
THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR JUNE– We pray that all those who suffer 
may find their way in life, allowing themselves to be consoled by the love of the Heart 
of Jesus.  

MON  1st  
June 

 Maria Grimaldi RIP  
Private Intention. 

Mary, Mother of 
the Church 

TUES 2nd 
June 

 Cecilia and Noel Finn Intention 
Christopher Kelly RIP 

Feria 

WED 3rd 
June 

 Private intention 
Milckey Zefer Rodrigues, RIP 

St. Charles 
Lwanga and 
Companions 

THUR 4th 
June 

 NHS staff and care workers 
Janet Anderson Intentions 

Jesus—The 
Eternal High 
Priest 

FRI 5th 
June 

 Private Intention 
Patrizio Negri Anniv 

St. Boniface 

SAT  6th  

June 

 John Lyons RIP 
Domitila Alego, Anniv 

Feria 

SUN 7th  
June 

 Beatrice Santos RIP 
Private Intention 

+ The Most Holy 
Trinity 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK  

MAKING CONTACT AT HOLY ROOD         Charity No: 233699 

Parish Priest:   Fr Derek McGuire  derekmcguire@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 3)                                  

Assistant Priest:   Fr Joseph Okoro               josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 4)  

Deacon:  Rev Neville Dyckhoff  nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 5)  

Parish Secretary:  Martha Stuart-Berrisford    watford@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 2)

Office hours:    Send an email or phone one of the clergy 
Address: Holy Rood House, Exchange Road, Watford. WD18 0PJ. (01923) 224085 

website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/             

Other Parish Contacts:  Safeguarding Representatives: Siobhan Garibaldi, Andrew Danquah and 
Bridget Basnayake Important new app:  https://www.hestia.org/brightsky 

Hospital Chaplain: Deacon Anthony 07876 526935 or emailing: anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk  

 

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP   
is sponsored  for  our Clergy and the People of the PARISH 
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Sunday cycle 
Readings Year A 

Psalms week 4 

Sunday 31st May 2020  
PENTECOST 

 There is so much to think about for this feast day. We need to take time to 
reflect on why Pentecost is so important in each one of our lives. Here is a 
short reflection from St. Cyril of Alexandria which might help: 

“After Christ had completed his mission on earth, it still remained 
necessary for us to become sharers in the divine nature of the 
Word. We had to give up our own life and be so transformed that 
we would begin to live an entirely new kind of life that would be 
pleasing to God. This was something we could do only by sharing in 
the Holy Spirit.  

It can easily be shown from examples both in the Old Testament 
and the New that the Spirit changes those in whom he comes to 
dwell; he so transforms then that they begin to live a completely 
new kind of life. Saul was told by the prophet Samuel: The Spirit of 
the Lord will take possession of you, and you shall be changed into 
another man. St. Paul writes:  As we behold the glory of the Lord 
with unveiled faces, that glory, which comes from the Lord who is 
the Spirit, transforms us all in to his own likeness, from one degree  
of glory to another. 

Does this not show that the Spirit changes those in whom he comes 
to dwell and alters the whole pattern of their lives? With the Spirit 
within them it is quite natural for people who had been absorbed 
by the things of this world to become entirely other-worldly in out-
look, and for cowards to become men of great courage. There can 
be no doubt that this is what happened to the disciples. The 
strength they received from the Spirt enabled them to hold firmly 
to the love of Christ, facing the violence of their persecutors        
unafraid. Very true, then, was our Saviours saying that it was to 
their advantage for him to return to heaven:  his return was the 
time appointed for the descent of the Holy Spirit.” 

Pentecost Prayer.  Join the other Christians of Watford 
in praying for our town during a special broadcast by 

Christians Across Watford on Sunday evening at 
6.00p.m.  Simply go to the 

site  “Christiansacrosswatford.org” and then follow the 
instructions to take you to either facebook or Youtube. 

mailto:derekmcguire@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
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HAIL HOLY QUEEN Hail holy Queen, 
Mother of Mercy, hail our life, our 
sweetness and our hope. To thee do we 
cry, poor banished children of Eve; to 
thee do we send up our sighs, mourning 
and weeping in this vale of tears. Turn 
then, most gracious advocate, thine 
eyes of mercy towards us; and after this 
our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, 
O sweet Virgin Mary. 

SUSPENSION OF ALL PUBLIC WORSHIP  
Dear All, It is with regret that I have to inform 
you that the Bishops’ Conference has decided 
that ALL public forms of worship should be 
suspended in our churches and that ALL 
churches be closed and remain  closed 
throughout England and  Wales till further 
notice.  
As the country begins to look ahead at the 
easing of restrictions that the Coronavirus 
has brought about, the Bishops too are 
looking ahead. It would seem likely that when 
we are allowed to open our churches it will 
be for INDVIDUAL PRAYER—the 
Government’s understanding of this is that 
there would be no involvement of a minister, 
nor would it permit a group of individuals to 
pray in common—e.g. a group saying the 
rosary. This will be at the heart of us being 
able to open up our churches and so we will 
follow these guidelines.  
Also things will naturally change for us— 
hand gel will be a requirement, there may 
also be the use of masks and gloves as we 
enter the building. This will all be to PROTECT 
the lives of others. It may seem strange but 
we will be so HAPPY to have the church open 
again,  we are sure that we will do whatever 

is necessary. WATCH THIS SPACE.  

