
HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION FOR MARCH– Sacrament of Reconciliation: let us pray that we 
may experience the Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the infinite 
mercy of God. 

SUN 
 07 MAR 

6.00pm  Vigil 
 
8.00am 

9.30am 
11.00am 
12.30pm 
2:15pm 

Mary Joyce—Birthday Blessings 
 
For the People. 
Nancy McLoughlin, Recovery . 
Sheila Lynch, RIP. 
Aidan Murphy, RIP. 
Polish Mass 

 
+3RD SUNDAY 
OF LENT 

MON  
08 MAR 

8.30am LIVE 
STREAM ONLY 

Helen Keers, RIP. Lent feria 

TUES  
09 MAR 

8.30am 
 
 

Basil Purchase, RIP. 
 
NO 12NOON MASS TODAY. 

Lent feria 

WED  
10 MAR 

8.30am LIVE 
STREAM ONLY 

Maggie Henry—Intention. Lent feria  

THUR  
11 MAR 

8.30am 
12 noon 
7.00pm 

Minivia Fernandes—80th Birthday 
Marie Otu’s Family—Intention. 
Polish Mass 

Lent feria 

FRI  
12  MAR 

Lent feria 12noon 
 
6pm 
6:30pm 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 
William Clancy—Intention.  
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

SAT  
13 MAR  

11.00am  
 
 
6:00pm Vigil 

Sonnie Maguire, RIP 
 
 
Nora and Edward Briody, Anniv. 

Lent feria 

SUN  
14 MAR 

8am 
9.30am 
11am 
12.30pm 
2:15pm 

For the People. 
Joseph Patrick Maguire, RIP 
Sonnie Maguire, RIP. 
Anna Loughran, RIP. 
Polish Mass 

+4TH SUNDAY 
OF LENT 
 
(LAETARE 
SUNDAY) 

MAKING CONTACT AT HOLY ROOD         Charity No: 233699 

Parish Priest:   Fr Gerard O’Brien  gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 3)   

Assistant Priest:   Fr Joseph Okoro               josephokoro@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 4)  
Deacon:  Rev Neville Dyckhoff  nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 5)  
Parish Secretary:  Martha Stuart-Berrisford    watford@rcdow.org.uk  (Opt 2) 
 
Address: Holy Rood House, Exchange Road, Watford. WD18 0PJ. (01923) 224085 
website: https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/             
Other Parish Contacts:  Safeguarding Representatives: Andrew Danquah Important new app:   
https://www.hestia.org/brightsk 
Hospital Chaplain: Deacon Anthony 07876 526935 or emailing: anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK  

PRAYING TOGETHER FOR THE CHURCH,  
THE WORLD, THE PARISH & ONE ANOTHER  
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Sunday cycle 
Readings  

Year B 
 

Weekday 
Readings  

Year 1 
 

Psalms  
Week 3 

 
Sunday 7th March 2021 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Today’s Mass 

 
‘Destroy this temple,  

and in three days  
I will raise it up.’ 

This week, in our journey through the Old Testament, we 

reach Covenant number three. God’s first Covenant with 

man was  made  through Noah and his second, when God 

promises Abraham descendants like “the stars of heaven”, 

and the showering of blessings, but this is the big one - the 

Covenant with Moses at Sinai. The Ten Commandments are 

(or should be) familiar to us all: they form our side of the 

agreement with God. If we stick to these rules and 

commands, then we are truly God’s people, and he is truly 

our God.  

If we ignore them, or break them, then we break the 

Covenant or relationship.  The Temple was, for the people 

of Israel, the place that guaranteed the permanence of this 

Covenant—God dwelling with man. Jesus alerts us to the 

new Temple himself  since he is the core of the New 

Covenant, God and Man in perfect unity.  

mailto:gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk


Stations of the cross —Fridays in Lent at 12noon and 
after the 6pm Mass at 6:30pm, in place of the 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Please 
remember to book on the events page online to 
attend 

DURING Lent—the 
feel of the church 
changes. We refrain 
from saying the 
Alleluia and the 
vestments the clergy 
wear for the Holy 
Mass are coloured 
purple. We also 
refrain from 

bringing flowers into church. The flower fast 
ensures that the impact of our Easter decorations 
will be all the greater.   
 
Lenten Alms Giving – These exceptional times are 
tough for all, in so many ways, including financial. If 
you are able to offer almsgiving may I suggest this 
year to look at the Church In Need, https://
acnuk.org; CAFOD, https://cafod.org.uk/  & 
Cardinal’s Appeal https://rcdow.org.uk/
donations/cardinals-appeal. Envelopes will be 
available throughout Lent. Don’t worry if you are 
struggling financially; prayer is more powerful.   
 
Register to attend Mass—Everyone thinking of 
attending MASS MUST REGISTER THEIR NAME—go to 
our website and then click on EVENTS at the top left 
corner of the page to find the days and times of 
Masses. 
 
Adoration of the blessed Sacrament There will be 
opportunity to adore our Lord Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament on: Tuesday 9am—10am 
 
Sacrament of reconciliation 
Friday: from 6:30pm; Saturday: from 11:30am and  
5-5:30pm. Or you can contact Fr Gerard or Fr Joseph 
to arrange for  your confessions to be heard at other 
times. 
 
