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MASS TIMES 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 
9:30am. 

WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm & Sunday 9:30am 
& 11:30am 

Church Opening Times: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday: 8am-5pm. Thursday: Church closed. Saturday 9:30am-
6:30pm. Sunday 8am-1pm 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Saturday 10:30am – 
11:15am followed by Benediction. 

CONFESSION: Saturday 10:30am -11:15am (in the Sacristy) or by 
appointment. 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11 
Responsorial Psalm: Luke 1:46-50,53-54 
Response: My soul rejoices in my God. 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28 

OUR CHURCH’S COVID PRECAUSIONS: 
Please note that we have taken every recommended precaution 
to ensure that the church is a safe place where the virus cannot 
spread. All congregants are asked to wear a face mask, sanitise 
their hands-on arrival and maintain a distance of over one 
metre with anyone who they do not live with at all times. The 
church has been marked up to indicate which seats may be sat 
in and ensure the use of a one-way system to prevent people 
unnecessarily passing too close to each other in the aisle. 
Communion from the chalice has also been suspended. 
____________________________________________________ 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION - November 2020 
Thank you for your generous donations 

Envelopes                                  £   972.60 *updated 
                Standing orders                        £ 2,464.00 
 

                            Weekend – 5/6 December 2020 
                Envelopes                                  £ 317.50 
                Loose                                          £ 136.25 
                Total                                           £ 453.75 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parish Cleaning Team 2: Jeanne O'Connell, Josette Sellings,                

                                             Paula Goodfellow (Friday) 
 

PARISH NOTICES 

First Holy Communion 2021: Fr Christian has sent an email to all 
the parents with children preparing for their First Holy 
Communion in 2021 explaining all the times and dates and 
inviting them all to a zoom meeting. If you did not receive the 
email please contact the Parish Office.  

Singing Carols! If you would like to join our ecumenical outdoor 
Carol Service please sign up as soon as possible. It is this 
Tuesday (the 15th) in the car park of Bishop Wand School, 
starting at 6:30pm. Please arrive by 6:15pm. To get a ticket visit 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/drive-in-covid-carol-service-
tickets-130591287055 . Our church has allocated tickets so 
ignore the “sold out” message and enter the code “RomanC” to 
get a ticket. Only one ticket is needed per car. 

The Vaccine: The bishops of England and Wales have issued a 
joint statement about the morality of the new COVID vaccine. 
While it is partly the result of unethical research, Catholics may 
take it in good conscience. For their full statement please visit 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/bishops-issue-updated-statement-
on-covid-19-and-vaccination/ 

Year of St Joseph: The Holy Father has declared 2021 a Holy 
Year dedicated to St Joseph, Foster Father of the Lord. For a list 
of indulgences which can be gained during the year please visit 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-
12/apostolic-penitentiary-plenary-indulgence-year-st-
joseph.html  
 
 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Service Times are as follows: 
Thursday 24th December – Christmas Eve Mass at 6pm. 

   Christmas Midnight Mass at 11pm 
Friday 25th December – Christmas Day Masses at 8am, 9:30am, 
10:30am & 11:30am 
Christmas Flower Collection: TODAY - 12/13 December after 
all Masses. Thank you for your generosity. 

A booking system will be in place for all Christmas Masses. 
Please book in order to obtain your place by visiting the Parish 
WebsiteEVENTS or emailing - sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk   
or calling the Parish Office. Please try and book as a ‘Christmas 
Bubble’ to help us accommodate more parishioners. 

Ministers of Word & Stewards: are requested to sign the sheet 
available in the Church porch for Christmas Masses. Please opt 

for one service, allowing other ministers a chance to serve. 

Minister’s Rotas: We are planning to get back to the usual 
Parish Rotas for Ministers of Word, Ministers of Eucharist, 
Stewards & Church Cleaning Team. 
The Stewards & Ministers of Word rota is displayed in the 
Church Porch and is available on the Parish website.  
Ministers, please contact the Parish office to inform us about 
any recent updates or changes in your Mass preferences.  
Church Cleaning Teams (1-6), please contact the Parish office to 
confirm about the day & time for cleaning.  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: Sadly, it is not 
possible to issue a new rota for ministers as the COVID 
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restrictions make having another minister, as well as the priest, 
impossible. Masses said by Fr Michael when Fr Christian is away 
will, however, need ministers so please do keep your eyes out. 
 

Confirmations 2020: Fr Christian and Sr Liza are working 
together to bring our Group of Year 10 Candidates to the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. All those involved have been 
contacted by Sr Liza.  Sadly, there is a delay in celebrating this 
Sacrament because of the pandemic. Many of you will know 
that local Schools have been closed to particular Year Groups 
because of Covid contagion. Please pray for our Candidates and 
their families as they wait patiently to Confirm their Faith. 
Thank you.’ 
 

