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CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 

Christmas Eve Friday 24th December  

Vigil Masses at 5pm & 7pm 

Midnight Mass at 10.30pm 

Christmas Day Saturday 25th December 

8am, 9.30am, 11am 

Mass of the Holy Family  

Sunday 26th December 

8am, 9.30am, 11am 

Weekday Masses 

Monday 27th- Friday 31st December 12noon 

Polish Masses 

Friday 24th December 

Vigil Mass 8.30pm 

Christmas Day Saturday 25th December 

2.15pm 

Mass of Holy Family Sunday 26th December 

2.15pm 

Malayalam Mass 

Christmas Eve Friday 24th December 

2pm 

No reservations needed. Masks are 

obligatory unless medically exempt. Please 

use hand sanitiser. 

 

No one can say “God became man” unless it is the 

Spirit within them whom prompts this act of faith. So, 

when we celebrate a great feast, our attitude must always 

be one of helpless humility, recognising that it is never 

by any power of our own that we can take one step of 

progress in our understanding of the things of God. It is 

a gift and one for which we must ask earnestly, sincerely 

and constantly. 

If we do not believe, we remain in the dark and the dark 

brings fear and sadness. If we do not believe, we miss the 

true meaning of life and the future has no hope. 

How, for example, do we see our celebration each 

Christmastide?  What is our belief? Do we go the whole 

way and kneel at the crib and say, “Yes, God became man 

in Jesus Christ?” For this is what we celebrate at 

Christmas, this and nothing else. To believe in the fact 

that God became man, is not to walk in doubt and 

illusion, but to step into the world of God and so into 

reality. The entry of God himself into our world is the 

occasion and the means by which we enter into God’s 

own world. 

Without firm belief in the Incarnation there can never be 

true peace, true joy, true hope and good-will among 

people. Perhaps one of the great difficulties of our 

modern age and for many Christians too, is that we only 

half believe, half doubt. We do not go the whole way and 

say “I believe” with total conviction. Cardinal Basil Hume.   

Holy Water available to take, home to work, for the 

car. May God protect us always. 

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085    

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford 

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9.30 - 3pm 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 

      4th Sunday of Advent (Year C)                       19 December 2021 
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MASS TIMES  & INTENTIONS 
 
4th Sunday of Advent  
 
Sunday 19 December  
4th Sunday of Advent  
8am  Teresa Ann O’Donoghue Anniversary  
9.30am  People of the Parish 
11am  Hilda Guya-Persuad Anniversary 
12.30pm        McGuigan & Duffy Families 
 
Monday 20 December  
Advent Feria 
8.30am  William Tsui RIP  
12noon Geoff Avril Berisford RIP 
 
Tuesday 21 December   
Advent Feria 
8.30am  Father Donac Dennehy 
12noon  Ben, Mary Louise, Matthew & Fay Int. 
    
Wednesday 22 December 
Advent Feria 12.00noon Lisa Boughey RIP 
 
Thursday 23 December   
Advent Feria 
12noon  Gordon Appleford RIP 
  
Friday 24 December 
Advent Feria  
5pm  People of the Parish 
7pm  People of the Parish 
10.30pm People of the Parish 
 
Saturday 25 December 
The Nativity of the Lord 
8am  People of the Parish 
9.30am  People of the Parish 
11.00am  People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 26 December  
The Holy Family 
8am  People of the Parish   
9.30am Deceased members of the Hardwidge, 

Howe & Southam Families RIP 
11am  Josie Deane RIP 
     

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Fridays 6:30pm 

Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  
 

BAPTISMS 
 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 
 

MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be moved to 
another date. Please supply contact number when booking. 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for 
Winnie Goddard (Contact office to sponsor a candle.) 

Readers Please check rota, by sacristy, before Mass. 

Catechism Corner: The Sacraments in General  

We often in the Church speak of sacraments but what 
precisely are they? What characteristics do they share and 
what is their purpose? In short, the sacraments were 
instituted by Jesus Christ in his earthly life and 
consequently are imbued with the power and sanctity of 
Jesus himself. For us today this means the sacraments are 
the way God is present among us and are the regular 
means that the graces are imparted onto our human 
nature. What this means is that whenever we receive a 
sacrament we have the opportunity to share in the divine 
nature of God, become more closely configured to him 
and are aided in our earthly lives each and every day. 
They are more than a sign or a symbol of God’s presence, 
but rather are God’s active presence working on us. 
There are seven sacraments in total: Baptism, 
Confirmation, The Eucharist, Penance, Anointing of the 
Sick, Marriage and Holy Orders. Some of these are 
events that are undertaken once in a lifetime, and 
conform us to Christ in a particular way, such as 
priesthood or marriage, and which impart an indelible 
character on the recipient’s soul. Whilst others, like 
penance and communion, are ones we receive regularly 
that sustain us in showing others to Christ in our daily 
lives.  

New Parish Secretary A warm welcome to Grace our 

new parish secretary and many thanks to those who have 

been generous with their time in helping in the office. 

Please note the new office hours and direct all but 

emergency calls within those hours. We have recently 

had a number of requests for paperwork as late as 11pm. 

Please email watford@rcdow.org.uk outside of these 

hours for any non-urgent requests.  

Brass cleaning – Sunday 19 December after 12.30 

Mass, in the parish centre. Many hands ……. 

Mario De Maria RIP went to Our Lord on 4 

December. His body will be received into the church on 

Tuesday 28th December at 5pm and his Requiem Mass 

will take place on Wednesday 29 December at 12noon.  

Westminster Year Book 2022 for sale in the 

Repository. 

Life is ironic It takes sadness to know what happiness 
is. Noise to appreciate silence. Absence to value 

presence. Before you assume, learn the facts. Before 
you judge, understand why. Before you hurt someone, 

feel. Before you speak, think 
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