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The first Catholic residents of Sunbury, and 
thus the founders of the parish of St Ignatius 
of Loyola, were Irish migrants who arrived, 
probably via the Welsh coast, in Sunbury 
to seek work at the market gardening 
operations that were prevalent in Sunbury, 
Brentford and Isleworth at the time. They 
had left their homeland, with their families, 
to escape the now infamous Irish potato 
famine of 1846 to 1848. In Sunbury these 
Irish migrants lived in Multiply Place – a row 
of workers’ cottages that were a few years 
later pulled down to make way for  
the railway.

To attend Mass on Sunday these families 
walked to the already established parishes 
of Weybridge, Kingston or North Hyde (now 
Heston). As demand grew Father Hodgson, and 
later Father McDonnell, came across the river 
from Weybridge on Sunday to say Mass at the 
home of Mr Hurley of number 2 Multiply Place.

Around 1850 a school teacher, Mr George 
Seymour, came from Weybridge to settle in 
Sunbury with his wife Sarah and son Henry. He 
rented a large cottage on the then Hanworth 
Road (now Park Road on the edge of the 
racecourse). He opened a school for the local 
Catholic children and then allowed Mass to be 
celebrated there on Sundays.

Education First
At this time nationally, laws were being 

passed that required all children between the 
ages of five and ten to attend school and most 
children were educated through the church. The 
Catholic church, with its hierarchy of diocesan 
bishops recently restored, prioritised education 
of the poor, therefore schools were established 
for the children of the local population of Irish 
Catholic migrants before dedicated places of 

Throughout the 1850s, the demand for 
migrant labour to build the railway from London 
to Sunbury and Shepperton and the construction 
of the waterworks at Hampton increased the 
Catholic population of Sunbury. The railway 
to London finally opened in 1864 and was the 
trigger for a huge expansion of Sunbury, as it 
now provided the means of getting local produce 
to the fresh food markets in London on a daily 
basis. By 1862 the chapel at Laurel Cottages had 
been dedicated to St Ignatius of Loyola, although 
the local map of the time has it marked as  
St Leonard’s – the reason for this is lost but it is 
known that with the Catholic population of the 
area approaching 600, the tiny chapel was rapidly 
becoming inadequate.

worship. The parishioners of Sunbury, along 
with most other fledgling catholic parishes, 
used their weekday schoolroom as the focus for 
celebration of Mass on Sunday. 

Around 1855, George Seymour’s school 
moved from Park Road to Laurel Cottages (also 
known as Hanworth Road at the time). The two 
cottages he rented included a stable in the 
garden of one of the cottages. The thatched 
stable was pulled down and converted into a 
brick and slate structure that was used as a 
school during the week and a chapel on Sunday 
- the first permanent Catholic chapel for the 
people of Sunbury. It is possible that this move 
was facilitated by a change in the law which gave 
state funding to Catholic schools for the first 
time. At this time the parish was being served 
by the priest from North Hyde (Heston) – Father 
Mooney.

The Jesuit Connection
The first known Jesuit connection with 

Sunbury came around this time through 
Beaumont College in Windsor. The college 
housed Jesuit novices until 1861 when they 
moved to Manresa House in Roehampton. 
The Society of Jesus, also known as the Jesuits, 
founded by St Ignatius of Loyola in 1540, had 
been entrusted by the bishops to provide 
spiritual leadership to many of the burgeoning 
Catholic parishes in England. 

The Jesuit novices from Beaumont prepared 
the local Catholic children for Confirmation. 
It is known that around 1854, fifty to sixty of 
these children walked to Weybridge (some 
bare-footed for lack of shoes) to receive the 
Sacrament. The priest gave them a meal before 
their walk home. The Jesuits preached to the 
Catholic community of Sunbury and one of 
these, Father Foley, even preached in their 
native Gaelic tongue. 

The Foundation of the Catholic Parish  of St Ignatius of Loyola in Sunbury

“ All the world 
is full of 
inscape and 
chance left 
free to act 
falls into an 
order as well 
as purpose.”

Portrait reproduced by kind permission of the National Portrait Gallery.

Among the Jesuit novices that came to Sunbury 
to teach the children was the Jesuit priest and 
Victorian poet Gerard Manley Hopkins. While 
a novice at Manresa House in Roehampton he 
was appointed Beadle and was responsible for 
organising the other novices in their duties. 
One of these was the teaching of catechism, 
at Sunbury as well as Brentford, Fulham, 
Marylebone, Isleworth and Westminster. 

― Gerard Manley Hopkins
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1870
This map from the 
Ordnance Survey 
was created from 
data collected 
between 1864 and 
1870. Although the 
railway station had 
been built, Multiply 
Place is still standing 
nearby. To the north 
east, Laurel Cottages 
is clearly marked. 
Although the adjacent 
chapel is marked 
as St Leonard’s, it 
had already been 
dedicated to  
St Ignatius of Loyola.

1895
This map from 1895 
shows how Sunbury 
had grown in 25 
years. The railway 
opened in 1864. St 
Saviour’s Church, the 
Methodist Chapel, the 
Art Works, Kempton 
Park Racecourse and 
St Ignatius Church 
and school have now 
all been built. The 
Marriage Register for 
the church still has the 
address of St Ignatius 
Church as Springfield.

The Changing Face of Sunbury

Maps reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland.

build a new dedicated church. In a letter to The 
Tablet he appealed for funds, declaring that the 
temporary chapel in Laurel Cottages where Mass 
was said was “in every way unworthy of a mission 
so near to London.” Father Browne told The 
Tablet that the Catholics of Sunbury “are a quiet, 
steady, hardworking people. They contribute to 
the utmost of their abilities to the support of the 
mission, and they are doing their very best to 
assist in the erection of a new church.”

Detail from the alms-houses behind the church as they are today. Father Browne, along with his mother Mary and sister 
Annabelle, lived in one of the alms-houses – number 108 – before the presbytery was built.

Overcrowding
By the 1860s The Catholic Mission in Sunbury 

was well established, but for the burgeoning 
600 plus Catholic population of Sunbury 
the tiny chapel at Laurel Cottages could not 
accommodate most of them for Sunday Mass. 
When Father James Richardson Browne arrived 
from Greenwich in 1867, along with his mother 
Mary and sister Annabelle, to live at Laurel 
Cottages and take over the Mission, one of his 
first actions was to appeal for the means to 

The Building of the Sunbury Church 
of St Ignatius of Loyola

“ Their condition with respect to church accommodation is now deplorable. In the present building 
we can only provide sittings for from 90 to 100 persons, so that a large portion of the congregation 
is obliged to stand, many even outside the room when the Holy Sacrifice is offered. The temporary 
chapel is poor in all respects, with few benches, altar-furniture of the most ordinary kind, bare and 
naked walls, and is in every way unworthy of a mission so near to London.”

Father J R Browne describing the state of the chapel in Sunbury in a letter to The Tablet in 1868.
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public office. But long held prejudices meant that 
Catholics were often subject to open hostility.  

Raising the Money
Father Browne was clearly a persuasive 

man and travelled extensively to secure funds 
to build the church. Every donation, large or 
small, was recorded. The single largest amount 
of £500 was from a Miss Tasker early in the 
fundraising effort. The men of the Third King’s 
Own Hussars, stationed at Hounslow Barracks 
where Father Browne travelled to say Mass on 
Sundays, donated £4 and 10 shillings. Many 
individuals gave £1 or one guinea (£1 and 1 
shilling). Six pence was donated by “one deeply 
afflicted”. Many small and medium donations 
are simply from “a friend” or “anonymous” 
and another 6 pence from “a cripple”. Father 
Brown raised money in France and Belgium, 
presumably through the strong Jesuit network  
in those countries.