Donations to the Church: COVID has created some financial 
difficulties for all, our parish included. To be continue to support 
the church when you are not able to come to Mass, please 
consider creating a “standing order.” If you wish to set up your 
offertory through standing orders, please complete the form 
available at the back of the Church and put it through the 
Rectory's letterbox. You do not need to be a tax payer in order 
to have a Standing Order. If you are a tax payer, lease consider 
joining the Gift Aid Scheme. You could also email the Parish 
Office at sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk for more details. 
Thank you! 
 

Retirement Collection for Fr Michael & Sr Liza: is still open. If 
you wish to contribute, please put your kind donations in an 
envelope clearly marked as “GIFT FOR Fr MICHAEL OR Sr LIZA” & 
cheque payable to “Summer Fayre”. Please drop your envelope 
in the Rectory Letterbox. 
 

REGULAR NOTICES 

Funerals: To book a funeral please contact the Parish Office. 

Anointing of the Sick: If you know of someone in the parish who 
is very ill please contact Fr Christian to arrange for him to come 
to anoint him.  

Parish Registration: If you are new to the parish and would like 
to register. Please contact the Parish Office for a registration 
form.  

Mass Intentions: If you would like to offer a Mass, the brown 
envelopes are available in the Church Porch. Please drop your 
Mass intention envelopes through the Rectory - Letterbox or 
email the Parish Office.  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 

Parish Schools: St Ignatius Catholic Primary School and St Paul’s 
Catholic College (Secondary) are this parish’s two Catholic 
Schools, though some parishioners have children at Catholic 
secondary schools outside the parish bounds. Both are thriving 
schools. All Catholics are encouraged to have their children 
educated in a Catholic context. 

Signing of Certificates of Catholic Practice: If you wish to apply 
for Catholic Schools, please email the Parish Office for an 
appointment at sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk. The closing 
date is 15th January 2021. 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES 

Baptism: To arrange for the baptism of any child under the age 
of seven please contact the Parish Office to book a meeting.  
All parents will need to complete a short course on the 
Sacrament of Baptism, usually held at noon on Saturdays. A 
child’s baptism can be booked for any Saturday which works, 
again at noon. 
COVID NOTE: The government is enforcing “The Rule of Six” at 
baptism, not including the priest.  

First Holy Communion 2021: See in Parish Notices above. 

Confirmation 2021: Classes for Confirmation in 2021 will not 
start until well into the New Year. Please keep an eye out for 
updates in the newsletter. 

Becoming Catholic 2020-21: Welcome home! Please contact Fr 
Christian by telephone or email to organise a meeting. 

Marriage: Please contact Fr Christian by telephone or email to 
organise a meeting. 

 

FR CHRISTIAN WRITES: 

The gospel for all three Sunday’s of Advent so far have St John 

the Baptist as a central figure. This is for good reason, St John is 

the last and greatest of the Prophets of Israel, who would 

foretell the coming of the messiah. As Pope Benedict has said 

“all four Gospels place the figure of St John the Baptist at the 

beginning of Our Lord's ministry and they reveal him as the one 

who prepared the way for Christ. St Luke presents the 

connection between the two figures and their respective 

missions at an earlier stage.... Even in conception and birth, 

Christ and John are linked together” 

St John has all the fire of the ancient prophets. From the very 

womb he announces the coming of Christ as he leaps at the 

Advent of Christ. Notice how this parallels the action of the 

prophet and king, David, who danced for joy at the arrival of the 

tabernacle of the Lord. 

He condemns wickedness without fear or favour, he practices 

self-denial to a super-human level. Most importantly, he is “the 

voice of one crying in the wilderness” from Isaiah. “Prepare the 

way for the Lord, make his paths straight.” 

Most importantly he prophesies, like the earlier prophets, about 

the coming Messiah. He said Christ would be one from among 

them “whom you do not recognize.” St John professes Christ's 

divinity as he tells us that Christ is “mightier than I” and that he 

“ranks ahead of me because he existed before me”, indeed he is 

“not worthy to stoop, to loosen or carry [our Lord's] sandals. 

God Himself seals this with His own words at our Lord's 

baptism: “a voice from heaven came at Jesus’ baptism saying, 

'This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.'” St John 

also foretells our baptism in Christ “I am baptizing you with 

water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is … 

will baptise you with the holy Spirit and fire.” And again: “I did 

not know him, but the one who sent me to baptise with water 

told me, ‘On whomsoever you see the Spirit come down and 

remain, he is the one who will baptize with the holy Spirit.’ Now 

I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God.” 

Most importantly, however, St John is the first person who met 

Our Lord to prophesy the sacrifice to come on the cross: he 

greets Our Lord “Behold the Lamb who takes away the sins of 

the world!” 

 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

Please pray for our recently departed parishioners: 

Mrs Josephine May Childs, Mrs Tanya Louise North, Mr Patrick 

Thomas Oliver Jordan, Mrs Clare Link. 

+Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. Amen+ 


