
PRAYING TOGETHER FOR THE CHURCH,  
THE WORLD, THE PARISH & ONE ANOTHER  

 

.  

SUN 17 JAN 6.00pm  Vigil 
8.00am 

9.30am 
11.00am 
 
12.30pm 

Thérèse Alokpa, RIP 
For the People of the Parish 
Ronald Godinho, Anniv. 
Anil Picardo & Elizabeth Ferrao—
Wedding Anniversary Thanksgiving 
Thérèse Alokpa, RIP 

 
+2ND SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

MON 18 JAN 
 
 

 
8.30am LIVE 
STREAM ONLY 

 
  Jimmy Hannon—80th Birthday 

Feria 

TUES 19 JAN 8.30am  
 
12 noon 
 

Amala Jose, Intention  
 
Marie Otu’s Family Intention 

Feria 
 
 

WED 20 JAN 8.30am 
LIVE STREAM 
ONLY 

Merin Kuriakose—Thanksgiving The Unity of 
Christians 

THUR 21 JAN 8.30am 
 
12 noon 

Stephen St John Maule, RIP 
 
Patrick Anthony Ward, Anniv. 

St Agnes, Virgin 
and Martyr 

FRI 22 JAN 6.00pm Thanksgiving and Special Intention Feria 

SAT 23 JAN 

 

SUN 24 JAN 

11.00am 
6.00pm  Vigil 
 
8.00am 
9.30am 
11.00am 
12.30pm 
2:15pm 

Ned McLoughlin, Anniv. 
The Deceased of the Doyle Family, RIP 
 
Aneyamma Zachria, Anniv. 
Sonny and Celine Intention. 
James Wilkinson, Anniv. 
For the People of the Parish 
Polish Mass 

Feria 
 
 
+3RD SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY 
TIME—
SUNDAY OF 
THE WORD 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS 

MAKING CONTACT AT HOLY ROOD 
Parish Priest:    Fr. Gerard O’Brien  gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk    Opt 3)   
Assistant Priest::   Fr Joseph Okoro            josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 4)   
Deacon:  Rev. Neville Dyckhoff  nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk          ( Opt 5)  
Parish Secretary: Martha Stuart-Berrisford  watford@rcdow.org.uk    ( Opt 2) 
 
Address: Holy Rood House, Exchange Road, Watford. WD18 0PJ. (01923) 224085  

Website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/   Charity No: 233699 
 
Other Parish Contacts:  Safeguarding Representative: Andrew Danquah. Important new app:   
https://www.hestia.org/brightsk  
 
Hospital Chaplain: Deacon Anthony 07876 526935 or emailing: anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk   

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION FOR JANUARY- Evangelisation—Human Fraternity: May the Lord 

give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of the other religions, 

praying for one another, open to all. 
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Sunday cycle 
Readings Year B 

Weekday readings 
YR1 

Divine Office  
Psalms week 2 

 

 
Sunday 17th January 2021 

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

TODAY’S MASS 

“Here I am, Lord!” 
We are called by Christ to follow him. 
We become one spirit with him and 
offer our lives to his cause thus be-

coming parts of his Church.  When he 
calls us in every    situation in which 

we find ourselves we reply: “Here I am 
since you called me”. 

First Reading: First Book of  Samuel 3:3-10, 19 
Here we find the call to be a  prophet set forth in outline. God       
chooses and calls those who, thanks to their inner poverty, are      
prepared to receive him.   When they have taken their first steps, 
he draws nearer to them and sends them on some mission. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Cor. 6:13-15, 17-20. 
For the next five Sundays that part of the First Letter to the            
Corinthians that deals with the Christian way of life will be read.  As 
always, the apostle roots his moral recommendation in living         
theology.  In today’s reading, St. Paul recalls the dignity of the hu-
man body destined to rise again; it is the temple of the Holy Spirit; 
to abuse it is a  serious matter.  The context in which this letter was 
written was the prevailing depravity and licentiousness in the city of 
Corinth. 
 
Gospel: John 1:35-42 
The transition from the Old to the New Covenant is made when 
John the Baptist guides his closest disciples to Christ. When they           
encounter Jesus, they recognise him as the Messiah, the follow him 
and remain with him. 

mailto:derekmcguire@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:watford@rcdow.org.uk
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/
https://www.hestia.org/brightsk
mailto:anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk


Register to attend Mass You can sign up for 
Mass through the EVENT page on the website.  
This means that everyone thinking of attending 
MASS MUST REGISTER THEIR NAME—go to our 
website and then click on EVENTS at the top left 
corner of the page to find the days and times of 
Masses.  ONCE AGAIN THIS DEPENDS ON HAVING 
ENOUGH CLEANERS FOR THE DIFFERENT TIMES!  
 
Adoration of the blessed Sacrament There will 
be opportunity to adore our Lord Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament on: Tuesday 9am—11:45am 
Friday 6:30pm—8pm.      
 
Sacrament of reconciliation 
Friday: from 6:30pm; Saturday: from 11am and  
5-5:30pm. Or you can contact Fr Gerard or Fr 
Joseph to arrange for  your confessions to be heard 
at other times. 
 
