
PRAYING TOGETHER FOR THE CHURCH,  
THE WORLD, THE PARISH & ONE ANOTHER  

 

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR December – We pray that our personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God . 

SUN 27 
DECEMBER 

6.00pm  Vigil 
8.00am 

9.30am 
 
11.00am 
12.30pm 
2.15 

Daisy Malig Intentions 
For the people of the parish 
Deceased members of the Hardwidge, 
Howe and Southam families, RIP 
Michael O’Malley & Anna Darcy, Anniv 
Marie Otu, Intentions 
Polish Mass 

THE HOLY  
FAMILY OF  
JESUS MARY 
AND JOSEPH 

MON 28 DEC 
 
 

 
12 noon  

 
Mr and Mrs Zachria  and Bincy Joseph 
Anniversaries 

Holy Innocents  

TUES 29 DEC  
12 noon 

 
Ernesto Mariconda Anniv 

St. Thomas 
Becket 

WED 30 Dec  
12 noon 

 
Vito Priolo RIP 

Christmas  
Octave Day 6 

THUR 31 Dec  
12 noon 
 

 
Yash Picardo Intentions 

Christmas  
Octave Day 7 

FRI 1 JAN  
12 noon 

 
Mary Ellen Smith Anniv 

Solemnity of 
Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God. 

SAT 2 JAN 

 

SUN 3 Jan 

11.00am 
6.00pm  Vigil 
 
8am 
9.30am 
11am 
12.30 

Joe Fox 
True and fair elections in Togo 
 
Stephen St. John Maule RIP 
Special Intention 
Sally Baker 
People of the parish. 

Ss Basil and 
Gregrory N 
 
2nd Sunday of 
Christmas 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 

MAKING CONTACT AT HOLY ROOD 
Parish Priest:    Fr. Derek McGuire  derekmcguire@rcdow.org.uk   Opt 3)   
Assistant Priest::   Fr Joseph Okoro            josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 4)   
Deacon:  Rev. Neville Dyckhoff  nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk          ( Opt 5)  
Parish Secretary: Martha Stuart-Berrisford  watford@rcdow.org.uk    ( Opt 2) 
 
Address: Holy Rood House, Exchange Road, Watford. WD18 0PJ. (01923) 224085  

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/  Facebook.com/HolyRoodWatford
 Charity No: 233699 
Other Parish Contacts:  Safeguarding Representative: Andrew Danquah Important new app:   

https://www.hestia.org/brightsk  

Hospital Chaplain: Deacon Anthony 07876 526935 or emailing: anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk   
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Sunday cycle 
Readings Year B 

Weekday readings  

Divine Office  
Psalms week  

 

Sunday 27th December 2020 
 

HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
 

 

TODAY’S MASS 

THE CHILD GREW,  
FILLED WITH   

WISDOM 

As an example for us to follow, the Holy Family can seem a little too 
perfect: when we consider the more  dramatic  events of the     
Christmas and Easter story, it can seem so far removed from us. 
And yet, as today's Gospel reminds us (especially in the shorter   
version), there were also the so-called ' hidden years'  - the many 
years of family life in Nazareth, spent in ordinary things.  

During that time, we hear how Jesus grew and matured, and in the 
glimpse of that family life we see our example. The   family is a basic 
unit of our Christian society, despite coming under threat            
nowadays.   

Our celebration of this feast, and the Word of God we proclaim, 
announces that there is a lasting value in the ideals of family life, 
and the relationship between husband, wife, parents and children.  

Whatever the changing details of each age, honour, understanding 
and love always remain the recipe for the perfect, and holy, human 
family. It is love that we put on over all the other clothes of      
changing cultures and places, to guarantee the life of the family in 
imitation of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
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mailto:nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:watford@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/
https://www.hestia.org/brightsk
mailto:anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk


CHRISTMAS WOULDN’T HAVE BEEN THE SAME AT 
HOLY ROOD WITHOUT YOU. Many, many thanks 
to  all who helped in any way to prepare our 
church for Christmas. Especially to our cleaners, 
flower arranger and readers. May the joy of the 
Christ child be with you all as we enter a new year.      
 
 
THE PARISH CLERGY: Fr Derek, Fr Joseph and 
Deacon Neville thank you for your Christmas cards 
and gifts received over the past month. Your  
kindness is much appreciated.         

 
PARISH DIARIES 2018  A small number are still  
available from the Repository priced just 50p 

 
ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL? In case you are 
admitted to hospital, please tell the staff to 
register you as Roman Catholic on your patient 
records and you would like  the Roman Catholic 
Chaplain to visit you.  

 
FOODBANK Thank you to all who have left food 
in the box at the back of the church. The total for 
the year will be given soon. Fr. Derek and Fr. 
Joseph continue to hand in the food donated 
during  this time of pandemic.  

 

 

John Houlihan—son of Kathleen Houlihan 
asked us to let parishioners know that his 
dear mother and a beloved parishioner here 
has died. Let us remember to pray for the 
happy repose of her soul.  