However, the majority of local Catholics 
were poor, but many of those families that 
were not able to give a monetary contribution 
therefore gave by donating their labour. The 
groundwork for the new church was dug and the 
foundations laid by members of the congregation 
who volunteered in their spare time, under 
the supervision of a Mr John Desmond. By July 
1868 the work had progressed sufficiently for 
the Archbishop of Westminster, Henry Edward 
Manning, to visit the parish on 21 July 1868 
to lay the foundation stone. As noted by The 
Tablet at the time, this ritual was a cause of 
great celebration for the parish. The ceremony 
was attended by many who had donated to 
the cause. A significant number came from 
London, as Sunbury was now easily accessible 
by the newly built railway line. The Archbishop 
addressed those present and praised them for 
being “true children of the Catholic Church by 
toiling to raise a Sanctuary”. He also appealed for 
alms for the church and the collection raised an 
impressive £34 14 shillings. 

At a reception for the visitors, mainly clergy 
and patrons, described by The Tablet as “elegant 
and abundant”, the Archbishop appealed for 
donations to complete the work. Of the £1400 

needed for the building work, £700 was still 
required and accordingly a collection was 
made. How much was raised at this event is not 
recorded!

In the evening tea was provided for the 
parishioners, which, according to The Tablet, 
provided an opportunity “at which the poorer 
portion of the congregation had an opportunity 
of enjoying the auspicious occasion together”.

Formal opening of the Church
Less than a year later Archbishop Manning 

returned to open formally the church on 23 May 
1869 – Trinity Sunday. In his sermon he used 
text from Chapter 4 of Revelation in which God 
is praised by the angels in heaven and applied it 
to the theme of The Trinity. The Archbishop was 
also full of congratulations for Father Browne 
and the congregation. He made particular 
mention of “the laboring men who of course 
had not much money to contribute”. He praised 
them for their contribution of labour, often 
working in the evening after they had completed 
a day’s work in support of their own families. 
The music at the service was a selection from 
Mozart’s Masses and executed by the choir of 
Beaumont College near Windsor, which at the 
time was the training college for Jesuit priests. Details from the ledger entries recording the donations received towards the cost of building the new church. 

Land for a new church had already been 
secured while Father Francis Blake, the first 
permanent priest to live in the parish, was 
head of the Mission during the 1850s. A local 
convert clergyman, Mr Clifford, donated a half 
acre site to build a new church and school 
on the main road of Sunbury (then known 
as Springfield Road). It was not without local 
controversy. Some locals objected to the 
principle of building a new Catholic church 
in such a prominent location. Some of the 
more affluent residents commissioned a local 
auctioneer, Mr Gough, to broker an alternative 
site. When Father Blake was asked to consider 
three acres in Green Lane he replied “The 
Catholics of Sunbury have remained in the 
background long enough; they are now coming 
out in front.” The Roman Catholic Relief Act had 
been passed by Parliament some twenty years 
earlier in 1829, removing the restrictions on 
Roman Catholics in Britain to vote and to hold 

The church, completed in 1869, was built by volunteer local labourers, often toiling after putting in a full day’s paid work 
elsewhere. (drawing by M Sanchez) 
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The following extract from The Universe at the 
time succinctly describes the main architectural 
features of church as follows: “The Church is built 
of Kentish Ragstone, with freestone dressings in the 
style prevalent in England in the 13th Century. The 
plan comprises an apsidal chancel, a nave of four 
bays, sixty feet in length and twenty-four feet wide, 
and an aisle with circular columns and octagonal 
capitals supporting pointed arches. There is a 
window of four compartments with geometrical 
tracery over the principal entrance; The lateral 
windows of the nave are coupled lancet openings 
with quatrefoils in the arched heads. Those of the 
aisle are simple lancets, except the end window, 
which is of two Iights with trefoil over. An elegant 
chancel arch with sculptured capitals supports the 
gabled bell-turret. The roofs of the nave and aisle 
are of open timber work; the roof of the 

chancel is arched and boarded, stained, and 
tastefully decorated. The general lines of the 
interior are graceful and the effect solemn, and the 
tones of the coloured glass in the lancet windows of 
the apse contribute to its beauty.”

Soon after completion of the church, an 
adjacent piece of land was donated by a local 
Catholic landowner, Richard Westbrook Lamb 
of Rivermead House, for the building of the 
presbytery and school. Mr Broader of Hawk 
House was commissioned as the architect. The 
same builders and carpenters that had freely 
given their time for the building of the church 
also built the new school beside the church and 
a home for Father Browne and his successors 
as pastors. The school was formally opened  
in 1874.

The church was built in English 13th Century style using 
Kentish Ragstone with freestone dressings. 

On completion of the church the sculptured heads of Cardinal 
Manning (left) and Father Brown were placed on either side 
of the sanctuary arch as a memorial in their honour.

This plaque was commissioned by the people of the parish 
in memory of Father Browne after his death, in recognition 
of his work getting the church, presbytery and school built.

The presbytery was built by the same volunteer labour as the church on land donated by a local Catholic landowner.

As tradition dictated, a vessel with a document recording the laying of the foundation was placed 
inside the foundation stone. We know the inscription reads:

In honorem Sancti Ignatii Societatis Jesu Fundatoris huius sanctae ecclesiae die 21 Julii, 1868. Capidem 
primarium posuit Reverendissimus Pater Dominus Henricus Eduardus Archispiscopus Westmonasterien; 
pontificatus Sanctissimi Domini Nostri Pii Papae IX., anno vigisimo tertio, Regni vero Victoriae I. Angliae Reginae 
anno trigesimo secundo. Jacobus R. Browne, Sacerdos Missionaris, Architectus fait Dominus Carolus A. Buckler, 
fuerent Alfredus Castle et Edificatores Olivarius Whittle. 

Translated from the Latin it says:
In honor of St. Ignatius of the Society of Jesus, this church was founded on holy ground on July 21, 1868. 

The foundation vessel was placed by the most Reverend Father Henry Edward (Manning), Lord Archbishop 
of Westminster, in the twenty third year of the reign of the most Holy Father Pope Pius IX, in the thirty second 
year of the reign of the English Queen, Victoria. James R. Browne was the Mission priest, the architect was 
Charles A. Buckler, the builders were Alfred Castle and Oliver Whittle.
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The Sanctuary Ceiling  
of Christ the King
Contrast in style

Looking straight down the aisle on entering 
St Ignatius church you are immediately struck by 
two magnificent works of art from two different 
eras in contrasting styles.

The chancel window celebrating the risen 
Christ was installed in recent times, the 
magnificence of which will be discussed later. 
The other is a beautiful Gothic revival mural 
by the celebrated ecclesiastical artist George 
Ostrehan which was completed in the last years 
of the 19th Century. Father Thomas Davis was 
the parish priest at this time, and a gift from a 
Mr Thomas of Arona House, which stood next to 
the church, paid for these works.

