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FR CHRISTIAN WRITES: 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the great feast of Christ the King. This feast marks the end of the Church’s 
year. Next Sunday our cycle will start again with the First Sunday of Advent. An annual celebration 
of the kingship of Christ may seem an obvious thing to do. Since the first Pentecost the church has 
honoured Our Lord as King and “Pantocrator” (i.e. universal-ruler). It is perhaps surprising, 
therefore, that this feast dates only from the 1920s. But Pope Pius XI introduced this feast for a 
very important reason. It was not, as might be implied by its position at the end of the year, about 
looking forward towards the reign of Christ on earth at the end of time, though we do look forward 
to that. Rather, it reemphasises that, for Christians, Christ, and the Law of Christ is something 
which rules us now and should have a concrete impact on how we live our lives and order our 
society. Hence its introduction in the 1920s: after the distortions of the French and Russian 
Revolutions, which attempted to drive Christ from the public sphere, we are called back to our 
loyalty to Him.  
 
But does not Christ tells us that His kingdom is not of this world? So, perhaps we should take from 
this that the kingdom is something only for the future. No. Christ also says “I am a king... and all 
who are on the side of truth listen to my voice” (John 18:37). When the scriptures or the church 
speak of “the world” it can mean more than one thing. On one  hand there is the world Christ 
“came not to condemn, but to save,” but on the other there is what we might loosely call “the 
system” - all those things which are products of the fall: greed, envy, faithlessness, institutional 
injustice and so on. Christ's kingdom is certainly not of that world. But it is still very real, and Christ 
the King demands the obedience of all peoples, and all governments to the law of love. 
 
If we truly love one another we will try to remember every single person, people who are loved 
by Christ and by us, as people dedicated to building up Christ's kingdom. Yes, we must think of our 
families and those we have to look after first. But we also need to always act for the good of all, 
especially the most vulnerable in our society. This is what the Church calls, “the preferential option 
for the poor.” Always acting with a special concern for the most vulnerable members of our 
society. Those who cannot afford the basic necessities of life, the disabled and the unborn. 
 
At the moment I am sure we can think of many places where this law of love is not obeyed. We 
know, however, that Christ truly is king of all and that those who resist him can never win. God is 
always triumphant in the end. 
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CHURCH OPENING TIMES (FOR INDIVIDUAL PRAYER) 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday & Weekends: 9am to 6pm 

Church will remain closed on Thursday 

MASS TIMES (CANCELLED DUE TO LOCKDOWN) 

Fr Christian will say a Mass in private every day.  

Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 9:30am  

Weekend Masses: Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm & Sunday 9:30am & 11:30am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Saturday 10:30am – 11:15am followed by Benediction. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession): Saturday 10:30am -11:15am (in the Sacristy) or by 
appointment. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Parish Priest:  Fr Christian de Lisle   (Day off on Thursday)   christiandelisle@rcdow.org.uk                                                                                         

Parish Administrator: Mrs Lavina Menezes E Fernandes sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk  

                                              Office Hours: Monday to Friday, 10am to 1pm 

Parish Centre Enquires: Pat Edgar on 07725 023811 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Ann Roberts, sunburyonthamessg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk

 

PARISH NOTICES 

November Dead List: We will be happily accepting additions to our November Book of the Dead 
throughout November. Please take an envelope from the back of church (though any envelop 
will do), write your list of deceased friends, relatives and benefactors along with your donation 
and return it either to Fr Christian or put it through the Rectory's letterbox.  

Last Rites during Lockdown (a personal note from Fr Christian): It is my absolute duty as a priest, 
and particularly as the pastor of Sunbury, to give the comfort of the sacraments to the dying. I 
will never refuse to come to the bedside of anyone who is dying to anoint them and give them 
their last confession. I have already done this many times during this crisis when I was a chaplain 
at the Homerton Hospital. I am 32 years old and have no underlying health conditions so please 
do not worry about my health at all. Naturally I will be taking every precaution and carefully 
following the bishops' instructions on safely administering the sacraments in these times. Again, 
be assured, if I am called to a dying parishioner I will always come. 

Planned giving – STANDING ORDERS: If you wish to set up your offertory through standing 
orders, please complete the form available at the back of the Church and put it through the 
Rectory's letterbox. You do not need to be a tax payer in order to have a Standing Order. Please 
consider joining the Gift Aid Scheme. You could also email Lavina at 
sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk for more details.  

Signing of Certificate of Catholic Practice (CCP) for Reception School  
If you wish to apply for Catholic Schools, please email Lavina for an appointment at 
sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk. The closing date is 15 January 2021. 
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REGULAR NOTICES 

Parish Registration: If you are new to the parish and would like to register. Please contact Lavina 
at Parish office for a registration form.  

Mass Intentions: If you would like to offer a Mass, the brown envelopes are available in the 
Church Porch. Please drop your Mass intention envelopes through the Rectory letterbox or email 
Lavina.  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 

Baptism – Baptisms are suspended during lockdown. They will resume as soon as lockdown 

ends or public worship is permitted again. If you have a baptism booked for December Fr 

Christian intends to go ahead, if the government allows us to. 

Please remember: anyone can baptise in an emergency. If an unbaptised child becomes very 

ill or has an accident it is the duty of his or her parents or any other person to baptise the 

child. If this happens, please inform Fr Christian so the child's name can be added to the parish 

register. 

First Holy Communion 2021 – First Confession and Holy Communion 2021 classes will not be 

starting till January because of COVID. Fr Christian will be in contact with all the parents who 

have signed their children up. There will definitely be a course this academic year, however. 

Thank you for your patience.  

Confirmation 2020: Sadly the Confirmations for 2020 will not be possible this month because 

of the lockdown. With Sr Liza and the confirmandi's parents we will organise Confirmations 

as soon as we can after the lockdown ends. 

Confirmation 2021: Classes for Confirmation in 2021 will not start until well into the New 

Year. Please keep an eye out for updates in the newsletter. 

Becoming Catholic 2020-21: Welcome home! Please contact Fr Christian by telephone or 

email to organise a meeting. 

Marriage: Please contact Fr Christian by telephone or email to organise a meeting. 

THIS SUNDAY READINGS: 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is my 
shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28 
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION - OCT 2020 

Thank you for your generous donations 

Envelopes                   £ 1,134.50 
Loose                           £    592.76 
Standing Orders        £ 2,658.00 
Total:                           £ 4,385.26 
 

 

PLEASE PRAY for all the sick and housebound in the parish. And for the recently departed, 
Mrs Josephine May Childs, Mrs Tanya Louise North RIP,  Mr Patrick Thomas Oliver Jordan,  

Mrs Clare Link. 

 


