
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisted Dying Bill 2021 - Baroness Molly Meacher, Chair of Dignity in Dying, introduced a Private Members Bill on “Assisted 

Dying” earlier this year. It is due its second reading on 22nd October, where there will be a full debate in the House of Lords. Catholic 

teaching opposes assisting suicide, since life is a gift to be cared for and preserved until its natural death. The Church is clear that we 

cannot directly choose to take the life of another, even if they request it. The solidarity of praying and caring for the most vulnerable 

at this fragile time of their lives is a profoundly Christian act which imitates Our Lady’s prayer at the cross and Christ’s service to the 

weakest. Please pray for the defeat of this bill and for higher quality end-of-life care and, if you wish, write to the Lords to ask them 

to oppose this bill. More details online: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/assisted-dying-bill-2021/ None of us can underestimate the 

physical and emotional pain of dying. The fear, the loneliness, the pain control. This is why we have hospices, but sadly not enough. 

As Catholics and simply by being human, assisted dying to us, would be sitting with someone who is dying. Holding their hand. 

Whispering into their ear. Not leave g the on their own. Praying for them and with them for the journey they are about to undergo. 

Let the dignity of the human person not be taken away under the guise of ‘assisting’ but in reality extinguishing life. 

Month of October is traditionally (like May) dedicated to Our Blessed Lady. October 7 is the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

The Church chose that day and, apparently by extension, the month of October to honour Our Lady of the Rosary because a great  

victory took place on October 7. In October 1571, the Church in Europe faced a seemingly hopeless challenge. The Muslim Turks 

had already conquered the Middle East, slaughtering millions and forcing the survivors to convert to Islam. In summary, the decision 

to designate October as the month of the Rosary apparently stems from the Church’s desire to extend its thanksgiving to Our Lady 

for victory in the Battle of Lepanto from one Sunday to a whole month.  On Saturday 3 October there with be a Living Rosary service 

in the church 1pm-2.30pm, led by the Filipino Community. There will be an opportunity for personal statutes to be blessed. All our 

welcome to support this event and seek Our Blessed Lady’s much need help in these difficult times. 

Sacramental Programmes A number of enquiries have been received about when these will begin. The honest answer is we do 

not know. Things are very different now but the most important preparation is attending Mass and I repeat the information that has 

already been circulated: ‘the most important thing for our parish, is to celebrate Holy Mass and then the other sacraments will flow from this. 

We celebrate Mass every weekend, not just occasionally such as Christmas, weddings, First Holy Communion and Confirmation celebrations. The 

Holy Mass is the most treasured thing we have in our lives. It is the one thing that lasts, unlike most things that the world provides. We have to ask 

ourselves, is what we do life giving or not life giving? To this end the first obstacle we need to address is attending Mass. Usually around this time of 

the year registration takes place for First Confession, First Holy Communion & Confirmation. The model will be different this time around. The first 

part of any course is to attend Mass regularly and speak to the priests after each Mass. If you need to discuss, please email myself for First Holy 

Communion and Fr Alex for Confirmation. Details will be published when available. Fr Gerard  

 

St Joseph accept the offering I make to you. Be my father, protector and guide in the way of salvation. Obtain for me purity of 

heart and a love for the spiritual life and let all my actions be for the greater glory of God.
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
Sat 25 September 
26th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
6pm – Vigil  Pauline Jenkins RIP 
 
Sun 26 September 
 
8am  Baby Florence 
9.30am  People of the Parish RIP 
11am  Paddy O’Connor Anniv. 
12.30pm William Lennon RIP 
 
Mon 27 September 
Ss Vincent De Paul, Priest   
8.30am  No Mass this week 
12noon  Diamond Wedding Thanksgiving 
Tuesday 28 September 
Feria 
8.30am  No Mass this week 
12noon  John O’Brien Int. 
 
Wednesday 29 September 
SS Michael, Gabriel & Raphael 
8.30am  Peter Rodgers RIP 
12 Noon  No Mass this week 
 
Thursday 30 September  
St Jerome, Priest & Doctor 
12noon  Peter David Anniv. 
 
Friday 1 October 
St Therese of the Child Jesus 
6pm  Anthony Fernandez Anniv. 
 
Saturday 2 October 
The Holy Guardian Angels  
11am  Amala Int.  

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9am—11.30am & Fridays 
6.30pm-7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm & Saturdays - 11:30am & 5pm– 5:30pm. 
Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   
nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 

 
MASS INTENTIONS Occasionally some dates have to be 
moved to another date. Please supply a contact number 

when booking a Mass. 

 

The Blessed Sacrament this week is for week for Neil Denehy. 

Repository A stocktake has taken place. There are new 
candles. Children’s missals, crucifixes and Christmas cards 
will be ordered. Please let us know what items we might 
order. Also help need after each Mass particularly 6pm Vigil 
and 12.30 Masses. Thank you. 

St Joan of Arc Catholic School. Open evening & Open 
morning, 7 & 8 October www.joa.herts.sch.uk  

 

Catechism Corner Who can receive Communion? Part 3. 
Believing what the Church believes. Unity in faith means more 
than just believing in the true presence. It means believing and 
professing all that the Holy Catholic Church believes, teaches 
and proclaims to be revealed by God. In exceptional 
circumstances a bishop may give permission for a non-Catholic 
to receive Holy Communion on a specific occasion basing that 
permission on unity of faith concerning the real presence. To 
receive Communion regularly however, requires the wider 
unity I faith expressed through membership of the Catholic 
Church. The lack of unity in faith and different beliefs about 
the Eucharist explain why Catholics are not allowed to take 
communion in non-Catholic churches………..to be continued  

Parish Secretary. Martha has left her post to spend more 
time with her family. I am very grateful to Martha for her help 
running the very busy parish office and guiding me through 
‘the mountain’ of administration.’ Please keep Martha and her 
family in your prayer as she embarks on a new journey in life. 

To this end, can I ask that all administrative requests, where 
possible are made by email. Fr Alex and I have been put under 
a lot of pressure recently from people seeking almost 
immediate responses to requests. We will prioritise all 
requests and process as quickly as possible. Of course if there 
are any pressing pastoral requests that need our attention, 
please telephone the office. For the time being please restrict 
all emails and ‘phone calls to Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays. 
This week Fr Alex is away completing his exams. Please keep 
this intention in your prayers and make a note of the week day 
Mass times for the week ahead. Thank you. Fr Gerard  

Altar Serving & Music Ministry Many thanks for those 
who have volunteered so generously for both serving and 
music. Both serving and music will return on 3 October. 
Servers are invited to come to a meeting next Saturday  
(2 October) at 4pm for a run through beforehand. Musicians 
are invited to come for a meeting at 4pm on Sunday 3 October 
to meet each other and talk about forthcoming liturgical 
seasons.  If you would like to attend and haven’t had the 
chance to speak to me yet please send me an email at:   
alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk 
 
Annual Mass Count will take place over next 4 week-ends. 

For those who have died recently Hannah Cohen, Lena 
Joyce, William Lennon. May they rest in peace. 

Sacristy We’re asking for new volunteers to help polish 
brassware and chalices. Please contact Fr Gerard. 

Worried about Pregnancy or considering abortion. Our 

online services, free helpline and text-to-talk service mean 

you can easily access the emotional and practical support you 

need. Trained staff and volunteers are on hand to provide you 

with a safe space to explore your situation and decide what’s 

best for you. LIFE  0808 802 5433. Text 07860077339. 

https://lifecharity.org.uk/the-charity/contact/  

Prayer for Vocations to Priesthood The harvest is great 

but the labourers are few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the 

harvest, to send labourers into his harvest. Amen  
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