

TODAY’S MASS 
think before you do anything – hold on 
to what is good and avoid every form 
of evil. 
May the God of peace make you per-
fect and holy; and may you all be kept 
safe and blameless, spirit, soul and 
body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God has called you and he will 
not fail you. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Is 61:1(Lk4:18) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been given 
to me. He has sent me to bring the 
good news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28 
A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, 
as a witness to speak for the light, 
so that everyone might believe 
through him. He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 
This is how John appeared as a         
witness. When the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, 
but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not 
the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are 
you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you 
the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So 
they said to him, ‘Who are you? We 
must take back an answer to those 
who sent us. What have you to say 
about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as 

Isaiah prophesied: 
a voice that cries in the wilderness: 
Make a straight way for the Lord.’ 
Now these men had been sent by the 
Pharisees, and they put this further 
question to him, ‘Why are you        
baptising if you are not the Christ, and 
not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John 
replied, ‘I baptise with water; but 
there stands among you – unknown to 
you – the one who is coming after me; 
and I am not fit to undo his               
sandal-strap.’ This happened at     
Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, 
where John was baptising. 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, 
we pray, be offered to you                
unceasingly, to complete what was 
begun in sacred mystery and           
powerfully accomplish for us your    
saving work. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Cf. Is 35: 4 
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and 
do not fear. Behold, our God will 
come, and he will save us. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
We implore your mercy, Lord, 
that this divine sustenance may 
cleanse us of our faults 
and prepare us for the coming feasts. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
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