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Feast of Saint John Henry Newman Saturday (9th) was the feast of St John Henry Newman, an Anglican clergyman and Oxford 

professor who became a Catholic priest and founder of the Oxford Oratory during the nineteenth century. His contributions to the 

life of the church are many, including his defence of papal infallibility and explaining why dogmas develop over time. One key element 

of John Henry Newman’s thought was the importance of conscience and the importance of following one’s conscience in matters of 

faith. However, this has often been used not as he intended, as the concept of conscience has somewhat been lost in modern society. 

We often understand our conscience as being centred on our feelings, what “feels” right or wrong or how we experience God’s voice 

in us as individuals. Perhaps we imagine the little angel and devil on our shoulders that our pictured in cartoons. Yet conscience is 

not about “us”, rather it is the voice of God within us, it is his communication to us to the depths of our being, a “heart speaking unto 

heart”, to paraphrase John Henry Newman’s motto. To continue the cartoon analogy, it is the voice of the angel alone that is our 

conscience, not us acting as judge listening to both sides of the argument. Discerning this voice takes time and our saint was insistent 

on the importance of frequent prayer and of remaining faithful to the teachings of the Church, reception of the Sacraments and 

meditating on Sacred Scripture. By doing so we are able to “hear” the voice of conscience more clearly and able to be guided by it in 

our lives, even if the decision we make following our conscience make little sense to us or others around us. It was listening to 

conscience that helped John Henry Newman recognise the Catholic Church as the Church founded by Christ, even though he knew 

few Catholics and anti-Catholic discrimination at that time was still common. Many vocation stories also involve recognising that 

voice of God that seems so utterly incompatible for men and women’s own plan for life, yet in following that voice of God they 

worked to build the kingdom of God in ways that they never contemplated. Let us each strive to follow conscience more closely, 

recognising the voice of Lord in our lives and thereby, in our own small way. building up the Kingdom of God in the world today. 

The Month of October is (like May) dedicated to Our Blessed Lady. On Sunday 10 October at 3.30pm we will have a Holy Hour 

with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, in honour of Our Blessed Lady. Please do attend to give thanks to Mary for all she does for 

us, interceding to her Son on our behalf. All Catholics should have a rosary. Check out the repository. 

Sacramental Programmes Usually around this time of the year registration takes place for First Confession, First Holy 

Communion & Confirmation. Fr Gerard will be arranging First Confession and Communion and Fr Alex will be arranging 

Confirmation preparation. Announcements about these will take place at Mass in the near future, but the first part of the course is to 

attend Mass regularly and to try and speak with the priests after each Mass, so that you and your family are known to be a parishioner 

at Holy Rood. Details about registering will be announced after Mass and published in the newsletter when available. 

All Souls and All Saints. These great celebrations will soon be upon us. All Hallows Eve or Halloween has sadly been taken over 

by our secular culture and lost its true meaning. More information to follow, but in the meantime there will be an opportunity for 

the children (or adults) to dress up as saints (nothing else) when attending Mass on Sunday 31 October (and the Vigil, All Saints 

Day. Prizes for best outfits. Also a great opportunity to learn more about our wonderful saints.  
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
28th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 
Sunday 10 October 
6pm – Vigil  Grace Mariconda RIP 
8am  Kenny & Nathan Oladimeji Int. 
9.30am Mary Hardwidge, Ina Southam 
                             & Dorothy Howe RIP   
11am  Martin John Browne RIP 
12.30pm Sean McGuire RIP 
2.15pm  Polish Mass 
 
Monday 11 October 
Feria   
8.30am  Giovanni Tronnolone Anniv. 
12noon  Peter Rogers RIP 
 
Tuesday 12 October 
Feria 
8.30am  Gary & Laura Connolly Int. 
12noon  Deanery Meeting – No Mass today 
 
Wednesday 13 October 
St Edward the Confessor, Feast 
12 Noon  Robert Coleman, Anniv. 
 
Thursday 14 October  
Feria 
12noon  Fred McGuire RIP 
 
Friday 15 October 
St Teresa of Jesus, Virgin & Doctor  
6pm  John O’Flynn RIP 
 
Saturday 16 October 
St Gerard Majella  
11am  All Souls  
 
Sunday 17 October 
6pm – Vigil  People of the Parish 
8am  Annie Kenny Anniv. 
9.30am Bincy Joseph Int.                      
11am  William & Jennie Browne RIP                      
12.30pm Michael Murpy Madrazo RIP 
2.15pm  Polish Mass 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am &  
Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   
nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 

 
MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be moved to 
another date. Please supply contact number when booking. 

 

Bank transfer/Standing Order (one off or regular 
donations). Account Name WRCDT-Holy Rood, Watford. 
Sort Code: 40-05-20. Account number 81308564 

The Blessed Sacrament this week for Estella Vaz Anniv. 

Catechism Corner Who can receive Communion? Part 5. 
For Catholics, marriage is a particular expression of the unity 
in love that Christ calls us to live. A married couple are invited 
to communicate God’s love for each other. A breakdown in 
the marriage vows or the marriage can affect those who may 
receive Holy Communion, but there are many issues to 
address, so please speak in confidence to a priest who can 
advise and support.………..to be continued  

In this year of St Joseph. St Joseph accept the offering I 
make to you. Be my father, protector and guide in the way of 
salvation. Obtain for me purity of heart and a love for the 
spiritual life and let all my actions be for the greater glory of 
God. 

Sacristy We’re seeking new volunteers to help polish 
brassware and chalices. Please contact Fr Gerard. 

CWL The Catholic Women's League will be meeting on 
Tuesday 12 October at 2pm in Parish Centre. We would be 
delighted to welcome the ladies of the Parish to our meeting. 

Holy Rood Walkers Group Saturday 16 October. Meet at 
Holy Rood Church 10.30am. I am planning to do a local 
circulate walk from Watford so no travelling. The walk will 
be around 6 miles and we should be back in Watford by 
3/3.30pm.Please let me know if attending and bring packed 
lunch. Walk will still take place if raining. Paul Montgomery. 

Parish Office While we wait for a new administrator, can 
all administrative requests, where possible are made by email. 
We have been put under a lot of pressure recently from 
requests for almost immediate responses for events that are 
taking place a long time in the future or aren’t related to 
sacramental or pastoral ministry. We are working to respond 
to all as quickly as possible. If there are any pressing pastoral 
requests that need our attention, please telephone. For the 
time being please restrict all emails and phone calls to 
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays.  

Altar Serving & Music Ministry Many thanks for those 
who have volunteered. If you would like to assist please 
contact Fr Alex alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk 

Senior Citizens are invited to a Community afternoon at St 
Anthony’s Primary School, Croxley View, on Wednesday 13 
October, at 1.45pm. Entertainment, singing, dancing tea and 
cake. Please telephone the school, 01923 226987. 

For those who have died Sheila Buhon & Daniel 
Raczynski. May they rest in peace.  

DIY Skills Can anyone assemble 3 kitchen wall cupboards? If 
so, please contact office. 

Prayer for Vocations to Priesthood The harvest is great 

but the labourers are few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the 

harvest, to send labourers into his harvest. Amen. 
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