 

 

CRIB COLLECTION—Catholic Children’s Society 

Since March the Catholic Children’s 
Society has provided emergency food 
and essentials, as well as mental health 
services, for over five and half thousand 
children and their parents/carers. These 
families have faced desperate situations 
due to the Coronavirus pandemic. There 
are many families in need of support 
and our parish will be donated our Crib 
Offering to support this important and 
vital work. Due to Covid, a special page 
has been set up at:   

www.cathchild.org.uk/crib   where you 

can make your donation from home.  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 
Warren Edward Styles, Stephen St. John Maule 

 
ANNIVERSARIES OF THE DEPARTED 

Michael O’Malley, Anna D’Arcy,  
Mr & Mrs Zachria, Bincy Joseph, Gia O’Reilly, 

Ernesto Mariconda, Len and Molly Wilson, 
Ronald Godinho 

Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

SPONSORING THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
LAMP: If you would like to sponsor the lamp 
for a particular intention, the recommended 
donation is £10 for the week. You can book it 
with the clergy. Your sponsorship helps towards 
the costs of sanctuary candles. Thank you.     

WEEKLY COLLECTION     

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP   
is sponsored this week  

 for the happy repose of Ernesto Mariconda, RIP 
 

SWITCH OFF your phone and SWITCH 

ON your heart and mind to the Lord 

Pastoral Letter for the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph  26/27 December 2020  

These days we hear a great deal about ecology, and rightly so. We must take care of the created world in 
its beauty and resources.   Interestingly, the word 'ecology' comes from a Greek word meaning 'home' or 
'place to live'. So, it is a word that can be applied not only to the natural world but also to our homes and 
to the Church. It is a good word to have in mind as we celebrate this Feast of the Holy Family.  This year 
has been so difficult for many families. Homelife has been tested, and financial worries burden many. 
Separation from loved ones has been painful and many have lost loved ones in death, with little chance to 
grieve them fully. So, the Prayers of the Mass today are vital. In them, we seek God's blessing on our fam-
ilies and homes, that they may be places of kindness and joy. The reading from St Paul to the Colossians 
spelt out what that means in practice: compassion, gentleness, patience, and forgiveness. Then he added, 
'Over these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love.'  

 But St Paul is applying these words first of all to the Church, to us, chosen by God to be a witness in the 
world to God's love and compassion. St Paul adds: 'And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts be-
cause it is for this that you were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful' (Colossians 
3:15).  Today, then, we can think and pray not only about our own families but also about the family of the 
Church. We can ask for God's blessing on this family, this 'ecology' in which we live, the 'ecology' of the 
Church.  

 Over these last months, the life of the Church has been under strain. We have been unable to come togeth-
er to express our faith as a full community. Often, we have not been able to enter into the mystery of 
Christ celebrated in the sacraments. We pray that slowly this will return as the threat of the COVID-19 
virus is overcome.  

 Over these last months, the life of the Church has been stained by the emergence of the picture of the 
abuse inflicted on children and vulnerable people in the Church over the last fifty years. We know, with 
the benefit of hindsight, that bishops and leaders, including myself, have made mistakes. I deeply regret 
them. We are continually learning from them.  In this moment of strain and stain, we take our lead from 
the Gospel. Like Anna and Simeon, we fix our eyes on the Lord, on the child Jesus. With them, we say: 
'My eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see' (Luke 2:30). We 
know that the Lord  never forsakes the Church, his own Body. He remains with us always. Our strength, 
our renewal, comes from him.  

 There is a quotation of which I am very fond:  'Christ dwelt for nine months in the tabernacle of Mary's 
womb. He dwells until the end of the ages in the tabernacle of the Church's faith. He will dwell forever in 
the knowledge and love of each faithful soul' (Blessed Isaac of Stella). This is our reassurance. In turning 
every day to him, in welcoming him into our lives with humility and love, we rise from our prayer re-
freshed and renewed, wanting to do his will and to give him our thanks.  There is another figure on whom 
we can fix our eyes: St Joseph. He is there, in the background, protecting the child entrusted to his care. 
We turn to him as protector of the family of the Church, too.  

Pope Francis has declared a year dedicated to St Joseph, from 8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021. He 
says: 'Each of us can discover in Joseph - the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden pres-
ence - an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble" (Patris Corde - With a Father's Love - 
Pope Francis). Let's do that. Let's ask St Joseph to keep a watchful eye on this family of the Church, to 
intercede on our behalf. A tradition I treasure is that of always having a statue of St Joseph in the kitchen, 
so often the heart of the home. I recommend this to you. Bring St Joseph into your kitchen. Then he will 
be before your eyes each day, as protector and guide in these difficult times. Pope Francis writes: "Joseph 
teaches us that faith in God includes believing he can work even through our fears, our frailties and our 
weaknesses. He also teaches us that we must never be afraid to let the Lord steer our course. At times, we 
want to be in complete control, yet God always sees the bigger picture".   

 As we come to the end of this year, a year of such pain and difficulty, try to see this 'bigger picture': that 
our lives are in the hands of God; that our Church is constantly consoled by the presence of the Holy Spir-
it; that our world is God's work of art. As we enter the New Year, we place all this before the Lord, know-
ing that He, who 'steers our course', will bring each one of us, and the whole of creation, to completion, in 
the fullness of time.   

May God bless you all.  Yours devotedly,  + Cardinal Vincent Nichols  Archbishop of Westminster 

http://www.cathchild.org.uk/crib

