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Are the Old and New Testaments Compatible? 

A question that is often raised to us as Catholics is how 

do we reconcile the Old and New Testaments? The God 

of the Old Testament seems to be harsher and more 

judgemental than the figure of Jesus, who seems kind and 

merciful. Indeed, a figure called Marcion was so 

convinced that these two were incompatible he argued 

that Sacred Scripture was only about Jesus, and only 

involved part of the Gospel of Luke and ten letters of 

Paul. However, the division of the Old Testament from 

the New is a false one. There isn’t a “vengeful” God and 

a “merciful” God, but simply one God. This God does 

explain right from wrong, that choosing to act against 

God is a sin, and that sin has consequences. Whilst God 

makes this clear to Moses on Mt Sinai, Jesus also speaks 

of the need to give up anything that causes you to sin, 

even if it is a limb (Mt 5:30)! 

However, God doesn’t seek to scold us, but rather wants 

to be in relationship with us. That is why, in spite of the 

unfaithfulness of the Israelites to the Old Testament 

covenant, God seeks them out. In the Book of Hosea 

Israel is referred to as an adulterous partner, but to 

whom God will welcome back, betrothing in righteous, 

justice, love and mercy (Hos 2:19). Similarly, Jesus does 

not condemn the women caught in adultery, but forgives 

her sin, but warns her to sin no more (Jn 8:11). So, the 

New and Old Testament together are God’s revealing of 

himself to us. One who cannot bear sin, and who is just, 

but also one deeply in love without, willing to show  

 

 

mercy to all who are repentant. The most dramatic sign 

of God’s love and mercy was his willingness to become 

man which we celebrate at Christmas and prepare for 

now. To live amongst us, sharing our nature, teaching us, 

healing us and even ascending the cross for us. As we 

journey through Advent why not take the time to crack 

open the Bible on your shelf and take time to come to 

know the one God, revealed in both Old and New 

Testaments, who reveals so much of himself in it to all 

who wish to come to know Him.  

 

Westminster Synodal Pathway Please complete a 

feedback form from the back of church and return to 

office asap, anonymous or otherwise. We would love to 

hear from children and teenagers.  

Returning to Mass It is good to see so many returning 

to Mass. It is expected, that those who can, should return 

to Mass. If you are going to school, sports events, eating 

out, shopping or going on holiday, then you should be 

attending Mass. Worldly things fade away but the 

Eucharist is life giving and lifesaving. If you are 

housebound, please contact the parish office.  

Hold the dates Sacrament of Reconciliation/ 
Confession to prepare for Christmas. Extended time 
until 8.30pm after the 6pm Mass on Friday 17 
December, with 2 visiting priests. Blessing of Holy 
Water at all Masses, 3rd Sunday of Advent, Gaudete 
Sunday. Please bring an empty bottle to so you have Holy 
Water in your homes. 

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085    

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford/ 

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 10am-1pm 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 

      2nd Sunday of Advent (Year C)                          5 December 2021 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
2nd Sunday of Advent  
 
Sunday 5 December  
2nd Sunday of Advent 
8am  John Staunton RIP  
9.30am  People of the parish 
11am  Peping Guevarra RIP   
12.30pm        Perri & Savagelio Families RIP  
2.15pm  Polish Mass 
 
Monday 6 December  
Advent Feria  
8.30am  Brenda and Vera Roberts Int  
12noon Kyron and Constance Noel   
 
Tuesday 7 December   
St Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor 
8.30am  Al Gabriel Knight Int 
    
Wednesday 8 December 
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  
12noon   Asuncion Ramboanga Int. 
 
Thursday 9 December   
Advent Feria 
Church Closed 
  
Friday 10 December 
Advent Feria  
6pm  Pauline Coleman Anniversary  
 
Saturday 11 December 
Advent Feria 
11am  Patrick Smyth Anniversary. 
6pm  Patricia Panteleon RIP   
 
Sunday 12 December  
3rd Sunday of Advent 
8am  Staunton Family Int  
9.30am  Emmie Masambal RIP 
11am  Patrick Bourke Anniversary 
12.30pm        People of the parish  
2.15pm  Polish Mass 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Fridays 6:30pm 

Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  
 

BAPTISMS 
 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 
 

MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be moved to 
another date. Please supply contact number when booking. 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Pauline 
Coleman RIP. (Contact office to sponsor a candle.) 

Car park: The closest public multi-story car park to Church 
is Citi Park Church Watford, Exchange Road, Watford, 
WD18 0PL.  

Polite request Please refrain from reading the newsletter 
during Mass, as Jesus is made truly present in the Eucharist. 

Catechism Corner Sacrament of Confession / 
Reconciliation If you’ve been some time away from the 
Sacrament of Confession, the thought of going can seem 
daunting or confusing. However, rest assured, priests will 
always be happy to guide you through the Sacrament at your 
own pace. Beforehand, take time in quiet to examine how you 
have lived and the thoughts you’ve entertained since your last 
confession. An “examinations of conscience” can be helpful for 
this, these are easy to find to download online and copies can 
also be found outside the confession box next to Our Lady’s 
Chapel. When you enter inform the priest how long has it 
been since your last confession and then list your sins. If a sin 
is one you struggle in a pattern with this can be helpful to 
reveal to the priest. Afterwards a priest may offer some 
guidance and will give you a penance. The penance is a small 
offering of prayer to God in thanksgiving for having been 
absolved of your sin. You will then be invited to pray an act of 
contrition, which is often written in a confessional box, or 
with which a priest can help you with. The priest will then 
absolve you from your sins. Afterwards all sins that you 
confessed are absolved and one is forgiven. Catholics are 
expected to take part in the sacrament of reconciliation at least 
annually. To be continued …    

Journeying with the Gospels Join our regular weekly 

sessions when we read through and consider the next Sunday’s 

Gospel.  Every Tuesday at 8pm in the parish centre for 

approximately 1 hour followed by coffee.  Details from 

Deacon Neville. 

SVP Senior Parishioners Christmas Afternoon Tea 

Due to Covid, we are unable to host our Senior Parishioners 

Christmas Lunch. Instead, we invite you to a Festive 

Afternoon Tea, in the parish centre after the midday Mass on 

Thursday 16 December. Please contact Julie on 07715 553 

690 by 13th December 2021. 

Confirmation Many thanks to the confirmation candidates 
who have emailed expressing the desire to be confirmed in 
2022. If any further young people wish to be confirmed, 
please can the young people themselves introduce themselves 
to me and email me alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk. 
There will be an initial meeting for parents on Sunday 9 
January at 1.30pm (after then 12.30pm Mass) outlining the 
course we will be following this year. Confirmation 
preparation will begin itself on 30 January after the 12.30 
Sunday Mass, with a light lunch beforehand.  

 
Cecilia Okeke sadly passed away last week on a visit home 
to Nigeria. Cecelia was a regular weekend and weekday Mass 
attender and a member of the Ascent Group. May she rest in 
peace, in the arms of Our Lord.  
 
Support Group for parents of children of any age 
with special needs resumes on Friday 3 December at 
11.00am in the parish centre, all welcome.   Details from 
Veronica Dyckhoff , Parish Office. 
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