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All Saints & All Souls We begin November each year 

with the great solemnity of All Saints. In old English it 

was “All Hallows” (the noun hallow means saint). It was 

once a custom in much of Catholic Europe to hold 

evening vigils with pious celebrations the night before a 

major feast. The vigil the night before “All Hallows”, on 

31st October, was called “All Hallows Eve” or 

“Halloween”. 

There is nothing pagan in the origin of All Hallows Eve, 

as was later claimed. It was first celebrated in the eighth 

century as a Christian feast. The occult aspects (ghosts 

and demons) have their origin in Christianity, too. 

Christians believed that at certain times of year, like 

Halloween and Christmas, the veil separating earth from 

purgatory, heaven and hell becomes thinner, allowing 

souls in purgatory (ghosts) and demons from hell to be 

more readily seen. This was never a formal teaching of 

the Church. 

Churches often displayed the bones and other relics of 

saints on Halloween for public veneration. There were 

other customs, too. In England, children begged door-

to-door for “soul cakes”, promising to pray for the 

donors’ departed loved ones in purgatory. That is the 

origin of “trick or treating”. Many of these different 

customs from around Europe coalesced in the United 

States and become modern Halloween traditions.  

Nowadays, Halloween has become corrupted and hyper-

commercialised, and has lost its Catholic roots. It was 

never about superstition and glorifying the occult. This 

modern aspect of Halloween is spiritually dangerous. It 

desensitises children to the existence of evil and 

normalises occult practices that can cause real harm. 

Instead, Halloween should be a celebration that honours 

the saints in heaven, includes prayer for the souls in 

purgatory, and rejoices in Christ’s triumph over death. 

To highlight the importance of these celebrations, there 

will be an opportunity for the children to dress up as 

saints (nothing else) when attending Mass on Sunday 

31 October, All Saints Day (and the Vigil). Prizes for 

best outfits. Also a great opportunity to learn more 

about our wonderful saints.  

Blessing of Graves In the month of November the 

Church remembers in a special way the faithful departed, 

who, whilst they have died in this life, continue on their 

journey to come into the presence of God. There will be 

the traditional blessing of graves of former parishioners 

and loved ones of parishioners on the weekend 20 and 21 

November. A service will be held at North Watford 

cemetery chapel at 2pm on Saturday 20 November, 

followed by blessing of graves, whilst the blessing of 

graves will take place at Vicarage Road cemetery at 

2.30pm on Sunday 21 November. As there is no longer 

a chapel at Vicarage Road there will be no service prior 

to the blessing of graves. 

Children’s Missal Any children who have not made their 

First Holy Communion and would like a Missal to follow the 

Mass please see the clergy after Mass today to get a copy. 

Bank transfer/Standing Order (one off or regular 

donations). Account Name WRCDT-Holy Rood, Watford. 

Sort Code: 40-05-20. Account number 81308564 

Holy Rood 
Catholic Church 

 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224085 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/ 

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 10am-1pm 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk Emma Daniels 

watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk  

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
30th Sunday of Ordinary Time  
 
Sunday 24 October 
6pm – Vigil  Giuseppe Micciche RIP 
8am  People of the Parish 
9.30am Julia Hession                      
11am  Kathleen Murphy RIP                      
12.30pm Frank Jones Int. 
2.15pm  Polish Mass 
 
Monday 25 October 
Feria   
8.30am  No Mass this week  
12noon  Johnnie & Mary Coelho RIP 
 
Tuesday 26 October 
Feria 
8.30am  No Mass this week. Exposition 9.00am 
12noon  Katto Int.   
 
Wednesday 27 October 
Feria  
12 Noon  Joe Kelly Int. 
 
Thursday 28 October  
SS Simon & Jude, Apostles  
12noon  Funeral Mass Sheila Buhong RIP  
  
Friday 29 October 
Blessed Martyrs of Douai College  
6pm  Kamilla Int. 
 
Saturday 30 October 
Mass for deceased  
11am  Antonia Messere RIP Memorial Mass 
 
Sunday 31 October 
6pm – Vigil  Shaba Int. 
8am  John O’Neil RIP 
9.30am Sean McGuire RIP                      
11am  Augustus Joachim RIP                      
12.30pm Frank Burns RIP 
2.15pm  Polish Mass 
 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am &  
Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

 
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   
nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 

 
MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be moved to 
another date. Please supply contact number when booking. 

The Blessed Sacrament lamp this week is for Sr Catherine 
RIP 

We pray for those who have died Sheila Buhong, 
Margaret Donnelly & Daniel Raczynski. May they rest in 
peace.  

Catechism Corner Who can receive Communion? Part 7. 
A Person who has habitually ignored God or excluded him 
from their life should not receive Holy Communion without 
first being reconciled in Confession. For example, a person 
who never prays, never thinks about their faith and never go 
to church should not receive Holy Communion just because 
they happen to be at a funeral or a wedding unless of course 
they have been to confession first.…. to be continued  

On Sunday 31st October 2021 two Holy Rood School year 

6 pupils will be selling charity wristbands in memory of Jessica 

Macqueen who sadly lost her life after very short battle to 

Rabdomyoscarcoma Cancer in October 2019. The charity 

Jessica's Arc was launched alongside Alice's Arc to raise funds 

to find a cure for the disease which claims so many lives of 

children and young adults. These charity bands will be 

available after the 9:30am & 11am Masses in the parish hall at 

a coffee morning for a donation of £2.50 or offering to support 

this worthy cause. If you are unable to purchase on day, but 

would still like help please contact Annette at 

annettehaysman@gmail.com.  

Welcomers at Week-end Masses Many thanks to those 

who have already offered to restart this ministry, we will begin 

from next weekend. If anyone else would like to welcome 

people at Mass please email the office.  

Sacristy We’re seeking new volunteers to help polish 
brassware and chalices. Please contact Fr Gerard. 

Parish Office While we wait for a new administrator, can 
all administrative requests, where possible are made by email. 
We are working to respond to all as quickly as possible. If 
there are any pressing pastoral requests that need our 
attention, please telephone. For the time being please restrict 
all emails and phone calls to Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays.  

Altar Serving & Music Ministry Many thanks for those 
who have volunteered. If you would like to assist please 
contact Fr Alex alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk 
 
The funeral of Margaret (Teresa) Donnelly, a 
longstanding parishioner at Holy Rood, will be taking place at 
St Helen's, North Watford on 2 November at 11.30am, with 
burial at 1pm in North Watford Cemetery. Friends from her 
time at Holy Rood are most invited to attend. Refreshments 
will be provided in the church hall afterwards.  

DIY help needed by parishioner. Please contact the 
office for details 

In this year of St Joseph. St Joseph accept the offering I 
make to you. Be my father, protector and guide in the way of 
salvation. Obtain for me purity of heart and love for the 
spiritual life. Let all my actions be for the greater glory of God. 

Prayer for Vocations to Priesthood The harvest is great 

but the labourers are few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the 

harvest, to send labourers into his harvest. Amen. 
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