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Lent progresses Already we enter our 3rd week of Lent 
and time flies by. Holy Week is not too far away and now 
is the time to reflect on Our Lord Jesus Christ in those 
dramatic and painful days. In our song, prayer and liturgy 
we reflect on these important events and the last words 
of Jesus. On Maundy Thursday we will recall that first 
occasion when Jesus took the bread and wine and 
changed them into his body and blood. This truth, 
requires from us faith, which is a gift. We need humility 
of mind to acknowledge that what was once bread is now 
his body, what was one wine is now his blood. Our act 
of faith in this great truth needs to be renewed constantly 
and grow. We continue to recognise that in the Mass he 
has given us the means to be taken into his passion, death 
and resurrection. Every Mass is a celebration of both 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Holy Thursday was the 
day in which these two realities, his death and 
resurrection, were made accessible to us in sign and 
sacrament in the Mass. The Mass is both sacrifice and 
banquet. We sometimes fall into the mistake that the 
Mass just represents a nice community meal. We must 
never forget that the Mass is sacrifice as well and central 
to the life of the Church. It gives value and meaning to 
our daily lives, to our loves, and our pain. Every Holy 
Thursday is a time to give thanks to God for the Mass and 
for the daily miracle which makes sense of life. On the 
subject of the Sacrifice of the Mass we reflect on the 
importance of the altar. It is not just a table but an Altar 
of Sacrifice. The word altar derives from the Latin altar 
or altare meaning high place. The bread and wine are 
transformed into the body and blood of Christ and 
therefore the altar must be treated with the utmost 
respect. Only items necessary for the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice must be placed on the altar. The altar is not a 

functional object but the great and holy sign of Christ. 
Relics are often placed in the altar. Cloth always cover an 
altar with the exception of Good Friday. An altar frontal 
or antependium is often used and enhances the dignity of 
the altar. The seasonal colours help to define the season 
by changing the whole setting in a harmonious but vivid 
way. Here at Holy Rood we have recently had made 
some beautiful altar frontals, to define the altar as a more 
sacred setting for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. A 
crucifix is placed on the altar. Candles are required for 
Mass: two, four and six.  A good custom is to have two 
for feria days and memorials, four for feast days and six 
for Sundays and solemnities. It is easy to take for granted 
the importance of a church and its sacred areas, such as 
altar, sanctuary and tabernacle. Maybe we were never 
told. On Tuesday we were blessed to have a visit of 109 
children and 20 staff from Holy Rood Primary School for 
a tour of the church where we talked about the different 
areas and the importance of signs, symbols and liturgical 
colours that are so important in our church and our 
liturgy. It was a joyful occasion and one which will be 
repeated so that we learn about our church and why we 
do things. Watch this space.   

Croxley Green Community Choir will be 
performing the Mozart Requiem in Holy Rood Church 
on Friday 8 April, 7:45pm. Tickets £12, under-18s £3, 
call 07858 210168 or email choir.cgcc@gmail.com. All 
proceeds from this event go to the St Vincent de Paul 
Society and the Watford Peace Hospice. On this note the 
SVP will be promoting their work this weekend after all 
Masses. There are handouts and hopefully one for each 
household. After the 9.30 and 11am Masses SVP will host 
a coffee morning in the Parish Centre. Please do pop to 
support the great work they do to help so many in need. 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
Sunday 20th March  
2nd Sunday of Lent 
8am  William Hegarty Anniv.   
9.30am Bincey Joseph RIP  
11am People of the Parish   
12.30pm Joseph McGonigle   
 
Monday 21st March 
Lent feria 
8.30am John Michael Hannan RIP 
12noon Hugh, Susan & Michael Mulhern RIP  
 
Tuesday 22nd March 
Lent feria 
8.30am  Mary Cahil Get Well 
12noon  Christine Stevens RIP 
 
Wednesday 23rd March  
Lent feria 
12noon Ettore Frederico RIP 
 
Thursday 24th March   
Lent feria 
12noon  PJ McDonald Int 
    
Friday 25th March 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
6pm    Mr & Mrs Zacharia RIP  
 
Saturday 26th March   
Lent feria 
11am  V. Venmelil RIP 
6pm  Mary & Bill Devlin RIP 
 
Sunday 27th March  
4th Sunday of Lent 
8am  People of Ukraine    
9.30am John Rellis Anniv. 
11am People of the Parish  
12.30pm Deborah Cleary Anniv. 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Aurille Bailey 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

 
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
 

ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  
Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 

supply contact number when booking. 
 

Caritas Volunteer Service leaflets at back of church.  
 

Catechism Corner What happens in diaconal 
ordination?  In diaconal ordination the candidate is 
appointed to a special service within the sacrament of 
Holy Orders.  For he represents Christ as the one who 
came, “not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many”.  In the liturgy of ordination we 
read: “As a minister of the Word, of the altar, and of 
charity, the deacon will make himself a servant to all”.  
The original model of the deacon is the martyr St. 
Stephen.  When the Apostles in the original Church of 
Jerusalem saw that they were overwhelmed by their 
many charitable duties, they appointed seven men “to 
serve tables”, whom they then ordained. The first 
mentioned is Stephen: “full of grace and power”, he 
accomplished much for the new faith and for the poor in 
the Christian community. Over the centuries the 
diaconate became merely a degree of Holy Orders on the 
way to presbyterate, but today it is once again an 
independent vocation for both celibates and married 
men. On the one hand, this is supposed to emphasize 
service as a characteristic of the Church; on the other 
hand, it helps the priests, as in the early Church, by 
establishing an order of ministers who take on particular 
pastoral and social duties of the Church. Diaconal 
ordination, too, makes a lifelong, irrevocable mark on 
the ordained man. To be continued…         
 
Lenten Almsgiving shared this year is shared between 
Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal & Aid to the Church in 
Need, who will use the funds for Ukraine. Envelopes are 
available for both charities and can be put in the new 
secure collecting box at church door. The contactless 
machine can be used. Envelopes also for CAFOD.  

Holy Hour on Sunday 27 March at 3.30pm especially 
to pray for the people and situation in Ukraine. Please 
come along; prayer really is the only answer. 
 
Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary will take place by Pope 

Francis on Friday 25 March, 4pm London time. In our 

Diocese, the Act of Consecration will be made at 4pm 

in the Ukrainian Cathedral, in Westminster Cathedral, 

after the 5.30pm Mass and in Holy Rood at 6pm. Please 

come along to pray for this most serious situation. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society, as mentioned, will 
host a parish tea/coffee and cake get together this week 
end, 20th March after the 9.30am & 11am Masses. Please 
support this worthy charity.  All welcome. 
 
Toilets & Children Please do not let unsupervised 
children go to the toilets on their own. The Percy Road 
door is open to the street during weekend Masses. 