The 18th October 1902 edition of The Tablet 
says this about George Ostrehan’s work in  

Acclaimed local artist
By the time George Ostrehan painted the 

sanctuary ceiling he was a highly acclaimed 
ecclesiastical artist and scholar, particularly 
known for his stained glass windows. With 
his wife Evangeline, or Eva, they established 
a residential school of art in Sunbury. Their 
riverside family home and school, known as 
Weir View, was opposite St Mary’s Church. This 
Sunbury church also contains three superb 
gothic revival double stained glass windows by 
George as well as a painting ‘Christ The King’ on 
the chancel ceiling.

Sadly George Ostrehan died of cancer, age 
36, on 9th October 1903 in Sunbury-on-Thames, 
making the St Ignatius sanctuary ceiling one 
of his final pieces of work. Eva continued to 
live and work in Sunbury with their children. 
She died in 1933 and the couple are buried in 
Sunbury Cemetery. 

St Ignatius: “The portion of the roof which is 
directly over the high altar is divided into three 
large panels; the central one contains a majestic 
figure of our Lord enthroned as King, His right 
hand uplifted in blessing, His left hand holding the 
orb; an extension of His throne runs through the 
side panels, whereon are seated on His right and 
left His blessed mother and St. John the Baptist. At 
the feet of Our Lady, St. Gregory, in full pontificals, 
kneels in prayer for England. At the left of St. John 
the Baptist kneels St. Ignatius, the patron of the 
Church.”………. “Two stained glass windows are to 
be erected in the sanctuary, portraying St. John the 
Evangelist and St. Thomas of Canterbury. The artist 
is Mr. George Ostrehan, of Sunbury-on-Thames, 
and his work has won the admiration  
of all.”

A later addition
Looking into the ceiling of the apse we can 

see the rest of the sanctuary ceiling picks up 
the same vibrant vivid blue as the mural and is 
overlayed with stunning hand painted stars and 
gilt edging enhancing the magnificence of the 
Heaven over which Christ is watching. 

This is in fact a late 20th Century addition 
and not part of the original Victorian painting. 
It was commissioned as part of the church 
redecoration in March and April 1998 and was 
the inspiration of parish priest Father Vincent 
Crewe. It uplifts the Victorian painting and truly 
brings out the majesty of Christ. As we look 
skywards we are reminded that The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 
and his Christ; and he will reign for ever and ever 
(Revelations 11:15).

St. Ignatius sanctuary ceiling as it is now. Note the rectangle at Christ’s feet which reflects the light differently for the camera.  
This is where restoration work was carried out in 1988.

When the church was redecorated in 1988, Father Crewe commissioned the blue and gilt enhancement to the sanctuary ceiling.
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Although the memorial states it is 
‘Commemorating those Parishioners of St 
Ignatius who died in the Great War 1914 – 
18’, the other ten names appear to have no 
connection with Sunbury. It is possible that 
when the memorial was proposed, parishioners 
were invited to include the names of relatives, 
friends or loved ones who were not actually 
parishioners. For example, as well the Canadian, 
Private George Farmer MM, two are known to 
be New Zealanders – Lieutenant Colonel William 
Malone and his son Lieutenant Edmund Malone. 
Lieutenant Malone was awarded the newly 
created Military Cross for acts of exemplary 
gallantry during active operations against the 
enemy.

Sunbury at War
When war was declared in August 1914,  

St Ignatius was a small growing parish with 500 
Catholics known to live in Sunbury. It is probable 
that worshippers also came from Ashford and 
other surrounding areas. The exact number 
of parishioners had last been documented in 
1910 with the parish census (involving house 
to house visits) as 547. In 1911 it was recorded 
that an average of 110 adults attended Mass on 
Sundays and about 45 children attended the 
children’s Mass and Catechism. 

The Catholic church in Britain, along with 
other churches, supported the declaration of 
war as justified and urged their congregations 
to do their duty. There was still much prejudice 
and suspicion of Catholics, but their position 
in society had made rapid advances since the 
Pope had restored the Catholic hierarchy in 
1850, giving England a politically recognised 
network of Catholic bishops. By 1914 there 
was a solid network of Catholic churches 
and schools across the country. Westminster 
Cathedral had recently opened in 1903 and was 
consecrated in 1910. Most Catholics in Britain 
were Irish immigrants or their first-generation 
descendants. In Sunbury, the Catholics were 
mainly labourers working in the building trade 
or in the market gardens that were serving 
London.

Family Tragedy
Probably the most tragic local story that 

emerges through the names on the memorial 
is that of the Burgess family. Thomas and Mary 
Ann Burgess lived at Oak Villas on the Staines 
Road, and, according to the 1911 census, had ten 
children, six of them boys. Four of these brothers 
lost their lives to the conflict.

Within days of the War’s outbreak, William 
Burgess was lost at sea, a month before his 
twenty second birthday, when HMS Cressy was 
torpedoed in September 1914 during a naval 
battle in the North Sea. Mrs Burgess’s brother, 
Petty Officer Edward Regan, also a Sunbury 
resident, was lost on the same vessel. He had 
served in the Navy for twenty years, having joined 
up on his eighteenth birthday. He left behind a 
wife and two sons.

Private Andrew Burgess, who served in the 
Royal Army Medical Corps, died from his wounds 
in 1916 and is buried in Sunbury cemetery. His 
brother Frederick died in 1917 in France. George 
died after the end of the war in May 1920 as a 
result of wounds sustained in battle during his 
service with the East Surrey Infantry Regiment. 
He is buried in Sunbury Cemetery alongside his 
brother Andrew.

Killed in Action
The Battle of the Somme was the first great 

British offensive of World War One. The first day 
of the battle saw nearly 60,000 casualties, over 
19,000 of whom died. One of these was Private 
George Leonard from Nursery Road, who served 
in the Middlesex regiment. Privates Thomas 
Murphy and James O’Brien, both of whom had 
parents living in Railway Place Sunbury, were 
killed in later Somme battles. 

The year 1917 saw the loss of eleven brave 
young parishioners. Privates Thomas Worrall, 
James Skittrall, Vincent Thomas and George 
Henry Farmer were all lost at the battles around 
the French city of Arras in April and May. Private 
Robert St John Pelham Deacon was nineteen 
when he was killed in action in Belgium in July.

Gunner Henry Lynch was serving in the Royal 
Field Artillery when he died in action in Belgium. 

The Great War memorial tablet outside St Ignatius Church. The memorial was originally inside the church but was moved 
outside in 1998.

Sunbury at War – the Great War 
Memorial Plaque
Outside the church, facing Green Street, a 
plaque is set into the wall to the left of the 
entrance. The plaque, easily seen by those 
passing by, gives the names of forty brave 
local men who gave their lives in The Great 
War of 1914-1918. 

The memorial was dedicated in the 1920s 
and was originally placed inside the church on 
the back wall. It was relocated outside during 
renovation work in the 1980s and was cleaned 
and re-gilded in July 2015 with a grant from the 
War Memorials Commission.

Patient work by one of our parishioners, Tom 
Stubbs, has revealed many of the individual 
stories behind the forty names inscribed on this 
memorial. 

About half of all those who died in the Great 
War have no known grave and many of these 
fighting men were in the early years of their life. 
They were sons, husbands, brothers and loved 
ones, so recording their valour on a locally 
commissioned memorial was often the only 
visible record their families had.

