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The Mass and our new Children’s Missals I’m sure many parents have on a Sunday morning found themselves confronted with 

their son or daughter telling them: “I don’t want to go to Mass, I don’t get anything from it”. It is a question which comes to priests 

occasionally too, when wearing our collars waiting for a train or in the supermarket people will stop and talk to us. They’ll say, more 

often than not: “I believe there’s a God, but I don’t get anything from going to Church”.   

What do we say in these moments? Do we shrug our shoulders? Do we compel or cajole or bribe? The best answer I’ve heard was 

from Venerable Fulton Sheen, his response was that the reason you get nothing from the Mass, from the Church, is because you don’t 

put anything into it. If Mass is simply a spectacle we sit though, an hour we sit planted in a bench to appease God for another week, 

then the whole thing will quickly appear meaningless and a waste of time, especially when something for important comes along.   

But the important things in our lives involve putting something of ourselves into them. We learn about them, we experience them 

and understand them. For example, the highs and lows of being a Watford hornet fan are lost on those who have no interest in 

football, those who see no skill in the game or have no appreciation of the tactics used. To them it is simply a bunch of well-paid 

young men with odd haircuts kicking a ball around. If we refuse to experience or take time to understand then any meaning or appeal 

to it will be lost.   

The Mass itself is nothing less than the offering of Jesus on the Cross made present again. It is the presentation of Jesus, hear and now, 

and that offering of God for us and our sins. He is offered up again so that we can offer up our own sufferings with his, to participate 

in them, and to have our sins absolved due to the power of this action.  

At the back of Church today Fr Gerard any myself will be handing out missals to help explain the Mass to some of our younger 

children. They’re free, so do help yourself. But, irrespective of age, if your child (or indeed yourself!) have any questions about the 

Mass please speak to us, we will be delighted to talk with you.   

Sacramental Programmes Usually around this time of the year registration takes place for First Confession, First Holy 

Communion & Confirmation. Fr Gerard will be arranging First Confession and Communion and Fr Alex will be arranging 

Confirmation preparation. Announcements about these will take place at Mass in the near future, but the first part of the course is to 

attend Mass regularly and to try and speak with the priests after each Mass, so that you and your family are known to be a parishioner 

at Holy Rood. Details about registering will be announced after Mass and published in the newsletter when available. 

All Souls and All Saints. These great celebrations will soon be upon us. All Hallows Eve or Halloween has sadly been taken over 

by our secular culture and lost its true meaning. More information to follow, but in the meantime there will be an opportunity for 

the children to dress up as saints (nothing else) when attending Mass on Sunday 31 October, All Saints Day. Prizes for best outfits. 

Also a great opportunity to learn more about our wonderful saints.  
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
29th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 
Sunday 17 October 
6pm – Vigil  People of the Parish 
8am  Annie Kelly Anniv. 
9.30am Bincy Joseph RIP   
11am  William & Jenny Browne RIP 
12.30pm Michael Murphy Madrazo. Int.  
2.15pm  Polish Mass 
 
Monday 18 October 
St Luke, Evangelist   
8.30am  No Mass this week  
12noon  Susan Gabriel RIP 
 
Tuesday 19 October 
Feria 
8.30am  No Mass this week 
12noon  Behnam Int.   
 
Wednesday 20 October 
Feria  
12 Noon  Sedi Int. 
 
Thursday 21 October  
Feria 
12noon  No Mass this week  
 
Friday 22 October 
St John Paul II, Pope  
6pm  Matte Int. 
 
Saturday 23 October 
Blessed Virgin Mary   
11am  Yvonne Green Int.  
 
Sunday 24 October 
6pm – Vigil  Giuseppe Micciche RIP 
8am  People of the Parish 
9.30am Julia Hession                      
11am  Kathleen Murphy RIP                      
12.30pm Frank Jones Int. 
2.15pm  Polish Mass 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am &  
Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   
nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 

 
MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be moved to 
another date. Please supply contact number when booking. 

 

Bank transfer/Standing Order (one off or regular 
donations). Account Name WRCDT-Holy Rood, Watford. 
Sort Code: 40-05-20. Account number 81308564 

Catechism Corner Who can receive Communion? Part 6. 
Hope is the virtue that allows us to put our trust in God’s 
providence and in the help of his grace, rather than in our own 
strength. The virtue of hope is expressed in prayer, particularly 
when we gather as a Christian community to unite ourselves 
to the prayer of Christ at Mass. We live out the virtue of hope 
when we pray and when we receive the Sacraments, thus 
God’s grace is communicated to us. We form a community of 
hope when we unite with others who share our faith for prayer 
and sacramental life. The third condition of receiving Holy 
Communion regularly is that we are actively part of the 
praying and worshipping community. In our parish, the sick & 
housebound remain united to the community by receiving 
Holy Communion at home..……….. ………. to be continued  

On Sunday 31st October 2021 two Holy Rood year 6 
pupils will be selling charity wristbands in memory of Jessica 
Macqueen who sadly lost her life after very short battle to 
Rabdomyoscarcoma Cancer in October 2019. The charity 
Jessica's Arc was launched alongside Alice's Arc to raise funds 
to find a cure for the disease which claims so many lives of 
children and young adults. These charity bands will be 
available after the 9:30am & 11am Masses in the parish hall at 
a coffee morning for a donation of £2.50 or offering to support 
this worthy cause. If you are unable to purchase on day, but 
would still like hep please contact Annette at 
annettehaysman@gmail.com.  

Welcomers at Weekend Masses This was a tradition here 
pre-pandemic. Can we get this ministry going again? Please 
email the office if you can help.  

Children’s Missal Please collect a copy from Fr Alex or Fr 
Gerard after Mass to help your child follow the celebration of 
Holy Mass.  

Sacristy We’re seeking new volunteers to help polish 
brassware and chalices. Please contact Fr Gerard. 

Parish Office While we wait for a new administrator, can 
all administrative requests, where possible are made by email. 
We are working to respond to all as quickly as possible. If 
there are any pressing pastoral requests that need our 
attention, please telephone. For the time being please restrict 
all emails and phone calls to Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays.  

For those who have died Sheila Buhong & Daniel 
Raczynski. May they rest in peace.  

DIY Skills Can anyone assemble 3 kitchen wall cupboards? If 
so, please contact office. 

DIY help also needed by parishioner. Please contact the 
office by email for details. 

The Blessed Sacrament this week is for Fred McGuire RIP 

Prayer for Vocations to Priesthood The harvest is great 
but the labourers are few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest, to send labourers into his harvest. Amen. 
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