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8™ JANUARY 2023 % THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

MASS TIMES
WEEKEND MASSES: Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm & Sunday 9:30am
& 11:30am.

WEEKDAY MASSES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday:
9:30am. Friday abstinence.

CHURCH OPENING TIMES: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday: 8am - 5pm. Saturday 9:30am-6:30pm. Sunday 8am-1pm.

PUBLIC ROSARY: Every Wednesday 10am. All are welcome.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: Saturday 10:30am —
11:15am followed by Benediction.

CONFESSION: Saturday 10:30am -11:15am (in the Sacristy) or by
appointment

MASS BOOK THIS SUNDAY
Order of Mass: pg.7

Hymns: see hymn board
Reading and Prayers: pg.118
Preface: Advent Il, pg.68

Year A

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
Thank you for your generous donations

17/18 December 2022

Envelopes £ 256.00
Loose £ 201.40
Total £ 457.40
24/25 December 2022
Envelopes £ 510.00
Loose £1,232.24
Total £1,742.24
31 Dec/1 January 2023
Envelopes £ 265.20
Loose £ 352.95
Total £ 618.15

Church Cleaning TEAM 1: A & C Roberts (Thursday)

Lavina will not be available on Mondays & Thursdays.

For all queries regarding Parish accounts, Gift Aid, Weekly envelopes,
Standing orders and o) on, please email at
sunburyonthames@rcdow.org.uk & for Parish Centre(s) bookings,
please email at sunburyparishcentres@rcdow.org.uk or contact Lavina,
Parish Administrator at the Parish office.

PARISH NOTICES

Confirmation 2023: Teenagers in Years 9 & 10 are invited to join
the Confirmation course by signing up on the Parish Website.
Meetings will start in late January.

Quiz & Supper in aid of HCPT Group 51: Saturday 28" January,
7:15 at the Loyola Centre. The Quiz - Teams of up to 6 people,

but if you don't have a team come along anyway & we will
allocate you to a team. The Supper - Baked potato & chilli/vegan
chilli. (Please advise of any dietary requirements) Tickets £15.
Contact Mary Soane group51@hcpt.org.uk or 07737899487.

100 Club: It's the first draw of year for the St. Ignatius 100 Club
this weekend, the draw will take place this Sunday 8th January

2023 after 9.30am Mass in the Manning Room. Good Luck to all
our members!

REGULAR NOTICES
Parish Registration: If you are new to the parish and would like
to register, the Parish Registration (White) forms are available in
the Church porch or please email the Parish Office.

SUPPORTING YOUR PARISH: A big THANK YOU to all our
parishioners who have been supporting our parish through
Standing Order, Weekly Donation Envelopes, Gift Aid Scheme,
Blue Envelopes and to all those who are planning to join. Please
continue your support.

Funerals: To book a funeral, please contact the Parish Office.
Mass Intentions: If you would like to offer a Mass, the blue
envelopes are available in the Church Porch. Please drop your
Mass intention envelopes through the Rectory - Letterbox or
email the Parish Office.

Anointing of the Sick: If you know of someone in the parish who
is very ill please contact Fr Christian to arrange a visit.

Altar Servers: Online applications to begin serving at Mass are
open for applicants under 18 and over 18. Applicants should
have received their First Holy Communion. Prior experience is
welcomed but not required. Please visit Parish Website/Parish
Life/Parish Groups /First Holy Communion

Family Rosary and Fish & Chips on the first Friday of each
month — the next date is 3™ February 2023 — Come and pray the
Rosary at 5.15PM in the Church, followed by Fish & Chips in the
Manning Room. Adult portion £9, kids portion £5.50. RSVP to
place your food order by Wednesday 1 February to Cerys Bow
07884 005 190. You don’t have to have children to come — you
just have to like them!

Stewards & Minister’s Rotas: The new rota is available in the
Church Porch and online on the Parish website - Parish Groups.

Sunday Tea/Coffee Morning: Every Sunday after 9:30am Mass
in the Manning Room. All are welcome.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES

Baptism: To arrange for the baptism of any child under the age
of seven please contact the Parish Office to book a meeting.

All parents will need to complete a short course on the
Sacrament of Baptism, usually held at noon on Saturdays. A
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child’s baptism can be booked for any Saturday which works,
again at noon.

First Holy Communion 2023: Please see the session dates on
the Parish Website.

First Holy Communion 2023: Mass Attendance cards

1. The child should be present with his/her Attendance card.
2. Please make sure the Attendance Card has the Child’s full
name, this will help the Stewards to identify the card and in case
the Attendance card is lost.

3. Please DO NOT forget to bring your Childs Attendance card to
Mass every weekend.

4. Stickers are issued before Mass and will not be issued for a
missed Sunday.

Becoming Catholic 2022-23: Welcome home! Please contact Fr
Christian by telephone or email to organise a meeting.

