
SUNDAY MASS:  6.15pm (Saturday Vigil),  
8.30am, 9.45am (Family) & 11.15am (Solemn), 
5.30pm. 
WEEKDAY MASS:  Monday – Saturday 9.30am. 
HOLYDAYS OF OBLIGATION: 9.30am, 8.00pm.  
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Saturday 5.15-6.00pm.  
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 5.15pm - 6.00pm. and any 
time by appointment.  
DIVINE MERCY: Tuesday 10.30am 
ROSARY: Daily after Mass. 
__________________________________________ 
Sunday 31 Dec          THE HOLY FAMILY 
6.15pm      William O’Brien RIP 
8.30am      Ned McCormack RIP 
9.455am     Joan Emily Longuet  RIP  
11.15am  Thanksgiving from the 
    Nicklen & Sexton families 
5.30pm       PRO POPULO 
__________________________________________ 
Mon 1 Jan  THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  
   THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
12 noon   Ned McCormack RIP 
__________________________________________ 
Tues 2 Jan  Ss. Basil the Great and  
   Gregory Nazianzen 
9.30am       Mr Dragon RIP 
__________________________________________ 
Weds 3 Jan  Christmas feria 
9.30am  Joanne Murphy RIP 
__________________________________________ 
Thur 4 Jan  Christmas feria 
9.30am  Liam O’Mally RIP 
__________________________________________ 
Fri 5 Jan  Christmas feria 
9.30am  Mary Small RIP  
__________________________________________ 
Sat 6 Jan   Christmas feria 

9.30am  Ned McCormack RIP 
 

THE WALSINGHAM & SACRAMENT LAMP in 
memory of Max Perera RIP 

 Simeon was a man who was 
just towards others and devout towards 
God. He gladly    accepted the mission 
God called him to perform with much 
fervent prayer and with patient    expec-
tation.  His whole life was in tune with 
the Holy Spirit.  His was found daily in 
the temple in prayer and  worship and 
in humble and faithful expectation for 
the day that the Lord would comfort his 
people.  As the days and months grew 
into years he never lost 
hope.  When Joseph and Mary           
presented the child Jesus in the       
temple, Simeon immediately recognized 
the Lord’s presence in his                   
temple.  Through eyes of faith he sees 
the infant Jesus as the fulfilment of all 
the messianic prophecies, hopes, and 
prayers of the people of Israel. Inspired 
by the Holy Spirit he prophesied that 
Jesus was to be "a revealing light to the  
Gentiles".  Jesus came not only as “light 
and salvation” for the people of Israel, 
but for all nations as well. 
 Simeon blessed Mary and 
Joseph and he prophesied to Mary 
about the destiny of this child and the 
suffering she would undergo for his 
sake.  There is a certain paradox for 
those blessed by the Lord.  Mary was 
given the blessedness of being the 
mother of the Son of God.  That bless-
edness also would become a sword 
which pierced her heart as her Son died 
upon the cross.  She      received both a 
crown of joy and a cross of sorrow.  But 
her joy was not diminished by her sor-
row because it was fuelled by her faith, 
hope, and trust in God and his    promis-
es.  Jesus promised his disciples that "no 
one will take your joy from you" (John 
16:22).   
 The Lord gives us a supernatu-
ral joy which enables us to bear any 
sorrow or pain and which neither life 
nor death can take way.  As a new year 
approaches let us resolve to know the 
joy of a life fully surrendered to God 
with faith and trust. 
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Sunday cycle of  
Readings Year B 

 

Weekday readings     
Christmas season 

 

Divine Office  
week 2 

Sunday 31st December 2017 
 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 
MARY AND JOSEPH 

Welcome to all at Mass today, especially to any visitors especially those who 
are here for the first time. Please take this sheet home with you which will tell 

you about this week’s celebration and the activities during the week and also to 
remind you of our Liturgy today. 

In Jerusalem, Luke reports that 
Mary and Joseph encounter two 
devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, 
who recognize the infant Jesus as 
the fulfilment of Israel’s hope for 
redemption. In Simeon’s words we 
find a prediction of Mary’s           
witnessing of Jesus’ death on the 
cross. In this scene, Luke identifies 
Joseph and Mary as being poor, and 
indeed throughout Luke’s Gospel, 

Jesus will show special concern for the poor. 