Twenty-five of those named on our tablet 
are also commemorated on the Sunbury War 
Memorial further down Green Street, and a 
further four on the Ashford War Memorial 
on the High Street there. Also, on both the 
church and Sunbury memorials, is the name of 
one Canadian solder who probably had some 
Sunbury connection. 
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Private Charles William Murphy is listed on the 
Tyne Cot memorial in Belgium. Gunner Daniel 
Collins died of his wounds in September having 
joined the Royal Garrison Artillery in 1915. He 
had married his wife Lynda at St Mary’s Church 
in February 1916. He is buried in the Trois Arbes 
Cemetery in Belgium. 

Five men on the memorial died in action 
during the battles of 1918, including Lance 
Corporal Charles Skittrall, who was killed in the 
Egyptian Campaign and is buried in the War 
Cemetery in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Even after peace was declared in November 
1918 several casualties died of their wounds. 

Sergeant William Cook and Gunner James 
Donovan are buried in Sunbury Cemetery and 
Lance Corporal William Murray is buried in 
Terlingthun Cemetery in France.  

Inside the church are two commemorative 
stained-glass windows, one dedicated to all 
soldiers who fell in battle in 1914-1918 and 
the other to a Second Lieutenant Charles H.S. 
Bruno who died in 1918 but whose name does 
not appear on the plaque. 

May all these young men and all who fought 
and died in WW1 and subsequent conflicts rest 
in peace with God.

Acknowlegements
Thanks to Mrs Iris Maton and Mrs Ann Sanders for 
permission to use their family photographs.
Many thanks to Tom Stubbs who has graciously allowed the 
use of his research here.
The memorial is documented online at War Memorials 
online https://www.warmemorialsonline.org.uk/
memorial/190290/
part of the War Memorials Trust, a charity dedicated to 
protecting war memorials for future generations. 

Detail from the pair of stained glass windows, featuring the Roman martyr St Alban and the first century martyr St Edmund, 
dedicated to all soldiers who fell in battle in 1914-1918.

Left: The crew of HMS Cressy before it was lost in a North Sea 
naval battle. William Burgess is in the front row holding the 
lifebelt and his uncle, Edward Regan, is sitting at the end of 
the middle row on the left.  

Left: Andrew Burgess died in 
1916 from wounds sustained 
when with the Medical Corps. 
Bottom left: George Burgess 
died in 1920 as a consequence 
of his war wounds.

Inside the church is a window dedicated to Second 
Lieutenant Charles H.S. Bruno who died in 1918 but whose 
name does not appear on the memorial plaque outside the 
church.

Below: Frederick Burgess with 
his sisters Deborah and Agnes. 
He died in December 1917 
while serving with the Royal 
Field Artillery.

The Burgess Family 
Thomas and Mary Anne Burgess lived at Oak 

Villas on the Staines Road. The four sons they 
lost in World War One are commemorated on 
the memorial tablet outside the church, along 
with Mary’s brother Edward Regan.
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The Chancel Windows

The installation of the central stained-glass 
window overlooking the sanctuary and 
illustrated on the cover was the final part 
of the refurbishment of the church that 
began in 1979, the main part of which was 
completed in 1983. The church was built with 
three plain leaded windows in the Sanctuary 
to illuminate the altar.

Until 1996 the large crucifix that now resides 
high up in the nave of the church overlooking 
the congregation, hung in the sanctuary over the 
tabernacle. Behind was a hanging that covered a 
window that was intended to light the sanctuary 
but was in a very poor state of repair. 

Different Era
The two other sanctuary windows flanking 

the centre were installed in the early years 
of the 20th Century and commemorate two 

brothers who were both parish priests in 
Sunbury. The window on the left is of St. John 
the Evangelist and records the service of Father 
John Davis, who was Rector of St. Ignatius 
Parish from 1883 to 1898. The one on the 
right shows St. Thomas of Canterbury and is in 
memory of Father Thomas Davis, Father John’s 
brother, who succeeded him as Rector from 
1898 to 1904. They are the work of George 
Ostrehan, who also painted the sanctuary 
ceiling.

Installation of the magnificent central stained 
glass panel on the theme of the Resurrection 
was made possible by several sums of money 
bequeathed by parishioners during 1980s and 
early 1990s. In particular it was commissioned 
to commemorate the more than sixty years of 
devoted service that the Sisters of Charity of 
St. Paul gave to the Parish from the 1920s until 
they left in 1988.

In 1995 Father Vincent Crewe, the parish 
priest, commissioned the well-known, but 
now defunct, firm of Goddard and Gibbs to 
design a stained glass panel on the theme of 
the Resurrection using key images from the 
scriptures. It was designed by John Lawson, 
whose designs are renowned worldwide and 
can also be seen in Westminster Abbey, as well 
as in the Catholic Cathedrals of Sheffield and 
Southwark.

After extensive restoration of the stone work 
by church mason Martin Duncan Jones, the 
stained glass panel was installed in 1996 in time 
for the Christmas celebrations. 

The window clearly depicts several of the 
key beliefs taken from the Scriptures. The main 
focus is the risen Christ, with his crucifixion 
wounds and the cross in the background, 
depicting triumph over sin and death as well 
as extending a welcome to all parishioners 
and visitors. This deliberate triumphant Christ 
reminds us of his victory over death to bring 
eternal life to us all. (Romans 8: 2-4.  
1 Corinthians 15:45).

The sanctuary of the church at Christmas 1979. The 
central crucifix in front of the curtain hides a window that 
was in a poor state of repair at the time.

Above left: 
Detail from the chancel window showing Adam and 
Eve representing the whole human race, raised from 
the dead through the Risen Christ seen above them.

Above right: 
Detail from the left sanctuary window showing  
St John the Evangelist. It was installed to 
commemorate Father John Davis who arrived as 
Rector of the parish in on All Saints’ Day in 1883 
and remained such for fourteen years until his death 
in 1898. Note the demon being expelled from the 
“poisoned chalice“ by John’s blessing. 

Left: 
St Thomas of Canterbury is depicted in the right 
window to commemorate the contribution of Father 
Thomas Davis to the parish. He worked alongside 
his brother Father John and took over as the Rector 
in 1898 after his brother’s sudden death. He stayed 
until November 1904 when ill health forced his 
retirement exactly 21 years after he had arrived in 
the parish with Father John. 
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A Church for the Modern Age

The Reforms of Vatican 2 
The world was surprised when, in 1959, Pope 

John XXIII called Vatican 2, or the 21st Ecumenical 
Council of the Catholic Church. The Council was 
to address the need for reform of the church’s 
doctrine – referred to as “aggiornamento” by 
Pope John – which literally means a “bringing up 
to date” in Italian. This would involve changes to 
the way God’s word was taught, communicated 
and applied to make it relevant to everyday life in 
the 20th Century. 

The council, made up of 2,860 bishops, came 
together in October 1962 and concluded in 
November 1965 during which time Paul VI had 
become Pope after John XXIII’s death. 

The changes it proclaimed were wide-ranging - 
changes to the relationships with other churches, 
changes in the role of those in religious life and 
an increased focus on the liturgy.

Some of the decisions of the Council were 
implemented quickly after its conclusion. The 
most well-known reform was the promotion of 
what was called “full and active participation”, 
where the celebrant of the Mass faced the 
congregation, so that the Eucharist was 
celebrated as a dialogue between the celebrant 
and the people. The vernacular was introduced 
and much greater emphasis was placed on the 
scriptures.

The proceedings of Vatican 2 were a 
statement of intent, but the means to deliver 
them required revision of Canon Law. The 
Council had ordered this revision of Canon Law 
– essentially the way to deliver the conclusions of 
the Council - but it was not finally delivered until 
1983 under Pope John Paul II. 

