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Advent means arrival and is more than preparing for 

Christmas. It starts each new year for Christians, a period 

of waiting and expectancy. The joyful season of Advent 

starts today and leads us to Christmas in a 4-week period 

of preparation. Advent resets the clocks and calendars for 

us. We move into another cycle of prayer, liturgy and 

scripture. Advent calls us to a new beginning and we 

reflect on Christ coming to Bethlehem and at the end of 

time and we wait expectantly in joy, and hope. Although 

a joyful season, it is restrained; no flowers, purple 

vestments, prior to the outburst of white and gold of 

Christmas. Let this beautiful and serene season not be 

swamped and overlooked by the preparations of and 

celebration of Christmas already.         

 

Westminster Synodal Pathway “The Holy Father is 

offering us the opportunity to participate in a time of 

listening and reflecting. He hopes this will help us to 

discern how God’s presence comes into our lives and 

what the Spirit of God is prompting us to do anew, so 

that we might be more alive and creative in our response 

to the call of Jesus, our Way, Truth and Life.” Please 

complete a feedback form from the back of church and 

return to office asap. Please discern God’s presence in 

your life and what the Spirit of God is prompting you to 

do anew and cp0llet one of the forms and return to the 

parish office. An open meeting with Bishop Paul 

McAleenan is on Monday 29 November, 7.00pm – 

9.00pm – at Garston Parish, Crown Rose, Garston,  

Watford WD25 0NE. All invited. 

 

Returning to Mass It is good to see so many returning 

to Mass. It is expected, that those who can, should return 

to the practice of attending Mass each Sunday (or 

Saturday vigil.) If you are going to school, attending 

sports events, working, shopping, going on holiday, then 

you should be attending Mass and participating in the 

most precious gift we have been given, the Eucharist. 

The world cannot give anything that can compare and all 

worldly things fade away. The Eucharist is life giving. If 

you are housebound, please contact the parish office. 

Journeying with the Gospels Join our regular 
weekly sessions when we read through and consider the 
next Sunday’s Gospel.  Every Tuesday at 8pm in the 
parish centre for approximately 1 hour followed by 
coffee.  Details from Deacon Neville. 

 
Support Group for parents of children of any age 
with special needs resumes on Friday 3 December at 
11.00am in the parish centre, all welcome.   Details from 
Veronica Dyckhoff /Parish Office. 
 

SVP – Senior Parishioners Christmas Afternoon 

Tea We regret, once again because of Covid, we are 

unable to host our Senior Parishioners Christmas Lunch. 

Instead, we would like to invite you to a Festive 

Afternoon Tea to be held in the parish centre after the 

midday Mass on Thursday 16th December 2021. If you 

would like to attend, please contact Julie on 

07715553690 by 13th December 2021. 

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085    

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/ 

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 10am-1pm 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 

   1st Sunday of Advent                28 November 2021 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
1st Sunday of Advent  
 
Sunday 28 November 
1st Sunday of Advent 
8am  Antony Antony Anniversary  
9.30am  Holy Souls  
11am  Malita Carvalho  Anniversary                  
12.30pm People of the Parish 
2.15pm  Polish Mass 
 
Monday 29 November 
Advent Feria  
8.30am  Josephine Horan RIP  
12noon Holy Souls  
 
Tuesday 30 November  
St Andrew Apostle, Patron of Scotland 
8.30am  Robert Levett RIP   
12noon   Holy Souls    
 
Wednesday 1 December 
Advent Feria  
12noon   Patricia and Pauline Appleford Int. 
 
Thursday 2 December   
Advent Feria 
12noon  Father Andrew Gallagher Int. 
  
Friday 3 December 
St Francis Xavier 
6pm  Christopher Leete Anniversary  
 
Saturday 4 December 
Advent Feria 
11am  Pauline Olohan Int. 
6pm  Terry Mc Grady Anniversary  
 
Sunday 5 December  
Second Sunday of Advent 
8am  John Staunton RIP  
9.30am  People of the Parish 
11am  Peping Guevarra RIP   
12.30pm        Perri & Savagelio Families RIP  
2.15pm  Polish Mass 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Fridays 6:30pm 

Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  
 

BAPTISMS 
 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 
 

MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be moved to 
another date. Please supply contact number when booking. 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Jean Mahon 
RIP. (Contact office to sponsor a candle.) 

Car park: The closest public multi-story car park to Church 
is Citi Park Church Watford, Exchange Road, Watford, 
WD18 0PL.  

Catechism Corner Sacrament of Confession / 
Reconciliation As we prepare for this most important 
sacrament, we are reminded the Sacrament Confession is still 
a thing, not relegated to the past, not defunct. ‘In the 
sacrament of penance, the faithful who confess their sins to a 
legitimate minister, are sorry for them and intend to reform 
themselves, obtain from God, through the absolution 
imparted by the same minister, forgiveness for their sins they 
have committed after baptism and at the same time are 
reconciled with the Church which they have wounded by 
sinning, Canon 959.   All the faithful who have reached the age 
of discretion, around 7 years, are obliged to confess their 
grave sins at least once a year. Confession is the means by 
which God forgives sins which have been committed since 
baptism. Any sin damages us and our relationship with God 
and needs to be forgiven and healed. Jesus Christ gave to his 
apostles and thereafter, bishops and priests, his own power to 
forgive sins. Those whose sins you shall forgive, they are 
forgiven and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained. 
John 20:23. To be continued …..       

 

Confirmation Catechists and Candidates – A meeting 
is taking place today (Sunday 28 November) at 3pm in the 
parish centre for anyone who has been, or would be interested 
in being, a catechist for the young people who will begin 
preparations for confirmation in 2022. The meeting will be a 
chance to become familiar with the new materials we will be 
using this year as well as information regarding the structure 
of the course. Confirmation preparation will begin itself in 
January 2022 after the 12.30 Sunday Mass, with a light lunch 
beforehand. Further details to follow. A number of young 
people seeking to be confirmed, which is great. Can 
candidates come and speak to Fr Alex or Fr Gerard in person 
after a Mass as this will be the only way to enrol on the course. 

 
SVP – Senior Parishioners Christmas Afternoon Tea 
We regret, once again because of Covid, we are unable to host 
our Senior Parishioners Christmas Lunch. Instead, we would 
like to invite you to a Festive Afternoon Tea to be held in the 
parish centre after the midday Mass on Thursday 16th 
December 2021. If you would like to attend, please contact 
Julie on 07715 553 690 by 13th December 2021. Thankyou 
 

Hold the dates Sacrament of Reconciliation/ 
Confession to prepare for Christmas. Extended time until 
8.30pm after the 6pm Mass on Friday 17 December, with 2 
visiting priests. Blessing of Holy Water at all Masses, 3rd 
Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday. Please bring an empty 
bottle to so you have Holy Water in you homes. 

Welcomers at Mass needed to receive people, hand out 

newsletters and hymn books and help tidy up church after. A 

very important ministry. Please contact parish office. 
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