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Laetare Sunday, when the Church’s ministers wear 

“rose vestments” is Roman Catholicism’s Fourth Sunday 

of Lent. The day’s theme comes from the entrance 

antiphon reflecting on Isaiah, “Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all 

who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exalt 

and be satisfied at her consoling breast.” Laetare is the first 

word meaning “rejoice” in the Latin text. On Laetare 

Sunday the Church expresses hope and joy in the midst 

of our Lenten fasts and penances. Call it pink or more 

fittingly, rose, this change in colour indicates a glimpse of 

the joy that awaits us at Easter, just before we enter into 

the sombre days of Passiontide. The joy of Easter being 

around the corner is symbolised in a few other interesting 

liturgical possibilities. During Lent, the General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal forbids flowers adorning 

the altar. But on Laetare Sunday, as well as solemnities 

and feasts within the season, there’s a temporary halt to 

these penitential observations!  At one time, marriages 

were generally forbidden during Lent, but Laetare 

Sunday was often associated as a day when marriages 

could be celebrated during the penitential season. 

Laetare Sunday is the Church’s way of giving us a glimpse 

of Easter as we approach the darkness and horror of the 

days through Good Friday and Holy Saturday. It is an 

opportunity to savour and keep in the back of our minds 

what awaits us on Easter Sunday, the reality that Jesus 

Christ is risen from the dead, and that our hearts will 

always be filled with joy! Being aware of traditions and 

customs assists us in celebrating the beauty of our faith. 

On this Laetare Sunday we also celebrate Mothering 

Sunday, praying and giving thanks for Mothers 

everywhere. May the blessing of the Divine, be an 

especially bright benediction, upon mothers 

everywhere, on your blessed day, on Mothering 

Sunday. Amen. 

St Vincent de Paul (SVP) Lunch, Thursday 4th April 
at 12.30pm after the 12noon mass. Do pop in to support 
the parish SVP and enjoy some social time. All welcome. 

Planned Giving Boxes are available at the repository. 
There are much fewer this year as most from last year 
had to be thrown away. If you are unable to gift aid, the 
envelopes are not needed, so please put offering direct 
into the collection box. Standing orders really help with 
the whole administrative process. Most of all, thank you 
for your continued generosity in difficult times. 

School / Easter Holidays No doubt some of you are 
planning a holiday or some time away over the Easter 
break. Please ensure where you go, you include 
attending Mass is in your plans. This information will be 
available on the internet. It is vital that we nourish our 
spiritual life as well as much need rest.  It would be a 
shame not to participate in the Easter liturgies during the 
holiest season of the year. Safe travel. 

Croxley Green Community Choir will be 
performing the Mozart Requiem in Holy Rood Church 
on Friday 8 April, 7:45pm. Tickets £12, under-18s £3, 
call 07858 210168 or email choir.cgcc@gmail.com. All 
proceeds from this event go to the St Vincent de Paul 
Society and the Watford Peace Hospice.  
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Parish Priest: Fr Gerard O’Brien, 

gerardobrien@rcdow.org.uk,  (Opt 3) 

Assistant Priest: Fr Alexander Balzanella, 

alexanderbalzanella@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 4) 

Deacon: Rev Neville Dyckhoff 

nevilledyckhoff@rcdow.org.uk, (Opt 5) 

Safeguarding Representatives: Aitana Mateo 

watfordsg@safeguardrcdow.org.uk                  

Emma Daniels watfordsg2@safeguardrcdow.org.uk   

Hospital Chaplain:  Rev Anthony Curran -  

07876 526 935  anthonycurran@rcdow.org.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/HolyRoodWatford 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
Sunday 27th March  
4th Sunday of Lent 
8am  People of Ukraine    
9.30am John Rellis Anniv. 
11am People of the Parish  
12.30pm Deborah Cleary Anniv. 
 
Monday 28th March 
Lent feria 
8.30am Gordon Sheridan Int. 
12noon Augustine Lobo RIP  
 
Tuesday 29th March 
Lent feria 
8.30am  Shirley Gonzales Int. 
12noon  People of Ukraine 
 
Wednesday 30th March  
Lent feria 
12noon Jan Harris Int. 
 
Thursday 31st March   
Lent feria 
12noon  Sr Raymunda & Community Int. 
 
Friday 1st April 
Lent feria 
12noon Stations of the Cross 
5.30pm Stations of The Cross 
6pm      Mario Gomes RIP  
 
Saturday 2ND April   
Lent feria 
11am  Manickam Family Thanksgiving 
6pm  Sheila Cain Anniv. 
 
Sunday 3rd April  
5th Sunday of Lent 
8am  People of the Parish    
9.30am Joseph Hardwidge RIP & George Howe 

RIP 
11am Hugh Scanlon Int.  
12.30pm Mrs Joan Griffin 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Mary Curtin 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

 
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  

Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 
supply contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner Is it demeaning to women 
that only men may receive the sacrament of Holy 
Orders? The rule that only men may receive Holy 
Orders in no way demeans women. In God’s sight, man 
and woman have the same dignity, but they have different 
duties and charisms. The Church sees herself as bound by 
the fact that Jesus chose men exclusively to be present at 
the Last Supper for the institution of the priesthood.  
Pope John Paul II declared in 1994 “that the Church has 
no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on 
women and that this judgement is to be definitively held 
by all the Church’s faithful”. Like no one else in antiquity, 
Jesus provocatively affirmed the value of women, 
bestowed his friendship on them, and protected them.  
Women were among his followers and Jesus highly 
valued their faith. Moreover, the first witness to the 
Resurrection was a woman. That is why Mary Magdalene 
is called “the apostle of the apostles.” Nevertheless, the 
ordained priesthood has always been conferred on men.  
In male priests the Christian community was supposed to 
see a representation of Jesus Christ. Being a priest is a 
special service that also makes demands on a man in his 
gender-specific role as male and father. It is, however, 
not some form of masculine superiority over women. As 
we see in Mary, women play a role in the Church that is 
no less central than the masculine role, but it is feminine.  
Eve became the mother of all the living.  As “mothers of 
all the living”, women have special gifts and abilities.  
Without their sort of teaching, preaching, charity, 
spirituality, and guidance, the Church would be 
“paralyzed on one side”.  To be continued…         
 
Lenten Almsgiving shared this year is shared between 
Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal & Aid to the Church in 
Need, who will use the funds for Ukraine. Envelopes are 
available for both charities and can be put in the new 
secure collecting box at church door. The contactless 
machine can be used. Envelopes also for CAFOD.  

Toilets & Children Please do not let unsupervised 
children go to the toilets on their own. The Percy Road 
door is open to the street during weekend Masses. 
 
Mass For Migrants Westminster Cathedral, Monday 
2nd May at 2.30pm, preceded by banner procession at 
2pm. See notice board for full details.   

Holy Hour on Sunday 27 March at 3.30pm especially 
to pray for the people and situation in Ukraine. Please 
come along; prayer really is the only answer. 

Westminster Caritas Volunteer Service If you 
would like to help, please see notice board and flyers at 
the back of church for full details.  


