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Dear Ms MacFarlane,

Roman Catholic Church of St Thomas More, Maresfield Gardens, Swiss
Cottage, London NW3
 – Awarded Listed Building Status

As you will know from our earlier letters and from the visit made by our Designation Adviser
we have been considering adding the above building to the List of Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest.

We have taken into account all the representations made, and completed our assessment of
the building. I am pleased to inform you that having considered our recommendation, the
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport has decided to add the Roman Catholic
Church of St Thomas More to the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic
Interest. The building is now listed at Grade II.

Please follow the link below to download a copy of our advice report, which gives the
principal reasons for this decision. The List entry for this building, together with a map, has
now been published on the National Heritage List for England, and will be available for public
access from tomorrow. This List can be accessed through our website.
http://services.historicengland.org.uk/webfiles/GetFiles.aspx?av=846283FA-B965-4EEB-969
6-DBFAA05885BC&cn=B536B5CD-AB3F-49E9-ACB4-63782BB259DF

Listing helps us to mark a building’s significance and celebrate its special architectural and
historic interest. It brings specific protection so that its special interest can be properly
considered in managing its future. Listing does not mean, however, that no alterations can
be made - in fact in the vast majority of cases applications to make changes to a listed
building are approved. Further information about listed buildings can be found on the ‘Your
Home’ pages of our website.

The local planning authority will now be preparing the statutory notices required under the
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 Buildings of Special
Architectural or Historic Interest.



Please be aware that the listing of the building took effect on the day that the List entry was
published on the National Heritage List for England.

As of 25 June 2013, the Enterprise and Regulatory Reform Act (ERRA) has enabled a
number of heritage reforms, including an amendment to the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 that provides two potential ways to be more precise about
what is listed. Whether or not the new provisions have been invoked with regard to this
building is explained in the Advice Report. A List entry that makes use of these provisions will
clarify what attached and curtilage structures are excluded from the listing and/or which
interior features definitively lack special interest; however, owners and managers should be
aware that other planning and development management constraints might apply to these
structures, and should clarify these with the Local Planning Authority. Further information is
available on our website at
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/caring/listing/listed-buildings/listing-and-the-erra/ .

If you consider that this decision has been wrongly made you may contact the DCMS within
28 days of the date of this letter to request that the Secretary of State review the decision. An
example of a decision made wrongly would be where there was a factual error or an
irregularity in the process which affected the outcome. You may also ask the Secretary of
State to review the decision if you have any significant evidence relating to the special
architectural or historic interest of the building which was not previously considered. Further
details of the review criteria and process and how to request a review are contained in the
annex to this letter.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any further assistance. More information
can also be found on our website at www.historicengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely

Sarah-Jane Hathaway

Listing Co-ordinator - South

Historic England
1 Waterhouse Square
138-142 Holborn
London
EC1N 2ST

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/listing/listed-buildings/listing-and-the-erra/


Data Protection Act 1998

Your personal details, along with the other information you have provided and information obtained
from other sources, will be retained by Historic England for administrative purposes and, where
applicable, for future consideration. Historic England will not release personal details to a third party if
the disclosure would contravene the Data Protection principles.

Freedom of Information

Historic England is subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Environmental
Information Regulations 2004 which provide a general right of access to information we hold. We
may provide the information you have supplied in response to a request made under this legislation,
subject to any exemptions which apply. Historic England will consult with external parties as
necessary prior to releasing information.

Annex 1

Review Criteria and Process

A review will only be carried out in the following circumstances:

(1) there is evidence that the original decision has been made wrongly. Examples would include:

    - where there was a factual error, eg. the wrong building was listed; or
    - where there has been some irregularity in the process which has affected the outcome, eg. relevant
      considerations were not taken into account or irrelevant considerations were taken into account.

(2) there is significant evidence which was not previously considered, relating to the special architectural or
historic interest of the building, as set out in the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.
An example would be where new evidence relating to the date of a building has been discovered which might
make a material difference to the architectural or historic interest of the building.

Having conducted a review, the Secretary of State will either affirm or overturn the original decision. It is
important to understand that the original decision will stand until the Secretary of State has made a decision on
whether the original decision should be affirmed or overturned. If the original decision is overturned, this will not
have retrospective effect.

How to request a review of a listing decision

Reviews are carried out by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport and review requests should be made on
the Department’s ‘Listing Review Request Form’. The Form is accompanied by Guidance to assist you in making
a review request. Both the Form and the Guidance can be downloaded from the ‘Reviews of Listing Decisions’
page of the Department for Culture, Media and Sport’s website at:

https://www.gov.uk/how-to-challenge-our-decision-to-list-or-not-list-a-building

If you are unable to access the website please contact:
The Listing Review Officer
Heritage Protection Branch
Culture Team
Department for Culture Media and Sport

https://www.gov.uk/how-to-challenge-our-decision-to-list-or-not-list-a-building


4th Floor
100 Parliament Street
London
SW1A 2BQ

Review requests should normally be made within 28 days of the date of this letter. Requests made beyond this
period may be considered in exceptional circumstances.