A New Pastor
Father Vincent Crewe came to St Ignatius as 

parish priest in 1979, taking over from Father 

The statues of Our Lady and Saint Joseph 
flanking the sanctuary had previously been 
removed, finding a new home at St George’s 
College in Weybridge. Instead Father Crewe 
commissioned a mosaic depicting Mary, Joseph 
and the young Jesus celebrating a Sabbath 
supper from the Benedictine Sisters at Turvey 
Abbey in Bedfordshire. The 8 foot by 3.5 foot 
Mosaic of the Holy Family was installed at 
the right side of the Sanctuary in May 1984. 
The rich meaning (described in detail later) 
of Mary and Joseph in a Jewish family setting 
and its side location provided an opportunity 
within the relatively small church for quiet 
focus. Our Lady was also represented in the 
church by a new wood carving of the Madonna 
and Child commissioned from the renowned 
sculptor André Lacome, purchased while Father 
Crewe was on a pilgrimage to Lourdes. The 
sculpture, showing the baby Jesus in the arms 
of Mary emerging from a single trunk of wood, 
signifies the mystery of God made visible in the 
incarnation of his son (Colossians 2:2; Ephesians 
1:9; Romans16:25;).

The Font and Aumbry
The font was moved 

to its present position in 
front of a newly created 
aumbry for storage of 
the holy oils as part of 
the refurbishment. Many 
people, at the time and 
since, have remarked that 
it is unusual for the font to 
be away from the entrance 
to the church. Father 
Crewe had sound pastoral 
and aesthetic reasons for 
placing them together 
on the threshold of the 
sanctuary. 

The aumbry door and 
the font share the same 
decoration, featuring the 
four Evangelists in the 
same Victorian Gothic 

Joseph Fehrenbach who had been the parish 
priest for 27 years. During his time in the parish 
Father Fehrenbach had taken a great interest in 
Catholic education and was largely responsible 
for building the present school of St Ignatius in 
Green Street, which had moved from what is 
now the Loyola Centre opposite the church to 
its present site in 1967. 

The new liturgy of Vatican 2 came into 
effect on 6 April - Easter Sunday - in 1969. St 
Ignatius church had added a temporary altar 
to allow the celebrant to face the congregation. 
The church however was in very urgent need 
of refurbishment. In Father Crewe’s mind, 
these works would be an opportunity for 
“aggiornamento” – the bringing of the church 
building, parish worship and celebration of the 
Eucharist into the late 20th Century.

Working with the diocese and the local 
authority, it took until mid-1982 to determine 
the extent of the works and to secure the funds 
that were needed to both renovate the building 
and reorder the church to meet the precepts of 
Vatican 2. Describing the works that had been 
planned in the parish newsletter of July 1982 
Father Vincent said, “This is only the beginning 
of a long road!”.

The extensive programme of works included 
repairs to the roof, provision of a damp course, 
installation of new heating, rewiring, new lighting 
and a complete redecoration of the whole 
church. 

The new liturgy meant that Ministers of 
the Eucharist and Ministers of the Word enter 
the sanctuary during the celebration of Mass. 
The altar rails, seen as a barrier between 
the sanctuary and nave, were therefore no 
longer needed. At the back of the church the 
confessional box was removed and the font 
moved. 

style; they “belong together”. Vatican 2 required 
that the font to be seen in relationship to the 
other objects or places in the church at which 
the sacraments are celebrated. It is through 
baptism that we have access to the Eucharist, 
and so the font should be seen in relationship 
to the altar. It is at the font that we are greeted 
for our final visit to the church at the funeral 
Mass. Father Vincent told his congregation that 
“the font is the womb of the church, where you 
are born into your life in the church”. So it is 
entirely fitting that the font is within the body of 
the church.

The aumbry door was until 1903 the door 
to the tabernacle. On the 26th November 
1903 newspapers as far away as Nottingham 
reported a “daring act of sacrilege”. It reported 
“On Monday last the parish priest’s house 

keeper discovered the church had been broken 
into and the tabernacle stolen”. The police were 
called, and they later recovered the tabernacle 
from a nearby field, but “without two chalices 
and the holy wafer box”. The tabernacle was 
found in a field near the railway line. It was 
returned to St Ignatius and is now the aumbry 
within the wall of the church.

Details from the font 
and aumbry showing 
similar gothic revival 
style carvings on 
the theme of the 
Evangelists.

The procession from the Presbytery to St Ignatius Church 
for the consecration of the altar on 22 May 1984. They are 
(from left to right) Father Gladstone Liddle (secretary to 
the Cardinal), Cardinal Basil Hume, Father Hilary Crewe, 
(St Margaret’s Twickenham), Parish Priest Father Vincent 
Crewe, server John O’Brien and Father John Moran (assistant 
priest, St Ignatius).
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In 1984 the original large marble altar was broken up and the marble used to make the tabernacle stand (middle). 
There was now also space for the celebrant’s chair in the more appropriate central location in the sanctuary. The 
ambo (bottom) is the focus for the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, used by lay ministers and priest to proclaim the 
scripture readings. The marble columns have been reused in the new altar (top) which also contains the relics sealed 
in at the reconsecration ceremony in May 1984.

Snapshots in time

This is the earliest known 
photograph of the interior  
of St Ignatius Church (right).  
It was taken in the early 
years of the 20th Century. 

Much of the decoration of 
the interior was carried out by 
Father Browne’s successors, 
Father John Davis and his 
brother Father Thomas Davis. 
Father John Davis succeeded 
Father Browne in 1883. He 
came to the parish with his 
brother Father Thomas Davis, 
who succeeded him as Rector 
in 1898 until his retirement  
in 1904.

We can just make out the sanctuary ceiling 
that was painted in 1902 by the renowned 
ecclesiastical artist George Ostrehan.  

Father Thomas Davis, parish 
priest at the time, declared the 
panels, depicting a majestic 
Christ in Heaven surrounded 
by Our Lady, John the Baptist, 
St. Gregory and St. Ignatius, 
“an exquisite example of pure 
Catholic Christian art”. 

In the later picture (below) 
we can see the statues of Our 
Lady and St Joseph just outside 
the chancel arch that were put 
in by Father Davis not long after 
his arrival in 1883. The ornate 
artwork behind them and the 
decoration – in red, green, grey, 
black and white - around the 

chancel arch was by Henry Mortlock. Note also 
the gilded wooden carved canopies above the 
figures.

A New Altar
In 1979 the splendid original consecrated 

high altar of marble on the apse wall still held 
the tabernacle. In 1984 the marble of the altar 
was removed by stonemasons and reused 
to build a new altar and tabernacle stand. 
There was also sufficient marble remaining to 
commission an ambo for use by both the lay 
ministers and the priest when proclaiming the 
scripture readings. These were installed in May 
1984.

The final part of the restoration and 
reordering was the ceremony of consecration 
of the altar. The consecration of the altar 
is a significant moment in the life of any 
parish. Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of 
Westminster, officiated at the solemn ceremony 
on 22 May 1984. There was an overflowing 
congregation by the time the service began 
with the Cardinal blessing and sprinkling water 
on the congregation and the altar as “a sign of 
repentance and baptism”.