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 
On Wednesday 20th January at 12.30 we will 
be live streaming a service from Holy Rood 
and you are all invited.  Just log on to 
YouTube, Holy Rood Church Watford and 
scroll down to the image of the Rood.  There 
will a further service the following 
Wednesday 27th January also at 12.30 from St 
Mary’s, log on details to follow. 
 

DIOCESAN YEAR BOOK 2021 Few copies are still  
available at the entrance priced just £4.50 

FOODBANK Thank you to all who have left food in 
the box at the back of the church. Fr. Joseph 
continue to hand in the food donated during  this 
time of pandemic.  

New year’s resolution: Make a difference with 
CAFOD as a volunteer. CAFOD Westminster is 
looking for volunteers, who care about global 
poverty, to help us inspire others to act here, so 
we can tackle poverty and injustice across the 
developing world. Please get in touch with us 
on westminster@cafod.org.uk  or  
020 8449-6970 to find out more and book a place 
on one of our CAFOD online information sessions  
 
 

Society for the Protection of Unborn 

Children The Department of Health is holding 
a public consultation on whether to continue 
the practice of allowing abortion providers to 
send abortion pills to women so that they can 
perform their own abortion at home. We 
need as many pro-life people as possible to 
complete the Department of Health’s 
questionnaire in order to help stop 
dangerous DIY abortions becoming 
permanent. SPUC has prepared a briefing 
which gives a step by step guide to 
completing the consultation questionnaire. 
Please go to https://www.spuc.org.uk/Get-
Involved/Campaigns/England-DIY-Abortion-
Consultation The consultation ends on 26 
February 2021. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 
Andre Richard, Martha D’ Souza,  
Salvatore Mistretta, John Vicary,  

Warren Edward Styles,  
Stephen St. John Maule 

ANNIVERSARIES OF THE DEPARTED 
Ned McLoughlin, Aneyamma Zachria,  

James Wilkinson, Rose Augustine. 
Eternal rest grant to them O Lord 

SPONSORING THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
LAMP: If you would like to sponsor the lamp 
for a particular intention, the recommended 
donation is £10 for the week. You can book it 
with the clergy. Your sponsorship helps 
towards the costs of sanctuary candles. Thank 
you.     

Thank you for all your contributions and 
donations to the parish—they provide for 

the church in these times of need.  
STANDING ORDER 

Dec. 2020: £6892.00 

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP   
is sponsored this week for  

 Anil and Elizabeth Family Intention 

 

 

DIOCESE OF WESTMINSTER 

The current position and role of our churches 
in this phase of the pandemic 

We are aware that questions are being asked as 
to why churches remain open during this Nation-
al Lockdown. We are also aware that many local 
authorities are calling for places of worship to 
close. We wish to respond to these concerns. 

Churches are allowed to open for prayer and 
communal worship at this time according to the 
provision of the most recent national legislation 
and Government guidance.  This decision is 
based on two factors: the recognition that our 
churches are safe, and that the service they offer 
is essential. 

The safety of our churches has been affirmed by 
Public Health England in its current advice to the 
Government. This is publicly recognised to be 
the result of the great efforts made by many 
people in the implementation of procedures 
mandated by PHE and thereby establishing the 
necessary conditions within churches for their 
safe use. 

Our churches are making a significant contribu-
tion to the personal resilience and inner strength 
of people which is much needed at this time. 
Many are hubs from which essential support is 
offered especially to those most in need, extend-
ing well beyond the faith communities which use 
them. This includes the regular provision of 
food; the care of the homeless; and being a 
place of peace and reflection (which is safe) for 
many whose living conditions are very limited. 
This will become more appreciated as the pro-
gramme of vaccination increases. The vital link 
between prayer and action is important to main-
tain this service. 

At this phase of the pandemic, which is causing 
alarm and fear, our churches will exercise their 
role with increased diligence to ensure continu-
ing safety and service. 

 

 

Our clergy will ensure that all are aware that 
there is no duty or responsibility to come to 
church and communicate to all there is no obli-
gation to attend Mass on Sunday. They will re-
view, in each local area, the provision offered by 
the church in order to ensure that the highest 
standards of safety are maintained. This will 
include a review of the role of stewards, the 
provision of additional social distancing within 
the church, a review of cleansing routines, and 
consideration of the personal circumstances of 
the priest(s) and people. On this basis there will 
be a local evaluation and decision about the 
possible reduction in the times of opening and 
the frequency of communal worship. 

In conclusion we recognise the higher levels of 
fear and anxiety which the new strain of the 
virus has prompted and we have a very proper 
awareness of the care which must be exercised 
by everyone, under the guidance of PHE health 
professionals. 

We recognise, too, that isolation is having a pro-
found detrimental effect on people and that the 
role of churches in easing that isolation in ways 
which are safe and supportive has been recog-
nised as a positive and beneficial contribution to 
the common good. 

We pray for the dedicated work of the NHS and 
continue to provide spiritual support to staff and 
patients through the network of chaplains work-
ing both in the hospitals and the community. 

 

 

Bishop John Sherrington 
Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster  
8th January 2021 
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