Marriage: Please contact Fr Christian by telephone or email to
organise a meeting.

INQUIRY INTO ASSISTED SUICIDE

The bishops of England and Wales have asked that Catholics try
to take part in the ongoing inquiry into assisted suicide in
Britain. Assisted suicide presents profound danger to public
safety and the common good (as has been proven by what we
have seen in Canada and Belgium, where this practice is
permitted and encouraged). It is crucial that as many people as
possible engage with the Parliamentary Inquiry and oppose the
introduction of assisted suicide into UK law. It is especially
important that those who respond should oppose the idea of a
'Citizens’ Assembly' or referendum on this issue, as these are
easily abused to try to legalise assisted suicide.

The Catholic Church is clear that we can never assist in taking

the life of another, even if they request it. All life is sacred from
conception until natural death, and we reiterate our call for
investment in high quality palliative care. Our call is one for
assistance in living and not assistance in committing suicide.
Statements of the Bishops' Conference can be found at
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/category/cbcew/life-issues/assisted-
dying/
The timeframe for answering the consultation is a short one.
Submissions must be in by Friday 20 January but happily the
format of the Inquiry is simple, and not time-consuming — just
six questions. To aid public engagement, the Anscombe
Bioethics Centre has produced a short two-page Briefing
(attached) to help anyone interested in responding, whether as
an individual or as an organisation. The relevant links for the
questionnaire and for longer responses are included in this
document.

THE LAST SPIRITUAL TESTAMENT OF POPE BENEDICT XVI

When, at this late hour of my life, | look back on the decades |
have wandered through, | see first of all how much reason |
have to give thanks. Above all, | thank God Himself, the giver of
all good gifts, who has given me life and guided me through all
kinds of confusion; who has always picked me up when | began
to slip, who has always given me anew the light of his
countenance. In retrospect, | see and understand that even the
dark and arduous stretches of this path were for my salvation
and that He guided me well in those very stretches.

| thank my parents, who gave me life in difficult times and
prepared a wonderful home for me with their love, which shines
through all my days as a bright light until today. My father’s

clear-sighted faith taught us brothers and sisters to believe and
stood firm as a guide in the midst of all my scientific knowledge;
my mother’s heartfelt piety and great kindness remain a legacy
for which | cannot thank her enough. My sister has served me
selflessly and full of kind concern for decades; my brother has
always paved the way for me with the clear-sightedness of his
judgements, with his powerful determination, and with the
cheerfulness of his heart; without this ever-new going ahead
and going along, | would not have been able to find the right
path.

| thank God from the bottom of my heart for the many friends,
men and women, whom He has always placed at my side; for
the co-workers at all stages of my path; for the teachers and
students He has given me. | gratefully entrust them all to His
goodness. And | would like to thank the Lord for my beautiful
home in the Bavarian foothills of the Alps, in which | was able to
see the splendour of the Creator Himself shining through time
and again. | thank the people of my homeland for allowing me
to experience the beauty of faith time and again. | pray that our
country will remain a country of faith and | ask you, dear
compatriots, not to let your faith be distracted. Finally, | thank
God for all the beauty | was able to experience during the
various stages of my journey, but especially in Rome and in Italy,
which has become my second home.

| ask for forgiveness from the bottom of my heart from all those
whom | have wronged in some way.

What | said earlier of my compatriots, | now say to all who were
entrusted to my service in the Church: Stand firm in the faith!
Do not be confused! Often it seems as if science — on the one
hand, the natural sciences; on the other, historical research
(especially the exegesis of the Holy Scriptures) — has irrefutable
insights to offer that are contrary to the Catholic faith. | have
witnessed from times long past the changes in natural science
and have seen how apparent certainties against the faith
vanished, proving themselves not to be science but
philosophical interpretations only apparently belonging to
science — just as, moreover, it is in dialogue with the natural
sciences that faith has learned to understand the limits of the
scope of its affirmations and thus its own specificity. For 60
years now, | have accompanied the path of theology, especially
biblical studies, and have seen seemingly unshakeable theses
collapse with the changing generations, which turned out to be
mere hypotheses: the liberal generation, the existentialist
generation, the Marxist generation. | have seen, and see, how,
out of the tangle of hypotheses, the reasonableness of faith has
emerged and is emerging anew. Jesus Christ is truly the Way,
the Truth, and the Life — and the Church, in all her shortcomings,
is truly His Body.

Finally, I humbly ask: pray for me, so that the Lord may admit
me to the eternal dwellings, despite all my sins and
shortcomings. For all those entrusted to me, my heartfelt prayer
goes out day after day.

Benedictus Pont.Max. XVI.

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Please pray for our recently departed parishioners:
Peter McGloin, Mary Taylor, Sheila Roughan.
FUNERAL: Anthony (Tony) Johnson,
Monday 9% January, 10am.

+Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. Amen+

St Ignatius’ Parish is part of the Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust, Charity No. 233699
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