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3 
God fulfils his promise to Abraham, and Sarah gives birth to 
a son. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19  
Paul examines Abraham’s example of faith. 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:22-40  
Mary and Joseph present Jesus at the Temple in accordance 
with the Law of Moses. 

TODAY’S MASS 

XMAS  
HOLIDAY  
EDITION 

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE! 



Entrance Antiphon: Lk 2: 16 
The shepherds went in haste, and found 
Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a 
manger. 
 
Collect 
O God, who were pleased to give us the shin-
ing example of the Holy Family, graciously 
grant that we may imitate them in practising 
the virtues of family life and in the bonds of 
charity, and so, in the joy of your house,   
delight one day in eternal rewards.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
 
First reading: Ecclesiasticus 3:3-7,14-17 
The Lord honours the father in his children, 
and upholds the rights of a mother over her 
sons. Whoever respects his father is atoning 
for his sins, he who honours his mother is like 
someone amassing a fortune. Whoever     
respects his father will be happy with        
children of his own,  he shall be heard on the 
day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his    
father, he who sets his mother at ease is 
showing obedience to the Lord. 
My son, support your father in his old age, 
do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him       
sympathy, do not despise him in your health 
and strength; for kindness to a father shall 
not be forgotten but will serve as reparation 
for your sins. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 127:1-5 
 
 

R/. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
 
 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. R/.  
 
2. Your wife like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house;  
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. R/. 
 
3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! R/. 
 
Second reading: Colossians 3:12-21 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he 
loves you, and you should be clothed in     
sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, 
gentleness and patience. Bear with one     
another; forgive each other as soon as a 
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; 
now you must do the same. Over all these 
clothes, to keep them together and complete 
them, put on love. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called together as parts of 
one body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 
find a home with you. Teach each other, and 
advise each other, in all wisdom. With grati-
tude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns 
and inspired songs to God; and never say or 
do anything except in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you 
should in the Lord. Husbands, love your 
wives and treat them with gentleness. Chil-
dren, be obedient to your parents always, 
because that is what will please the Lord. 
Parents, never drive your children to resent-

TODAY’S MASS 
ment or you will make them feel frustrat-
ed.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: Heb1:1-2 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
At various times in the past 
and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the 
prophets; but in our own time, the last 
days, he has spoken to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
When the day came for them to be        
purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, 
the parents of Jesus took him up to         
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. – 
observing what stands written in the Law 
of the Lord: Every first-born male must be 
consecrated to the Lord – and also to offer 
in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said 
in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons. 
Now in Jerusalem there was a man named 
Simeon. He was an upright and devout 
man; he looked forward to Israel’s         
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
until he had set eyes on the Christ of the 
Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to 
the Temple and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
Law required, he took him into his arms 
and blessed God; and he said: 
‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go 
in peace, just as you promised; 
because my eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared for all the nations 
to see, a light to enlighten the pagans 
and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
As the child’s father and mother stood 
there wondering at the things that were 
being said about him, Simeon blessed them 

and said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this 
child: he is destined for the fall and for the 
rising of many in Israel, destined to be a 
sign that is rejected – and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too – so that the   
secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ 
There was a prophetess also, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was well on in years. Her days of     
girlhood over, she had been married for 
seven years before becoming a widow. She 
was now eighty-four years old and never 
left the Temple, serving God night and day 
with fasting and prayer. She came by just at 
that moment and began to praise God; and 
she spoke of the child to all who looked 
forward to the deliverance of      Jerusalem. 
When they had done everything the Law of 
the Lord required, they went back to     
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and 
he was filled with wisdom; and God’s     
favour was with him. 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of         
conciliation, humbly asking that, through 
the intercession of the Virgin Mother of 
God and Saint Joseph, you may establish 
our families firmly in your grace and your 
peace. Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon: Bar 3: 38 
Our God has appeared on the earth, and 
lived among us. 
  
Prayer after Communion 
Bring those you refresh with this heavenly 
Sacrament, most merciful Father, 
to imitate constantly the example of the 
Holy Family, so that, after the trials of this 
world, we may share their company for 
ever. Through Christ our Lord. 
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