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The Month of October is traditionally (like May) dedicated to Our Blessed Lady and 7 October is the feast of Our Lady of the 

Rosary. The Church chose that day and, apparently by extension, the month of October to honour Our Lady of the Rosary because 

a great victory took place on 7 October. In October 1571, the Church in Europe faced a seemingly hopeless challenge. The Muslim 

Turks had already conquered the Middle East, slaughtering millions and forcing the survivors to convert to Islam. In summary, the 

decision to designate October as the month of the Rosary apparently stems from the Church’s desire to extend its thanksgiving to 

Our Lady for victory in the Battle of Lepanto from one Sunday to a whole month.  On Sunday 10 October at 3.30pm we will have a 

Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, in honour of Our Blessed Lady. Please do attend to give thanks to Mary for all 

she does for us, interceding to her Son on our behalf. All Catholics should have a rosary. Check out the repository. 

Assisted Dying Bill 2021 The second reading is on 22 October in the House of Lords. Catholic teaching opposes assisting suicide, 

life is a gift to be cared preserved until natural death. Please pray for the defeat of this bill and for higher quality end-of-life care and, 

write to the Lords to ask them to oppose this bill. More details online: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/assisted-dying-bill-2021/ None 

of us can underestimate the physical and emotional pain of dying, the fear and the loneliness. For us Catholics assisting someone dying 

is being with the dying, not encouraging them to prematurely end their life. Its holding their hand, whispering into their ear, not 

leaving them alone but praying for them and with them for the journey they are about to undergo. Let the dignity of the human 

person not be taken away under the guise of ‘assisting’ but in reality extinguishing life. 

Sacramental Programmes Things are very different now but the most important preparation is attending Mass and I repeat the 

information that has already been circulated: ‘the most important thing for our parish, is to celebrate Holy Mass and then the other sacraments 

will flow from this. We celebrate Mass every weekend, not just occasionally such as Christmas, weddings, First Holy Communion and Confirmation 

celebrations. The Holy Mass is the most treasured thing we have in our lives. It is the one thing that lasts, unlike most things that the world 

provides. We have to ask ourselves, is what we do life giving or not life giving? To this end the first obstacle we need to address is attending Mass. 

Usually around this time of the year registration takes place for First Confession, First Holy Communion & Confirmation. The model will be 

different this time around. The first part of any course is to attend Mass regularly and speak to the priests after each Mass. If you need to discuss, 

please email myself for First Holy Communion and Fr Alex for Confirmation. Details will be published when available. Fr Gerard  

All Souls and All Saints. These great celebrations will soon be upon us. All Hallows Eve or Halloween has sadly been taken over 

by our secular culture and lost its true meaning. More information to follow, but in the meantime there will be an opportunity for 

the children (or adults) to dress up as saints (nothing else) when attending Mass on Sunday 31 October (and the Vigil, All Saints 

Day. Prizes for best outfits. Also a great opportunity to learn more about our wonderful saints.  

In this year of St Joseph. St Joseph accept the offering I make to you. Be my father, protector and guide in the way of 

salvation. Obtain for me purity of heart and a love for the spiritual life and let all my actions be for the greater glory of God. 

Holy Rood 
Catholic Church 

 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224085 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/ 

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 10am-1pm 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk Emma Daniels 

watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran - 07876 

526935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)             3 October 2021 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
27th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 
Sun 3 October 
6pm – Vigil  Helen Creighton Birthday Int 
8am  O’Connor Family Int. 
9.30am  Joseph Agustine RIP Anniv. 
11am  Josie Dean RIP 
12.30pm Peter Pumilia Anniv. 
 
Mon 4 October 
St Francis of Assisi   
8.30am  Peter Rogers RIP 
12noon  Kathleen Carey RIP 
 
Tuesday 5 October 
Feria 
8.30am  Nancy Kennedy Int. 
12noon  Constancio & Maria Mercado RIP 
 
Wednesday 6 October 
St Bruno 
12 Noon  Margaret Pender 
 
Thursday 7 October  
Our Lady of the Rosary 
12noon  Barry Gleeson RIP 
 
Friday 8 October 
Feria  
6pm  Patrick Brown RIP 
 
Saturday 9 October 
St John Henry Newman  
11am  Thanksgiving Int.  
 
Sun 10 October 
6pm – Vigil  Grace Mariconda Int 
8am  Kenny & Nathan Oladimeji Int. 
9.30am Mary Hardwidge, Ina Southam 
                             & Dorothy Howe RIP   
11am  Martin Johb Brewer RIP 
12.30pm Sean McGuire RIP. 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9am—11.30am & Fridays 
6.30pm-7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm & Saturdays - 11:30am & 5pm– 5:30pm. 
Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   
nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 

 
MASS INTENTIONS Occasionally some dates have to be 
moved to another date. Please supply a contact number 

when booking a Mass. 

The Blessed Sacrament this week for Mary & Philip Smyth. 

Repository Please take a look and us know what items we 
might order. Also help need after each Mass particularly 6pm 
Vigil and 12.30 Masses. Thank you.  
 
Annual Mass Count will take place over next 3 week-ends. 

Sacristy We’re asking for new volunteers to help polish 
brassware and chalices. Please contact Fr Gerard. 

Ascent/Life Ascending Tuesday 5 October in Parish 
Centre, after midday Mass and Rosary. Bring & Share lunch 
and an update about the Alternatives Baby Boxes.  

Catechism Corner Who can receive Communion? Part 4 
While it is possible for the Bishop to give permission for a non-
Catholic to receive Communion in certain limited 
circumstances, it would be clearly inappropriate for them to 
receive if they are living in a situation which Catholics 
themselves would be excluded from Communion. Following 
Christ’s teaching that they would be known by the love they 
had for one another, the first Christians lived a life of mutual 
dedication or fellowship. Jesus summarises the 
Commandments as love of God and love of our neighbour. 
Our love for others is expressed in what we do. When we go 
against this love by committing a serious or mortal sin, we 
break the unity that Christ calls us to live. In practice if we 
deliberately and continuously do something we know to be 
seriously wrong, we cannot be reconciled through the 
Sacrament of Confession ………..to be continued  

Parish Office While we wait for a new administrator, can all 
administrative requests, where possible are made by email. 
We have been put under a lot of pressure recently from 
requests for almost immediate responses for events that are 
taking place a long time in the future or aren’t related to 
sacramental or pastoral ministry. We are working to respond 
to all as quickly as possible. If there are any pressing pastoral 
requests that need our attention, please telephone. For the 
time being please restrict all emails and ‘phone calls to 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays.  

Altar Serving & Music Ministry Many thanks for those 
who have volunteered so generously for both serving and 
music. Musicians are invited to come for a meeting at 4pm this 
Sunday 3 October to meet each other and talk about 
forthcoming liturgical seasons.   
Please contact Fr Alex if you wish to help in these ministries 
alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk 

Senior Citizens are invited to a Community afternoon, St 
Anthony’s Primary School, Croxley View, on Wednesday 13 
October, at 1.45pm. Entertainment, singing, dancing tea and 
cake. Please telephone the school, 01923 226987. 

For those who have died Hannah Cohen, Lena Joyce, 
William Lennon, Michael Casey. May they rest in peace. 

Church Cleaning A huge thank you to all who cleaned the 
church during the week, a most important ministry. God bless 
you all. More help is need. Please contact the office. 
 
DIY Skills Can anyone assemble 3 kitchen wall cupboards? If 
so please, contact office 

Prayer for Vocations to Priesthood The harvest is great 

but the labourers are few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the 

harvest, to send labourers into his harvest. Amen. 
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