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Baptism.  Many people request baptism for their 

children or themselves. In fact many request a 

Christening. This is not really the term we use in the 

Catholic Church. Baptism is the sacrament in which, by 

water and the word of God, a person is cleansed of all sin 

and reborn and sanctified in Christ to everlasting life. The 

word baptism comes from the Greek word baptism, 

meaning “a dipping”.   By our baptism, we are called to be 

signs of contradiction, prepare to willingly stand up and 

be counted for our faith and to hold our heads up high for 

the Gospel of life.  Our baptism also confers on us the 

threefold blessing of Jesus’ identity as priest, prophet and 

king. 

Integral to our vocation, then, is the call to be a prophet, 

and a sign of contradiction in our world.  This means that 

we should apply the values and standards of the Gospel 

first to our own lives and second to the world around us.  

By the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit we become 

prepared to speak up for Christ and the Church and the 

values it cherishes and protects: the right to life, the 

family, peace and justice, and the rights of all the 

oppressed, such as the homeless and refugees. With 

courage and conviction, we need to stand up for Christ 

and the Gospel’s values in an increasingly secular world.  

But you are not on your own; together as family, a group 

of friends, a parish and above all with the help of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Asking for baptism for oneself, or on behalf of children is 

a very serious commitment. We make promises to God 

and before witnesses. Baptism should never be entered  

 

into lightly. Let us remind ourselves of the promise 

made. For parents: You have asked to have your child 

baptised. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of 

training him/her in the practice of the faith. It will be your 

duty to bring him/her up to keep God’s commandments as Christ 

taught us, by loving God and our neighbour. Do you clearly 

understand what you are undertaking? Similar words are 

used for adult baptisms. 

A prayer of thanksgiving before the Blessed 

Sacrament or after receiving Holy Communion worth 

learning. O Sacrament Most Holy, O sacrament divine. All 

praise and all thanksgiving be every moment thine. 

Confirmation. The first confirmation class will take 

place on Sunday 30 January after the 12.30 Sunday 

Mass, with a light lunch beforehand. Many thanks to all 

the young people who have registered. Registration is 

now closed for the current programme. 

First Holy Communion Will those who have 

registered their names with Fr Gerard, please see him 

after Mass today. Registration is now closed for the 

current programme. 

Thank you. There are many people who work to keep 

the church open and running, some obvious, and many 

working quietly behind the scenes. This work is real 

ministry. There are too many to thank individually, but 

you know who you are. Thank you. All help is much 

appreciated. However, more help is needed, so please 

contact the parish office if you can help. 

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085   (Opt 2) 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford 

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9.30 - 

3pm 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 16th January  
2nd Sunday in ordinary time 
8 am  Owen, Clare & Cillian  Int.   
9.30am Alicia Yap Hulbert  RIP 
11 am Pat Daly  Int.  
12.30am Joe Murphy  Int.   
 
Monday 17th January  
St Anthony 
12 noon Raymond McGlynn  RIP 
 
Tuesday 18th January  
Feria 
12 noon Bill Purple  RIP   
 
Wednesday 19th January  
Feria 
No Mass Today  
 
Thursday 20th January   
Feria 
12 noon Mary Lovett  RIP 
    
Friday 21st January 
St Agnes 
6 pm  Patrick Anthony Ward  Aniv.  
 
Saturday 22nd January   
Feria 
11 am  Gilli Elliot  RIP 
6 pm  Luigi Anastasia 
 
Sunday 23rd January  
3rd Sunday in ordinary time 
8 am  Jim Poole  RIP   
9.30am Ninette D’Urco  RIP 
11 am James Wilkinson  Aniv.  
12.30am People of the Parish 
  
    EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & 
Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by 

request. 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  
 

BAPTISMS 
 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)   

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk 
 

MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to 
be moved. Please supply contact number 

when booking. 

Catechism Corner   What is purgatory?    

Purgatory, often imagined as a place, is actually a 

condition.  Someone who dies in God’s grace and 

therefore at peace with God and mankind but who still 

needs purification before they can see God face to face is 

in purgatory.   

When Peter had betrayed Jesus, the Lord turned around 

and looked at Peter; “And Peter went out and wept 

bitterly” – a feeling like being in purgatory.  Just such a 

purgatory probably awaits most of us at the moment of 

our death; the Lord looks at us full of love – and we 

experience burning shame and painful remorse over our 

wicked or “merely” unloving behaviour. Only after this 

purifying pain will we be capable of meeting his loving 

gaze in untroubled heavenly joy. 

Contactless Giving a contactless device will soon be 

installed in the church by the Main entrance. This can be 

used for all general donations to the church and other 

donations and purchases in time. This system has proved 

very popular in other churches across the diocese and 

many have asked enquired about such a device. Let us see 

how it goes.  

Readers If you would like to read at Mass, please let the 

parish office know. Support and training will be 

provided. Readers are need for all Masses, particularly 

the 12.30 Masses. Help also needed for repository, 

church and sacristy tasks. 

The Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for the 

Holy Souls. (contact office to sponsor a candle). 

Journeying with the Gospels Join our regular 

weekly sessions when we read through and consider the 

next Sunday’s Gospel.  Every Tuesday at 8pm in the 

Parish Centre with Deacon Neville. 

Office Support Please note the office is open Tuesdays 

and Thursdays, 9.30am-3pm. Please restrict all 

administrative requests to these times.  

Holy Water available to take home, to work, for the 

car etc. May God protect us always. 
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