Some Liturgical Dates for your Diary: 
St Joseph -19 March 
Palm Sunday–beginning of Holy Week-28 March 
Easter Sunday - 4 April  
 
St Patrick’s Day Wednesday 17th march—There 
will be Mass at 12noon with the congregation. 

Limited amount of St Patrick’s Day and Mothers’ Day 
Cards for sale in the sacristy or office - £1.   
 
Bench Cleaning/Covid-19—Can we please ask you 
to bring some antibacterial/disinfectant wipes with 
you when attending church & wipe the area you 
have used before leaving the church. Thank You. 
 
Church Cleaning for Easter—Could our regular or 
new church cleaners (who are able) to clean the 
Church for Easter, Sat. 27 March at 11.30), please 
contact Fr Gerard. This is a vital church ministry to 
serve God. 
 
Baptisms—Following guidance from Government we 
may now arrange Baptisms, with caution. Please 
contact Rev Deacon Neville via email 
nevilledychkhoff@rcdow.org.uk who will guide you 
through the procedure. Baptisms take place on 
Saturdays & Sundays at 4pm. The next preparation 
course, for all parents who have not completed the 
course in the last two years, will be on Sunday 6th 
June from 2pm. to 4pm.  Booking is essential. Further 
courses are available every other month. In the 
meantime, please continue preparing with daily 
family prayer.  
 
Special Needs Catechesis—If there are any 
parishioners with special needs who have not yet 
received First Holy Communion or Sacrament of 
Confirmation please contact Fr Gerard. 
 
First Holy Communion Children—Please contact 
me if we haven’t spoken yet. Continue to work 
through the books; any issues, please contact me.  
No dates yet for first Confession or making First Holy 
Communion. I will let you know asap.  Fr Gerard.  
 
YOUNG CARITAS—’Let us dream’ Lenten retreat 
This retreat is for young people aged 18-35. Sessions 
will be held via Zoom between 18.30 and 19.45, 

fortnightly throughout Lent. Please  go to https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/young-caritas-let-us-
dream-lenten-retreat-tickets-138923194013  to 

register for this retreat. 
 
Office Administration—There is no in-house office 
support at this time. Can all requests for Masses, 
certificates, school forms, repository etc. be made 
via email. Telephone requests are best on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays. If you have complete details of 
requests written down these may be handed to 
priests after Mass or posted through front door and 
will be actioned asap. Many thanks. 
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certificates, school forms, repository etc. be made 
via email. Telephone requests are best on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays. If you have complete details of 
requests written down these may be handed to 
priests after Mass or posted through front door and 

Planned giving envelope box—We now have the 
boxes of planned giving envelopes for use 
beginning on Sunday 11th April for those 
parishioners still using the envelopes for their 
Sunday collections. Please collect yours from the 
Clergy after Mass or arrange for a suitable time to 
do so, as we can’t leave them at the back of the 
Church because of GDPR 
 

FOODBANK—351.98.94KG worth of food 
donated to the Watford Foodbank so far this 
year. Thank you .  

 
Alternatives baby boxes are short of toiletries 
(talc, soap, cream/Vaseline, cotton wool, bath 
wash). If you can help, there is a box at the back 
of the church for donations. Thank you. 
 
Turning your faith into action The St Vincent 
de Paul Society wish to recruit more members to 
serve people in need in the deanery. A little time 
can make a significant difference. To find out 
more, join an information session on Zoom. Wed 10 
March, 6.30pm or Mon 15 March at 6.30pm. Zoom 
links from Brendan at PresidentA22@svp.org.uk or 
call Siobhàn on 07929 490090. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Consecration to St Joseph—  
O dearest St. Joseph, I consecrate  
myself to thy honour and give  
myself to thee, that thou mayest  
always be my father, my  
protector, and my guide in the  
Way of salvation. Obtain for me a  
great purity of heart and a  
fervent love of the interior life. 
 After thine example, may I do  
all my actions for the greater  
glory of God, in union with the 
Divine Heart of Jesus and the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary!  
And  do thou, O Blessed St. Joseph, 
pray for me that I may share  
in the peace and joy of thy holy 
death. Amen. 
 

 

THE BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP   
is sponsored this week for  

Pantaleon Blanco, RIP 

Thank you for all your contributions and 
donations to the parish—they provide for 

the church in these times of need.  
Offertory collection from Jan. 30, up to  

Feb 27, 2021—£1,266.38 
STANDING ORDER 

Jan 2021—£7,076.00 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE RECENTLY DIED 
Noel Hollywood, George Prim,  

Jerome Dunleavy, Pantaleon Blanco,  
 

ANNIVERSARIES OF THE DEPARTED 
Nora and Edward Briody 

Catechism Corner 
Can we know the existence of God by 
our reason? Yes. Human reason can 
know God with certainty. The world 
cannot have its origin and its destina-
tion within itself. In everything that 
exits, there is more than we see. The 
order, the beauty, the development 
of the world point beyond them-
selves towards God. Everyone is re-
ceptive to what is true, good and 
beautiful. We hear within ourselves 
the voice of conscience which urges 
us to what is good and warns us 
against what is evil. Anyone who fol-
lows this path reasonably finds God.   
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