 

In the meantime— 
 THE MASS ONLINE. If you have access to a 
computer or smartphone you can follow a 
live-streaming of Masses online by going to 
www.churchservices.tv or https://
rcdow.org.uk/news/how-to-participate-in-
mass-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/ 

PROVIDING SUPPORT DURING THE 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC. Whilst many of 
us will have family and friends to support us 
during the current situation there may be 
members of our community who will find 
themselves in need of help and assistance. If 
you require help during this difficult time 
please contact the parish on 01923 224 085.  
Fr. Derek and Fr. Joseph will work with the 
parish volunteer groups, including the SVP, to 
try and assist you as much as possible.  

 MASS REQUESTS/OFFERINGS  If you would 
like  to  offer masses for your intentions, 
please phone the parish number and dial 3 
for Fr. Derek or 4 for Fr. Joseph to book a 
Mass over the phone. 

St. Michael’s Catholic Grammar School—is 
continuing with Admissions timetable as set 
out for entry SEPTEMBER 2021 and the same 
deadlines apply. Please check the website 
for correct procedure and completed 
applications can be submitted electronically.  

PASTORAL LETTER FOR PENTECOST 

The Cardinal has asked me to write to let you 
know that he has recorded a video of a 
pastoral message in preparation for 
Pentecost. In it, he reflects on the coming of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, particularly in 
the context of the circumstances in which we 
are living at the moment. The video is 
available online at 
 https://vimeo.com/421046273   or through 
the Diocesan website 
 

As our SECOND round of phone-calls come 
to an end, THANK YOU for all the 
encouragement you have offered us. It has 
truly been a blessing being in contact with 
so many of you.  THOSE WHO HAVE NOT 
RECEIVED A  COULD CALL US. There are over 
700 on our list so some people may be 
missing. 

 As we are experiencing at the moment, fear 
is our greatest enemy because it immobilises 
us and closes us in. On the contrary, the life 
of God within us, which we call the Holy 
Spirit, opens the doors of our own heart to 
others, hence making us share the message 
of the Gospel with those around us. Some of 
the walls we build around us are created by 
our sins, our judgments and resentments. 
Thus the first work of those who receive the 
Spirit of God is to forgive and reconcile 
 
CAFOD— have spent £300,000 so far on 
efforts to help those in most need. Some 
examples are: emergency relief packages to 
1,100 families in Sri Lanka, PPE for St. 
Albert’s Mission in Zimbabwe, Food packages 
in Colombia. THANKS TO ALL WHO 
CONTRIBUTE TO CAFOD OVER THE PAST 
YEAR.  
A number of people have asked the question as 
to why we are not streaming our daily Mass. We 
feel that there is such a variety of  churches 
offering this service that it is not necessary for 
EVERY church to do this. There is also  a 
tendency to get caught up on numbers and 

priests might begin to boast as to how many 
they have watching. St. Paul tells us that the 
only competition amongst us must be love.  
So we try.  

We need new volunteers from churches in Watford and 

the surrounding areas to join our experienced Street 

Angel / Chaplain team to be a positive, reassuring 

presence on the streets of Watford town centre as 

Watford gets back to work. 

Please apply to join us if: You can volunteer at least 2 

hours  during the working week, or on Saturday. 

You can walk, cycle, or drive into Watford town centre. 

You have the support of your church leader and your 

household.  

We will provide training and uniform for your safety 

Find out more and fill in either application form (Street 

Angel or Chaplain) at www.watfordtcc.org/volunteer   
and return it to  office@watfordtcc.org  

 Please apply asap.  Thank you.   

Frances Novillo, Lead Chaplain  07483 178582 

frances@watfordtcc.org  Watford Town Centre 

Chaplaincy is a registered charity no.1101281 

Watford Food Bank continues to 
receive contributions. People can leave 
things at the presbytery or you could 
donate financially— 

www.watfordfoodbank.co.uk  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 

 Brenda Braithwaite, Ina Hillard, Ken 
Pettifer, Philip McMichael, Antonio 
Savino, Milckey Rodrigues, Antonia 
Messere,  Julio J.M. Mustelier, Jim 
Duff, Wilma Banaag, Ines Mazzone, 

Beatrice Santos   
 ANNIVERSARIES 

Patrizio Negri, Domitila Alego 
  

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

Thank you to all who contribute using 
the Standing Order method—it 

provides for the church in these times 
of need.    
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