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The Transfiguration and the Four Last Things 

The confirmation candidates last week discussed the four 
last things: Death, Heaven, Hell and Purgatory. Myself 
and the catechists were incredibly impressed by the 
reflectiveness and engagement of the young people.   

One of the questions was what is heaven like? What do 
we do there and who else is there? Good questions, and 
we find out second reading and our Gospel that an 
answer is is given in Scripture.   

If we, firstly, think about what heaven is like, the 
Transfiguration offers a taste of what and where we are 
invited to join. Jesus reveals his divine nature at the 
Transfiguration to whet the appetite of the disciples. To 
illustrate what the fulfilment of the Kingdom of God will 
be like.   

In heaven, like Peter, James and John, we will see Jesus, 
not with his divine nature concealed, like when he was 
man, nor under the appearance of bread and wine, as we 
see Him present today, but rather a glorified figure, 
whose divine nature literally shines through. We will also 
be brought into the intimate relationship of the Trinity, 
revealed in the Gospel by the voice of the Father and the 
cloud of the Holy Spirit. Finally, we will be in 
communion with the saints, indicated to us by the 
presence of Moses and Elijah speaking with Our Lord.   

If we want to know what that will feel like, the ecstasy  
the disciples clearly experience is proof enough. What 
God has in store for us is something far greater and more 
glorious than what our minds could comprehend or our 
hearts can know. Experiencing heaven will swell our 

hearts with the love of God. We will be patterned, as St 
Paul says, “into copies of his glorified body”.   

St Paul’s letter also gives an indication, however, that 
heaven is never something that we can take for granted. 
He warns the Philippians that there are those “behaving 
as the enemies of the cross of Christ [that are] destined to 
be lost”. That invitation to heaven is, always, just that, an 
invitation. God respects our freedom and never compels 
us to worship him. It is a reminder that the Church is 
never the “Church of the Saved” but rather a Church of 
Sinners, who need to seek God’s aid and mercy in their 
lives.  

It is for this purpose we maintain our Lenten penances 
and almsgiving, that we may greater appreciate our need 
of God and the great gift he has ready for each of us who 
trust in his love and mercy. 

Croxley Green Community Choir will be 
performing the Mozart Requiem in Holy Rood Church 
on Friday 8 April, 7:45pm. Tickets £12, under-18s £3, 
call 07858 210168 or email choir.cgcc@gmail.com. All 

proceeds from this event go to the St Vincent de Paul 
Society and the Watford Peace Hospice. 

Lenten Almsgiving this year will be divided between 
Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal & Church in Need who 
will use the funds for Ukraine. Envelops are available for 
both charities. Please put all envelopes in the new secure 
collecting box at church door.  The contactless machine 
can also be used. 

Interfaith Vigil for Peace in Ukraine today (13 
March) at 2pm in the Watford Peace Garden. Details on 
the noticeboard at the back of Church.  

Holy Rood  
Catholic Church 

Holy Rood Rectory, Exchange Road, Watford, 

Hertfordshire. WD18 0PJ  

Tel: 01923 224 085   (Opt 2) 

Email: watford@rcdow.org.uk 

Web & Streaming: parish.rcdow.org.uk/watford 

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 9.30 - 3pm  

 

Readings Page 156   Second Sunday of Lent                    Sunday 13 March 2022 

  20222022 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HolyRoodWatford 

 

mailto:choir.cgcc@gmail.com
mailto:watford@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk
mailto:watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
mailto:watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk
mailto:anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk


2 
Charity No. 233699 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
Sunday 13th March  
2nd Sunday of Lent 
8am  Eddie Deacon RIP   
9.30am People of the Parish 
11am Ben & Molly Hatchett Wedding Int.  
12.30am Elizabeth Ahendra Thanksgiving  
 
Monday 14th March 
Lent feria 
8.30am Judith Ahendra & Family Int. 
12noon Funeral service for Catherine Fitzgerald  
 
Tuesday 15th March 
Lent feria 
8.30am  Aimee Bulngu Thanksgiving  
12noon  Zita O’Connor & Family Int. 
 
Wednesday 16th March  
Lent feria 
12noon Mary, James & Brian McGee RIP 
 
Thursday 17th March   
St Patrick 
12noon  Teresa Francis Donnelly RIP  
    
Friday 18th March 
Lent feria 
6pm    Trudon & Michael Kassongo RIP  
 
Saturday 19th March   
St Joseph 
11am  Lucia Sepe Anniv. 
6pm  Kathlene Brosnan RIP 
 
Sunday 20th March  
3rd Sunday of Lent 
8am  William Hegarty Anniv.   
9.30am Bincey Joseph RIP 
11am People of the Parish  
12.30am Joseph McGonigle 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Peace in Ukraine 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

 
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
 

ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  
Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 

supply contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner, A day in the life of a priest. 
Maybe you’ve wondered how this unfolds in everyday 
life?  Central to each priest is his main public duties 
celebrating the Mass, making Jesus present on our altars 
of sacrifice, the summit the Church and our faith, and 
hearing heartfelt and humble confessions of so many, 
often in tears. However much ministry takes place 
outside of these times, it can involve great sadness, such 
as administering the Last Rites in the middle of the night 
in the hospital or home, holding that dying person gently 
as they leave this world or being with the parents of a 
stillborn child offering nothing more than a presence and 
the prayer of the Church, it also includes joyful moments 
like arranging and celebrating of the sacraments of 
Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation and 
Marriage. Such moves from joy to sadness is necessary in 
the life of a priest. Then there is the other non-
sacramental ministries: trying to assist the many destitute 
and broken people that come to the door of the church, 
school visits to support for our Catholic schools, or 
journeying with a bereaved family in organising a 
Catholic funeral. Alongside these are the hidden tasks of 
opening and closing the church, cleaning the doorsteps 
from frequent anti-social behaviours, making sure the 
building is warm and safe, the maze of insurance, 
litigation, health & safety, safeguarding, budgeting, 
building maintenance. The list goes on. with the prayer, 
support and your encouraging words we seek to do the 
work that God has called us to do.  
Next week, Diaconal Ordination………….    

A Support Meeting for parents of children of any 
age with Special Needs will take place in Holy Rood 
Parish Centre on Friday 18 March, 11.00am.  A friendly 
welcome, tea or coffee, support and help for your needs 
and those of your child.  Gail Williams, Centre Manager 
of Caritas St Joseph’s Pastoral Centre, Hendon will be 
there.  Enquiries to Veronica Dyckhoff, 01923 441105.  
No need to book, just turn up.                      
 
Holy Rood Walker’s Group (next planned walk 
19/3/22) The group undertake walks of medium-
difficulty, between 5 - 7 miles long on Saturdays that last 
3-4 hours with a picnic lunch. Next planned walk 19 
March. Full details of the walk will be provided in 
advance and transport arranged. Individuals (and 
families) of all ages are welcome. The only requirement 
is that you are fit enough to complete the distance and 
ready to have fun! If you are interested, please contact 
Paul Montgomery on 07887 726061 or 
paulmonty@ntlworld.com 
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