Cardinal Hume spoke of the significance of 
the ceremony, part of which included inserting 
relics of the saints into the new altar. The relics 
represent the saints as examples of the way 
forward with Christ. Their union with Jesus is 
underlined in the ceremony. The relics that 
were inserted into the new altar are those of 
two Popes who were martyred; St Clement, the 
third successor of St Peter, and St Pontianus 
who died in Sardinia in the third Century. After 
the relics were sealed into the altar Cardinal 
Hume lead the prayer of dedication. The 
Cardinal then used the Oil of Chrism to anoint 
the four corners of the altar and the central 
sepulchre containing the relics. The altar was 
then incensed and prepared for the celebration 
of Mass, thus sealing the bond that connects 
the dedication of an altar with the celebration of 
the Eucharist.
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In 1898 an ornate silver altar dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart with a silver lamp was erected 
in the church, donated by Father Thomas Davis 
in memory of his brother. Part of this side altar 
can be seen to the right with two of the six silver 
candlesticks and the altar linen that the people 
of the parish donated in memory of Father John. 
The pulpit to the left was built in memory of 
Father Browne on his death 1897. In this picture 

it has been moved, in keeping with the Catholic 
tradition of locating the pulpit to the side of 
the nave to be closer to the congregation when 
preaching.  

In 1900 John Henry Scott, who lived next 
door to the church in Arona House, gifted the 
church bell. The altar rails were a gift of the 
Collins family, and were known to have been 
fixed by a Mr Farmer. 

The interior of the church in 1979 shortly after Father Vincent Crewe became parish priest. The statues of Our Lady and  
St Joseph still flank the sanctuary but the ornate gothic revival style artwork has gone. The altar rails remain. The original 
altar holds the Tabernacle and there is a stone altar for celebration of Mass. 

This picture of St Ignatius 
Church and the Parish 
Hall was taken in 1936. 
Our thanks to Sunbury 
and Shepperton Local 
History Society for this 
image and the image 
below.

By 1981, when this 
photograph was taken, the 
need for parking meant that 
many of the shrubs had been 
removed.
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The chancel window was installed to 
commemorate more than sixty years of 
devoted service that the Sisters of Charity 
of St. Paul gave to the Parish from the 1920s 
until they left in 1988.

Modern Artwork in  
St Ignatius Church
The Second Vatican 
Council clearly embraced 
contemporary artwork as 
a part of the new Catholic 
liturgy. Appropriate 
imagery could extend 
beyond the traditional 
definitive figuration as long 
as it would be appropriate 
for use in prayer and 
meditation and open to 
clear interpretation by 
worshippers. With this 
in mind Father Vincent 
Crewe commissioned 
several exceptional pieces 
of artwork to enhance 
parish worship as well as 
providing a clear focus for 
private meditation. 

The Chancel Window
As you enter St Ignatius 

church the first dramatic 
image that catches your eye 
is the magnificent modern 
depiction of the risen Christ 
in the central sanctuary 
window over the tabernacle 
at the far end of the church.

The window, installed in 
1996, with the theme of the 
Resurrection, clearly depicts 
several of the key beliefs taken from the church 
scripture on the theme of the Resurrection. The 
main focus is the risen Christ, with his crucifixion 
wounds and the cross in the background, 
depicting triumph over sin and death as well 
as extending a welcome to all who pray in 
our church. This deliberate triumphant Christ 

reminds us of his victory over 
death to bring eternal life to us 
all. (Romans 8: 2-4.  
1 Corinthians 15: 45).

On the bottom left hand 
panel is a tree, fruit and 
serpent - the traditional 
symbols from Genesis, 
representing Adam’s decision 
to turn away from God. 
(Genesis 2: 9; 3: 2-6; 22). In 
contrast the right side shows 
the outstretched arms of Adam 
and Eve (as representatives of 
the human race) having been 
raised from the dead and now 
in possession of eternal life. 
This juxtaposition reminds us 
of God’s victory over death that 
has been achieved through 
Christ’s death and resurrection.

On either side of the figure 
of Christ are the Eucharistic 
symbols of wheat and the 
broken bread, the communion 
chalice and the grape. This 
reminds us how in breaking of 
the bread, communion with 
Christ becomes a reality, as 
Jesus gives us a share in His 
divine nature (2 Peter 1-4; also 
Acts 2: 42. Luke 22: 19;  
24: 35ff. 1 Corinthians 10: 16).

The dominant imagery is the mystery of the 
Cross – Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15: 3) and the Cross 
with the triumphant Christ shines forth into our 
Church having been “raised up to be leader and 
Saviour to give repentance and forgiveness of sins” 
(Acts 5: 31).

This architect’s plan of the 
church as it was in 1982 
before the refurbishment 
was undertaken shows 
the baptismal font in the 
back of the church and the 
confessional box that was 
removed during the works. 
The font was donated by 
Father John Davis shortly 
after he came to the parish 
in 1883. To the left, part 
of the plan of the parish 
hall can be seen. This was 
demolished in 1992.

The church 150 years 
after its opening in 1869. 
The magnificent main 
window in the sanctuary 
was installed in 1996 and 
the large crucifix moved 
to the nave just below the 
roof. The freestanding 
altar, tabernacle stand 
and ambo (lectern) 
were all carved from 
the original altar. There 
is now space for the 
celebrant’s chair in a 
more central place on 
the steps in front of the 
tabernacle.  
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The Jewish family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph depicted welcoming the 
Sabbath. Mary lighting the candle reminds us that as the mother of 
Jesus she brought the Light of Christ into the world.

The wood carving was fashioned from a single 
trunk of wood. 

Madonna and Child wood carving by 
André Lacome

The Madonna and Child wood 
carving is St Ignatius Church’s 
dedication to Our Lady. It was 
commissioned as one of the finishing 
touches to the post Vatican 2 
rededication of the Church. 

The contemporary work of art is by 
Lourdes-based sculptor André Lacome, 
whose work also graces the Vatican. It 
was commissioned on a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes during the 1980s by Father 
Vincent Crewe and made possible 
by several generous donations from 
individuals in the parish.

Inspiration was taken from several 
scripture sources. The image of the 
Virgin Mother and Child emerging from 
the single trunk of wood reminds us 
that “A shoot will come up from the 
stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch 
will bear fruit” as prophesised in Isaiah 
11:1. The Virgin closely holding the 
swaddled Child reminds us of the 
“revelation of the mystery hidden for 
long ages past” (Romans 16:25) and 
help us understand how the “mystery 
of God, namely, Christ” (Colossians 2:2) 
was born to the world from Mary. 

The Mosaic of the Holy Family
At the end of the side aisle sits the 

magnificent mosaic that was installed in 
1984. The design and execution of the 
mosaic was by the Benedictine nuns at 
Turvey Abbey in Bedfordshire.

The mosaic depicts the “Welcoming of 
the Sabbath” ceremony that takes place 
at sunset, the beginning of the Sabbath. 
The Sabbath observance, from sunset on 
Friday until nightfall on Saturday, is the 
climax of the Jewish week. 

Mary is seen lighting the sabbath 
candle on Friday night as is the privilege 
of the mother of the Jewish family. Her 
family – husband Joseph and son Jesus - 
are with her for the festive evening meal 
that traditionally begins with the wine 
and challah bread depicted on the table. 
This bread and wine reminds us of the 
Eucharist Jesus gave to us before his 
death and resurrection. The red cross 
beneath the table reminds us of Easter 
as well as the unconditional love of the 
Sacred Heart, preserving the memory of 
the original dedication in this part of the 
church. 

