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Passiontide Today’s Gospel about the woman caught in 
the act of adultery marks something of a turning point in 
our season of Lent. In these past weeks we have 
journeyed through Jesus resisting temptation in the 
desert and his transfiguration, alongside the parables of 
the Fig Tree and the Prodigal Son, that reveal his call for 
faith to bear fruit and the merciful character of God.    

This week things become darker. We are moving closer 
and closer to the inevitability of the Jewish authorities 
wanting to kill Jesus. We have entered Passiontide, when 
we focus on the forthcoming suffering and death of our 
Saviour. You will have noticed that the statues and 
crosses around the Church have been veiled, symbolising 
how, at the end of John 8, from which our Gospel comes, 
Jesus eluded those who sought his death: “So they took 
up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and 
went out of the temple” (Jn 8:59).  

What is it that brings such hatred of Jesus? Why do the 
Jewish authorities seek a popular excuse, such as the 
woman committing adultery, to denounce Jesus and so 
get the population on side?  

Jesus is, firstly, becoming more and more explicit about 
his mission. Jesus is not just a rabbi, nor even one of the 
prophets. He is the Christ, the anointed one, the Messiah 
who is to bring about the fulfilment of the Jewish Law 
and the Prophetical writings of the Old Testament. As 
such he challenges the failings of those whose role it is to 
safeguard the law and its teachings, he reaches out to 
those lost to bring them back into relationship with God 
and he heals the sicknesses and sufferings of many, 
illustrating how creation will be righted when all is at last 
ordered to God.    

This is itself enough to enrage the Jewish authorities. 
Their authority is being undermined and their teaching 
openly questioned by one who avoids neither sinners nor 
the sick. Yet Jesus is also becoming more explicit about 
who he is. As Messiah Jesus isn’t just a sort-of super-
prophet. Rather he is God. Later in John 8 Jesus uses the 
same words that were revealed to Moses in the Burning 
Bush: “Truly, truly, I say to you … I am” (Jn 8:58). He 
is announcing his divine nature, that he is God, and 
thereby has the power to condemn or redeem, to pass 
sentence or acquit.  

In the face of such glory, such goodness, those jealous and 
hateful of Jesus have only one option. To remove him. It 
is so often the case in the presence of great goodness, evil 
does not decrease but increases, it grows for malevolent.  

As we prepare ourselves for Easter, we may find our 
temptations grow stronger or distractions become more 
numerous. If so, take heart that we join our sufferings, 
trials and temptations to the way of the cross that Jesus 
went for us, so that we could know he knew what it was 
to truly suffer. Consider joining us on Fridays for Stations 
of the Cross together in the Church, a prayerful Lenten 
devotion to bring us to greater love and appreciation of 
the sacrifice Jesus made for us.  

Easter Holidays If you go away, please ensure you 
include attending Mass is in your plans. It is vital that we 
nourish our spiritual life as well as much needed rest.  It 
would be a shame not to participate in the Easter liturgies 
during the holiest season of the year. Safe travel. aster  

Easter Offertory Envelopes are now available. This 
offering helps to provide a stipend/salary for the priests.   
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 

Sunday 3rd April 
5th Sunday of Lent, Passiontide 
8am  People of the Parish    
9.30am John Hardwidge & George Howe RIP 
11am Hugh Scanlon Int.  
12.30pm Joan Griffin Int.  
 
Monday 4th April 
Lent feria 
8.30am People of Ukraine 
12noon Joseph Thomas Int.  
 
Tuesday 5th April 
Lent feria 
8.30am  Poppy Sinclair Int. 
12noon  Joseph Carey RIP 
 
Wednesday 6th April  
Lent feria 
8.30am Foundation Mass  
Church closed following Mass 
 
Thursday 7th April 
Lent feria 
12noon  Brianna Stuart-Berrisford Birthday Int. 
6pm  Molly Young RIP 
 
Friday 8th April 
Lent feria 
12noon Stations of the Cross 
No Eve Mass today- transferred to Thursday 7 April   
 
Saturday 9th April   
Lent feria 
11am  John O’Flynn RIP 
6pm  Ted Brady Anniv.  
 
Sunday 10th April 
Palm Sunday 
8am  People of the Parish    
9.30am Jim & Kathleen Sheridan RIP 
11am William Lee RIP  
12.30pm Ralph Kent Anniv.  
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Mariya Xavier 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT 
Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Thursday 6pm-8.30pm, No Friday Confession 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request 

 
BAPTISMS 

Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5) 
ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE  

Dates occasionally have to be moved, please 
supply contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner: Priestly Celibacy Jesus lived as 
a celibate and in this way intended to show his undivided 
love for God the Father. To follow Jesus’ way of life and 
to live in unmarried chastity “for the sake of the kingdom 
of heaven” (Mt 19:12) has been, since Jesus’ time, a sign 
of love, of undivided devotion to the Lord and a 
willingness to serve. As such the Roman Catholic Church 
requires this way of life for its bishops and priests, since 
they take on the person of Christ in the sacraments of 
ordination, the eucharist and reconciliation. 
Celibacy is not a life empty of love, but rather means one 
should desire to be overcome by a passion for God, so 
that priests are able to be true spiritual fathers. All priests 
should desire to be fruitful in aiding the growth and 
flourishing of the sons and daughters of the Church who 
he is called to minister to.   
 
Lenten Almsgiving shared this year is shared between 
Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal & Aid to the Church in 
Need, who will use the funds for Ukraine. Envelopes are 
available for both charities Please put in the new secure 
collecting box at church door. The contactless machine 
can be used. Envelopes also for CAFOD.  

Catholic Women’s League Christine Ramsey, will 
give a talk and flower demonstration, 12 April at 2pm. 
Fr Marcin, our CWL Chaplain, is delivering medicines 
to Ukraine-Polish border. We will be having a raffle for 
his work that afternoon, so please bring some cash!  

Croxley Green Community Choir are 
performing the Mozart Requiem in Holy Rood Church 
on Friday 8 April, 7:45pm. Tickets £12, under-18s £3, 
call 07858 210168 or email choir.cgcc@gmail.com. All 
proceeds to the SVP and the Watford Peace Hospice.  

Penitential Service Thursday 7 April An 

opportunity to have confession with priests from outside 

the parish as well as in Spanish and Italian. Please arrive 

between 6.30pm and 8pm. No need to remain for whole 

time. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take place 

and the evening will conclude with Solemn Benediction 

at 8pm. All Catholics are expected, by the Church, to 

attend the Sacrament of Confession at least annually; 

prior to receiving the sacraments of Confirmation, 

Marriage, Holy Orders or when having committed a 

mortal sin. If you have been away for some time, do not 

worry, the priests are there to help you in your 

confession. 

St Vincent de Paul (SVP) Lunch Thursday 4 April at 

12.30pm after the 12noon Mass. Do pop in to support 

the parish SVP and enjoy some social time. All welcome. 
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