
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisted Suicide - Bishop John Sherrington, Lead Bishop on Life Issues, has written a letter inviting Catholics to pray for 

the defeat of the Assisted Dying Bill being debated in the House of Lords in October. We are to write to House of 

Lords stating the reasons why we opp 

 

ose this legislation, explaining from personal experience, the reasons why this change in the law should be opposed. We 

face an unprecedented attack on the sanctity of life. Baroness Meacher’s Assisted Dying Bill 2021 2nd reading is in the 

House of Lords with full debate on Friday, 22 October. 

The term ‘Assisted Dying’ is euphemistic, the truth is that this bill seeks to introduce Assisted Suicide and this Bill would  

allow a terminally ill adult with less than 6 months to live to be assisted in committing suicide. Catholic teaching opposes 

assisting suicide, since life is a gift to be protected until natural death. The Church is clear that we cannot directly choose 

to take another life, even if requested. The solidarity of praying and caring for the most vulnerable at this fragile time of 

their lives is a profoundly Christian act which imitates Our Lady’s prayer at the cross and Christ’s service to the weakest. 

Those in favour of the bill are making good use of language to confuse the issue and call it a compassionate and caring 

approach to redefine the question and obscure the actual reality and consequences of such legislation.  Pope Francis has 

said, “Physician-assisted suicide is part of a ‘throwaway culture’ that offers a ‘false compassion’ and treats a human person 

as a problem… True compassion does not marginalise anyone, nor does it humiliate and exclude – much less considers 

the disappearance of a person as a good thing.” He criticised “those who hide behind an alleged compassion to justify and 

approve the death of a patient.” 

We need to highlight the dangers of the introduction of Assisted Suicide, which include the safety of people who are 

vulnerable due to external pressures, and the later liberalisation of the law which is evidenced by other countries which 

have introduced Assisted Suicide. Many voices from the world of disability-rights and other allies are also fearful and 

fighting this bill. Whilst there are clear arguments to support Catholic teachings, it is important to remember that this 

position is not only a matter of faith but also human reason. 

There are three important actions for us. 1. Pray that the Bill will be defeated. 2. Write to the Peers from your personal 

experience and share stories which will argue the reasons for opposing the Bill as well as relate the importance of precious 

time during the final stages of life. The testimony of healthcare and legal professionals will also be important. This needs 

to be done before the Second Reading on 22 October. 3. Engage and share stories and reasons against the Bill on social 

media.  +John Sherrington. 
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Guidance on how to contact on Parliament’s website: Parliament’s website: parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-

or-lord/ 

 

St Joseph accept the offering I make to you. Be my father, protector and guide in the way of salvation. Obtain for me purity of 
heart and a love for the spiritual life and let all my actions be for the greater glory of God. 

 
MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
Sat 25 September 
26th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
6pm – Vigil Pauline Jenkins RIP 
 
Sun 19 September 
 
8am  Baby Florence 
9.30am  People of the Parish RIP 
11am  Paddy O’Connor Anniv. 
12.30pm William Lennon RIP 
 
Mon 20 September 
Ss Vincent De Paul, Priest   
 
8.30am  No Mass today 
12noon  Diamond Wedding Anniv 
Tuesday 21 September 
FeriaSt Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
 
8.30am  Sr Seraph RIP 
12noon  Josie Deane Anniv. 
 
Wednesday 22 September 
Feria  
 
12 Noon  Anthony Clarke Int. 
 
Thursday 23 September  
St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padro Pio) 
 
12noon  McEvoy Family Int. 
 
Friday 24 September 
Our Lady of Walsingham 
 
6pm  Antonia Rodrigues RIP 
 
Saturday 25th September 
Feria 
  
11am  Yvonne Green RIP   

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9am—11.30am & Fridays 
6.30pm-7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm & Saturdays - 11:30am & 5pm– 5:30pm. 
Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   
nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 

 
MASS INTENTIONS Occasionally some dates have to be 
moved to another date. Please supply a contact number 

when booking a Mass. 

Requiem Masses 
Hannah Cohen Friday 24 September                           10am 
Lena Joyce  Friday 24 September                       1.45pm 

Catechism Corner Who can receive Communion? Part 2. 
The first Christians lived a unity in faith. To receive Holy 
Communion therefore implies at least a unity of belief about 
the Eucharist itself: that the Mass is the Sacrifice of Christ at 
Calvary and that in Holy Communion we receive the real 
presence, Jesus Christ himself, rather than a symbol or sign of 
his presence. Catholics speak of transubstantiation, or the 
transformation of the whole substance of bread and wine into 
the living Body, Blood, Souls and Divinity of Jesus...to be 
continued       

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp is sponsored this week for Neil 
Denehy. 

Peace Hospice Open Day Monday 20 September, 10am- 
2pm. I am sure we are all agreed on the amazing work they 
do, often looking after our own parishioners. Do pop in if you 
are able. 

Altar Serving & Music Ministry Please speak to & email 
Fr Alex   alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk 

St Joan of Arc Catholic School. Open evening & Open 
morning, 7 & 8 October www.joa.herts.sch.uk  

Fr Alex We welcome him to Holy Rood and ask God’s 
blessing on his ministry as he celebrates his first anniversary to 
the priesthood today. Congratulations Fr Alex. 

New Benches Checking some of the old church chairs 
recently, chewing gum has been disposed of under them. This 
is a great offence to the sacredness of our church and a horrible 
thing to do. Let us spread the word that this is not acceptable. 
Indeed, no eating or drinking in church Let us keep our church 
beautiful.  Fr Gerard. 

Holy Rood Walkers Group If you are interested, please 
contact Paul Montgomery on 07887 726061 or  
paulmonty@ntlworld.com   

SVP September Awareness Month The need now is 
greater than ever. In September, the SVP will be providing 
teas, coffees,  & soft drinks after the 9.30am & 
11.00am Sunday Masses, 19 September. We hope, weather 
permitting, to use the parish hall courtyard. Raising 
awareness of the SVP and the work it does in the parish and 
the wider community (including overseas), supporting 
families and individuals in need.  
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For those who have died recently Hannah Cohen, Lena 
Joyce, William Lennon. May they rest in peace. 

 