Jesus is depicted as a twelve year old 
boy. At that age a Jewish boy would be 
considered mature and a full member 
of the Synagogue. Jesus holds the scroll 
of the Sacred Scriptures and is about to 
read the Word of God. Jesus himself is the 
Word of God made flesh and living among 
us in the simple home of Nazareth, as well 
as living today in the Church and in the 
Eucharist.

The central figure is that of Saint 
Joseph, the head of the family, extending 
a loving and protecting hand around Mary 
and Jesus. This symbolises St Joseph’s 
recognition as guardian and protector of 
the Church as first proclaimed by Pope 
Pius IX in 1870 (and reaffirmed by Pope 
John Paul II in 1989). Mary is also depicted 
with a ring, recognising Joseph as the 
husband that God had chosen for her and 
to protect his son Jesus and his mother. 



The Parish and Church of St Ignatius of Loyola Sunbury-on-Thames – 150 Years 1869 - 2019

Page 30 Page 31

The Parish and Church of St Ignatius of Loyola Sunbury-on-Thames – 150 Years 1869 - 2019

Setting off from the church on the 850 mile journey to Loyola.

A Pilgrimage of Today –  
from Loyola by Bike

The Challenge
In 1988 it was discovered that the old St 

Ignatius School building opposite the Church on 
Green Street belonged to the parish, and not 
as originally thought to the Nuns of St Teresa’s 
Convent. By this time the parish had repaid 
most of the debt it had incurred refurbishing 
the Church during the early 1980s. The prudent 
parish Finance Committee had kept the 
parishioners informed of the progress of the 
repayment of the two diocesan loans, which 
were repaid well in advance of the agreed expiry 
date. Therefore the parish was in a position to 

Unfortunately the Hall, sandwiched between 
the church and presbytery, had deteriorated 
to such an extent that refurbishment would be 
costly and enlargement and adaptation difficult, 
because of the constrictions of the site. The site 
survey concluded that it was unsafe. However, 
the old school across the road, although it had 
been abandoned by its pupils in 1968, was a 
much better prospect for development into a 
parish pastoral centre. There was also potential 
to develop the original school building at the 
back of the church. 

A committee was set up to plan the 
transformation of the old school buildings. In 
order to raise the money needed the committee, 
many of whom were passionate fund raisers, 
settled upon a sponsored cycle ride. There was 
already an experienced group of charity cyclists 
in the parish. They had previously raised funds 
with cycle rides to Lourdes in October 1986, and 
from Rome to Sunbury in May 1988.

think about what could be done with the other 
church properties to provide pastoral and 
recreational facilities for the parish. 

As well as the old school, the existing Church 
Hall, built in 1874, with its striking three storey 
mock Tudor frontage had potential to be 
developed as a pastoral centre for the parish. 

Through 1988 and into 1989, Father Vincent 
and members of the parish worked with local 
authorities and the diocese building surveyor, 
Chris Fanning, to put together a plan that would 
develop both spaces into parish assets in a 
cost-effective way. 

The Cyclists
This time the challenge was of marathon 

proportions. They were to cycle from Loyola 
– a little village near the town of Azpeitzia 
in Northern Spain and the birthplace of St 
Ignatius – to Sunbury, a distance of over 900 
kilometres. Eleven cyclists, not all Catholics 
but all with a strong connection to the parish, 
took up the gauntlet. As with the previous trips, 
the aim was to cover every kilometre of road 
with a cyclist, therefore each cyclist would seek 
sponsorship based on their individual mileage. 
As well as the cyclists there would be a 
dedicated driver. Father Vincent accompanied 
the entourage. 

The cyclists were all male and in their 
forties and fifties. Their maturity meant that 
they appreciated the challenge they had set 
themselves. They trained hard and were also 
inspired by the tremendous support from the 
parish. 

The pilgrims with their transport. From left to right: John Dyson, John Simons, John Lee, Brian Box, George Kyle, Charlie 
Roberts, Ian Woodham (driver) Ted Edgar, Derek Hook, John Scott, Seamus Nolan and Patrick Curran. All of the pilgrims 
paid their own expenses and contributed to the fuel.
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A Warm Welcome
The group, with Father Crewe, travelled on 

the overnight ferry from Portsmouth to St. Malo 
and spent the next day driving through France 
to Bordeaux, where they stayed overnight, 
before proceeding to Spain. On Sunday the 
van arrived on the outskirts of Azpeitzia, in the 
Basque country of Northern Spain, and the town 
next to Loyola, the birthplace of St Ignatius. 
The original house where St Ignatius was 
born is now preserved as part of a large Jesuit 
sanctuary and the home of a Jesuit community. 
The parish had told the Jesuit community about 
the pilgrimage, and they in turn had alerted the 
Mayor and civic authority. To the surprise of the 
pilgrim cyclists (who were in the van) an escort 
of local children on bikes had been arranged. 
Although somewhat overwhelmed by this, the 
cyclists changed, mounted their wheels and 
cycled under escort the last few miles into town. 

When they arrived in the town they were 
greeted by the Mayor on the balcony of the 
Town Hall and enjoyed a civic reception, as 

The group, comprising of 11 cyclists and a 
driver, set off from Green Street on a warm, 
balmy Friday evening at the end of July. At this 
stage their bikes were safely ensconced in a van 
very kindly provided by Renault UK. They were 
waved off by family, friends and parishioners 
after Mass. 

To keep spiritual focus it was agreed there 
would be daily prayer said in Sunbury at 7 
pm, which in Spain or France would be 8 pm. 
The main prayer would be the very moving 
Pilgrim’s Prayer, that had been written by 
Father Vincent’s brother, Father Hilary Crewe, 
as a solemn reminder of our Christian life as a 
Pilgrimage. The spiritual theme of the journey 
was the Jesuit’s motto “ad majorem Dei gloriam” 
or “To the greater glory of God.” Each day’s 
prayers would be devoted to a specific intention 
as well as “giving us a greater appreciation 
of our Christian life as a pilgrimage” (Pilgrim’s 
Prayer, Father Hilary Crewe). Specific intentions 
included parish youth, the families of the parish, 
the sick, and parish organisations. 

Father Crewe, the Mayor of Azpeitzia and the Jesuits exchange gifts before the pilgrims depart.

well as fireworks and a band. They had arrived 
during the three days of festivities to mark 
the feast of St Ignatius which was on Monday 
31st July. They were also interviewed by a 
local TV station, on which it was described 
how the cyclists “travelled over the seas to get 
there”, much to the amusement of the cyclists 
themselves.

A couple of days of relaxation followed, 
taking in some sightseeing and celebrating the 
silver wedding anniversary of one of the cyclists, 
Patrick Curran. His wife Patsy, along with three 
other spouses, had travelled out to join the 
group. 

The Journey
There was an early start on Wednesday 2nd 

August for the return journey. After the civic 
breakfast the cyclists were presented with a  
125 kg block of stone on the steps of the 
Basilica at the Sanctuary of Loyola. This would 
return in the cyclists’ van to the church of 
St Ignatius of Loyola in Sunbury. There were 
speeches, and an exchange of gifts between 
Father Crewe, the Mayor and the Jesuits. The 
whole event was accompanied by music from a 
ceremonial pipe band, one that normally only 
plays when the King appears, or so the cyclists 
were told! That afternoon, in the blazing heat, 
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12. Sunbury

11. Portsmouth

10. St Malo

9. Rennes

8. Ancienis
7. Thouars

6. Confolens

5. Periquex

4. Villeneue-sur-Lot

1. Azpeitzia, Loyola

The route the cyclists took from Loyola to Sunbury.

