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Christ has in fact been raised from the dead. Our 

Second reading today comes from St Paul’s First Letter 

to the Corinthians. Whilst it is a short reading we 

shouldn’t let it slip past us but rather take the time to 

reflect on the words. Whilst short it is definitely weighty, 

a short soundbite of our faith that would have fitted into 

the character limit on Twitter!  

The Corinthians who Paul was writing to were a 

prosperous, cosmopolitan and wealthy society, perhaps 

not that dissimilar from ours today. Similar to ours, 

elements of the Christian faith were viewed by some as 

foolish or superstition. In Corinth some Christians were 

questioning the Resurrection and saying it does not really 

matter to be a Christian, what matters is following Jesus’ 

teaching and principles.  

St Paul is making clear the need of our faith in the 

Resurrection of Jesus for belief in our salvation to make 

sense. Jesus’ resurrection from the death proves that 

death is not the end, and that by conquering death he 

conquered the other great evil that came into the world 

with death at the Fall of mankind. Sin. If, Paul says, there 

is no Resurrection then mankind has not been saved at 

all, rather than know our sins have been paid for by the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, we would still need to 

repay God for the wrongs that we have committed to 

Him and to our neighbour. 

Today we sometimes hear about accounts of Jesus’ life 

and ministry that take away the supernatural elements 

that, its writers claim, reflects what happened. The  

 

supposedly historical Jesus. However, what these 

modern accounts do is similar to what Paul denounced in 

Corinth. By stripping Jesus of anything supernatural we 

lose what is essential to come to Him. For Paul, and for 

us today, the miraculous Resurrection of Jesus is not a 

legend, but instead true, it is, as St Paul understood, the 

very heart of our faith.   

Special collections A huge thank you for your recent 

generosity. Crib collection for the Catholic Children’s 

Society - £807.49 & Survive Miva £1,252.49. 

A Support Meeting for parents of children of any age 

with Special Needs will take place on Friday 25th 

February starting at 11.00am in the Holy Rood Parish 

Centre, WD18 0PJ.  A friendly welcome, tea or coffee, 

support and help for your needs and those of your 

child.  Gail Williams, Centre Manager, and Fr David 

Knight, Chaplain, of Caritas St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre, 

Hendon will be with us. Enquiries to Veronica Dyckhoff, 

01923 441105.  No need to book.  

Catholic Prayer Cards Free cards are available at the 

back of Church to keep in your purse or wallet. These 

provide instruction that in an emergency that you would 

like a Catholic Priest to be called. There is space also to 

include the contact details for next of kin.  

Blessed Sacrament Lamp this week is for Avrille 

Bailey (contact the office to sponsor a candle).  

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085   (Opt 2) 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford 

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30 - 3pm  
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Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/holyroodlivestream 

Click the video with live written on it 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday 13th February  
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8am  Madge Scallion RIP   
9.30am Gitendra Patel Int. 
11am People of the Parish  
12.30am Sally Ahern RIP 
 
Monday 14th February 
SS Cyril & Methodius 
8.30am Margaret Bohan RIP 
12noon Jim & Margaret Fitzpatrick Int. 
 
Tuesday 15th February 
Feria 
8.30am  Sean Smyth Anniv. 
12noon  Cecilia Okeke RIP  
 
Wednesday 16th February  
Feria 
12noon  Mrs Dennehy Int.  
 
Thursday 17th February   
Feria 
12noon  Winnie Brady Int. 
    
Friday 18th February 
Feria 
6pm  Fiona Sampson RIP  
 
Saturday 19th February   
Feria 
11am  John O’Meara Anniv. 
6pm  Perlita Baggayan Birthday 
 
Sunday 20th February  
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8am  Michael O’Donoghue RIP   
9.30am Marian Kendal Int. 
11am Rose Critcher RIP  
12.30am People of the Parish 
 

EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT  
Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)    
 

MASS INTENTIONS dates occasionally have to be 
moved. Please supply contact number when 

booking. 

Books Please return all Mass books and hymn books to 

the bookstand at the end of Mass in a tidy manner. Please 

also take the newsletters home. 

Catechism Corner: The Sacrament of Holy 

Orders The man who is ordained receives a gift of the 

Holy Spirit that gives him a sacred authority that is 

conferred upon him by Christ through the bishop. 

Through Holy Orders a priest receives as a gift a definite 

power and a mission for his brothers and sisters in faith. 

The priests of the Old Covenant mediated between God 

and his people, but since Christ is the “one mediator 

between God and men” (1Tim 2:5) he perfected and 

ended that priesthood. After Christ there can be an 

ordained priesthood only in Christ, in Christ’s sacrifice 

on the Cross and through a calling and apostolic mission 

from Christ. To be continued….. 

Allen Hall Seminary There are some free magazines 

at the back of the church. Please remember all 

seminarians in your prayers as they discern Gods calling.  

Sunday refreshments after 9.30am & 11am Masses. It 

would be great to resume these. If you can help, please 

contact the parish office. 

Are you able to gift aid your donations?  The Gift 

Aid scheme allows a UK charity to claim back the tax that 

you pay, as a donor, when you earn the money from 

which you make the donation. As a result, each £10.00 

donation you give, as a UK taxpayer, is worth £12.50 to 

us once Gift Aid is reclaimed. Last year we were able to 

claim back £19,832.08 to benefit the parish. 

Planned Giving Envelopes this year will only 

available for those who gift aid. Other donations can be 

placed in the collection or a standing order set up. Please 

contact the parish office. Thank you for your generosity. 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn 

Children (SPUC) will be at morning Masses on Sunday 

27th February.  They will speak briefly about the dangers 

of home abortions offered by Government during the 

Covid crisis and the difficulties some University pro-life 

groups are experiencing.  There will be postcards to sign 

that will then be presented to the Prime Minister and 

some stickers for you & your families to wear. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society (England & Wales) is 

part of an international Christian voluntary network 

dedicated to tackling poverty in all its forms by providing 

practical assistance to people in need. Please note, 

collection box has moved to front door porch on Market 

Street. Thank you for your generosity. 