The stone, a gift from the town of Azpeitzia, is loaded on 
to a van for the journey to Sunbury.

The stone in the sanctuary of 
the church.

2. Yesa
3. Mirande
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The Manning Room

The Manning Room was 
finally opened in 1995 to 
provide a pastoral centre 
and small meeting place 
for the parish. The original 
Victorian schoolroom 
had been opened in 1869 
by Cardinal Manning. In 
particular its location 
behind the Church was 
perfect for the Children’s 
Liturgy Group during Mass 
and of course for tea and 
coffee after Mass. In the 
reception area a piece 
of the marble brought 
back from Loyola by the 
pilgrims is embedded in 
the wall. 

Left: The old parish hall 
which was demolished in 
1992. During demolition, 
the workmen discovered a 
matchbox embedded into 
one of the roof beams. 

Right: The matchbox and 
note written by one of 
carpenters, listing the 
tradesmen who were 
working on the site. The 
box also contained an 1873 
farthing. It had been placed 
there as the old school, 
opened in 1874, was under 
construction. 

 The Pilgrim’s Prayer written by Father Hilary Crewe. This 
was said at the same time on every day of the journey both 
by the pilgrims and in the church in Sunbury.  

The ceremonial band performed in honour of the cyclists before their departure from Loyola.

the pilgrims cycled out through Yesa, and into 
the foothills of the Pyrenees. The next day, 
Thursday, with much panting and puffing, they 
crossed the Pyrenees into France heading for 
home. 

Over the next eight days the pilgrims cycled 
through Mirande, Villeneue-sur-Lot, Perigueux, 
Confolens, Thouars, Ancenis, Rennes, averaging 
75 kilometres a day, to the ferry port at St. Malo, 
arriving back in Portsmouth on Saturday 12th 
August. The cyclists were met by a group of 
parishioners who were walking from Portsmouth 
back to Sunbury as part of the fundraising effort. 

On arrival back in Sunbury, the walkers and 
cyclists joined up with other parishioners at 
the Old Bathing Station Car Park just outside 
Sunbury for a procession to the church to 
celebrate the return of the cyclists and to carry 
the marble foundation stone into the church. 
Mass was celebrated in thanksgiving for the safe 
return of all the pilgrims. 

The stone was kept in the church for a 
short period as reminder of the tremendous 
achievement of the cyclists and walkers 
who had raised sufficient funds to start 
the redevelopment of the old school as a 
Pastoral Centre. It was then handed over to 
a stonemason, who cut it down into smaller 
blocks, before they were incorporated into 

the wall of the refurbished Loyola Centre, and 
subsequently into the refurbished original 
single-roomed school, now known as The 
Manning Room. 
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Past, Present, Future …

Some 170 years ago, a man rented a large 
cottage in Sunbury. He started a small school 
there so that the local Catholic children could 
be educated, especially in their Catholic faith. 
They and their families gathered there for 
Mass on Sundays. In this simple way, and 
through the foresight and zeal of another 
man, Reverend James Richardson Browne, 
the parish of St Ignatius of Loyola firmly 
established itself in Sunbury. On 22 May 1869 
the congregation and many others gathered 
for the first Mass in the new church.

For 150 years the parish and its schools, 
St Ignatius Primary School and more recently 
established St Paul’s Catholic College, 
have flourished because of countless acts 
of generosity and loyalty by priests and 
parishioners. The parish stood firm through two 
World Wars. Its primary school, also dedicated 
to St Ignatius, has progressed from its humble 
beginning beside the Church, to across the 
road (to what is now The Loyola Centre) then 
to its third site and, in 2018, celebrated its 
fiftieth year there. In 1988 St Theresa’s Convent 
School and the adjacent Cardinal Godfrey Boys’ 
School came together to become the flourishing 
St Paul’s Catholic College, one of the most 
successful secondary schools in the country. 
Both schools are a central part of the life of the 
parish and are facilitated by it in many ways.

In 2006, Father Michael Tuck became the 
Parish Priest, and, with Sister Liza Randall, 
Parish Sister, began a new era for the parish. 
The focus of this ministry of the last thirteen 
years has been the preparation of children 
and adults for the sacraments. Sister Liza’s 
special charisma in preparing the young for the 
sacraments and her invaluable counsel for the 
welfare of all in the parish has been recognised 
through the award of the diocesan medal “Duc 
in Altum” in 2013.

The Loyola Centre is a social hub for the 
parish for all ages. At the end of the Loyola 
grounds a new dwelling is being built for the 
parish, to be used by the Diocese for retired 
and sick priests. Through ongoing acts of 
generosity, the means of holiness is offered, 
week by week, to call all who are part of the 
parish of St Ignatius in Sunbury.

Holiness? Pope Francis, in his recent 
apostolic exhortation on holiness “Gaudete et 
Exsultate” (rejoice and be glad), tells us that 
holiness can be there in our everyday lives. 
The saints are examples of how we should lead 
our lives. In the exhortation, the Pope uses St 
Ignatius, who sought to find God in all things, as 
an example. The parish of St Ignatius is built on 
holiness through living our lives in love. Many 
priests and ordinary people have built up this 
parish over 150+ years by being themselves and 
being holy in their lives. The baton has been 
passed to this generation to continue to bear 
witness to God and be holy in all we do.

Our thanks to everyone who has helped 
make this history come to life – all those to gave 
anecdotes, helped with research and donated 
pictures. And to Anna and Mike Taylor whose 
enthusiasm and research brought this book 
together. 

Father Michael Tuck
May 2019

“I like to contemplate the holiness present in the 
patience of God’s people: in those parents who raise 
their children with immense love, in those men and 
women who work hard to support their families, 
in the sick, in elderly who never lose their smile. In 
their daily perseverance I see holiness. Very often 
it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, 
those who living in our midst, reflect God’s presence. 

Let us be spurred on by the signs of holiness that 
the Lord shows us through the humblest of people.”

 
From “Gaudete et Exsultate”, by Pope Francis March 2018.

In 2013 Father Michael celebrated his Golden 
Jubilee, having been ordained on 27 October 
1963. With Sister Liza, he has worked tirelessly 
and with great success to achieve his stated 
aim when he joined the parish - to involve all 
age groups in the life of the parish, and to 
facilitate many and varied opportunities for the 
community to come together. 

At the Jubilee, Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
presented Sister Liza with the diocesan medal 
“Duc in Altum” (pay out into the deep) (right) “In 
recognition of three decades of tireless work for 
the spiritual, sacramental, liturgical and pastoral 
good of several parish communities within the 
Diocese of Westminster, in particular in the 
Parish of St Ignatius, Sunbury-on-Thames”.

Going up the stairs: Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Father Michael Tuck, Father John O’Leary, Monsignor Vincent Brady and 
Father Paul Rout at Father Michael’s Jubilee in 2013.
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This window in the nave of the church features  
St Ignatius of Loyola. It was installed in memory of 
the service of Father Patrick Murray, who served 
as the parish priest for 29 years until his death on 
14 February 1952 at the age of 77. He had been a 
priest for 49 years.
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Drawing by parishioner Marcy Sanchez of the old parish hall which was demolished in 1992.  
The hall stood between the church and the presbytery in what is now the church car park.


