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Lent as a call to embrace a living relationship 

with God.  In our forty days in Lent we emulate the 

forty days our Lord spent in the desert, which was itself 

a reflection on the forty years spent by the people of 

Israel after their exodus from Egypt. We simplify our 

lives in these forty days to allow us to hear the Lord more 

clearly in our lives, to sense his presence and his deep 

love for us. We give things up so that our days have little 

moments, punctures in our ordinary routine, in which 

we can think of why we give things up, and give thanks 

to God for his goodness to us, giving us that time to build 

a living relationship with God. Indeed, building a living 

relationship with God is the characteristic of our lives as 

Christians. You and I are each of us called each day to 

come to know the Lord better, to be more receptive to 

his will and to understand how to live as his disciples in 

the world. Often our lives are so busy there seems little 

time for God. Yet that is what is essential to any 

relationship, time. If we want to know God better we 

need to be willing to give up time for him and be listening 

to his will for us. Lent is a perfect time for us to simplify 

our lives, giving the Lord more of ourselves, more of our 

attention, more of our love. It’s important too that we 

keep the relationship dynamic. That it remains a living 

relationship. Just as one can never know everything 

about one’s husband or wife before marriage, the same is 

true with our relationship with God. We need to be 

willing to be surprised, to be challenged, and to 

change.  Parents often say how having children changed 

their lives in ways they’d never expect. How often their 

children made them, by accident, better people. More 

generous, more kind, more grateful.  That is true too 

with our relationship with God and the Church. A loving 

relationship does not mean everything stays the same, it 

would be like going to the same restaurants, always 

ordering the same food, never having between husband 

and wife a new experience or different opinion. Such a 

relationship is not one of love but of fear. As a 

relationship it becomes brittle, unable to navigate the 

challenges and new experiences that life will present, 

whether we want it to or not.  These past few years have 

demanded much change and upheaval in our lives. The 

tragedy currently occurring in Ukraine shows us just how 

fragile the status quo can be. But just as the solution to 

changing circumstances isn’t to walk away from loved 

ones or pretend nothing has happened to our friends, nor 

is it the answer to our relationship with God or the 

Church. The more we listen, the more time we give, the 

richer our relationship will become.  As long as we give 

God our time and our willingness to change he can 

overcome any obstacle, pain or impossibility. 

Ash Wednesday launched a wonderful start with 650 

people attending the two Masses. A joy to see. Two 

Masses and two Ash Services were celebrated in our 

schools, as well as home and hospital visits. Let this act 

of faith continue throughout Lent and beyond. But, be on 

your guard; there will be distractions in this Holy Season 

to dislodge our path to the crucified and risen Christ. 

Don’t let this happen. Make a quick prayer to the Holy 

Spirit and it will be a blessed Lent. The world, more than 

ever, needs our prayers especially keeping Ukraine in our 

hearts at this desperate time. Please see our prayer and 

lighted candle for Ukraine in the Holy Spirit Chapel. May 

the light of Christ help Ukraine in their darkness. 
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MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
Sunday 6th March  
1st Sunday of Lent 
8am  People of the Parish   
9.30am Doris & Charles Lyons RIP 
11am Tony Briody Int.  
12.30am Salvatore & Rosalia Mistretta Anniv. 
 
Monday 7th March 
Lent feria 
8.30am No Mass today 
12noon Zita Fernandes  
 
Tuesday 8th March 
Lent feria 
8.30am  Mary & John Coelho Anniv./RIP  
12noon  No Mass today 
 
Wednesday 9th March  
Lent feria 
12noon Marvin Boasiako Church closed 

after Mass 
 
Thursday 10th March   
Lent feria 
12noon  No Mass today & Church closed  
    
Friday 11th March 
Lent feria 
12noon  Stations of the Cross 
5.30pm Stations of the Cross 
6pm    Peter Joyce RIP  
 
Saturday 12th March   
Lent feria 
11am  Mario Gomes RIP 
6pm  Nora & Edward Briody Anniv. 
 
Sunday 13th March  
2nd Sunday of Lent 
8am  Eddie Deacon RIP   
9.30am People of the Parish 
11am Ben & Molly Hatchett Wedding Int.  
12.30am Elizabeth Ahendra Thanksgiving 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT LAMP 
Teresa & Frank Donnelly & Family RIP 

 
EXPOSITION & BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT  
Tuesdays 9 - 11.30am & Fridays 6.30 - 7.30pm. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Fridays 6:30pm 
Saturdays - 11:30am & 5– 5:30pm. Also by request. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK by request  

 
BAPTISMS 

 Rev. Deacon Neville - 01923 224085 (Opt 5)    
 

ALL BOOKINGS VIA PARISH OFFICE Dates 
occasionally have to be moved, please supply 

contact number when booking. 

Catechism Corner: How important for a 
Catholic Christian is the bishop? A Catholic 
Christians are under an obligation to the bishop. The 
bishop is appointed for us as Christ’s representative.  
Moreover the bishop, who exercises his pastoral 
ministry, together with priests and deacons as his 
ordained assistants, is the visible principle and the 
foundation of the local church (diocese). What 
happens in priestly ordination? In priestly 
ordination the bishop calls down God’s power upon the 
candidates for ordination. It imprints upon the souls of 
these men an indelible seal that can never be lost. As a 
collaborator with his bishop, the priest will proclaim the 
word of God, administer the sacraments, and, above all, 
celebrate the Holy Eucharist. During the celebration of a 
Holy Mass, the actual ordination of priests begins when 
the candidates are called by name. After the bishops’ 
homily, the future priest promises obedience to the 
bishop and his successors. The actual ordination takes 
place through the imposition of the bishop’s hands and 
his prayer. To be continued… 

The Ascent Group intend to visit St Albans Cathedral 
for Mass on Friday 11th March.  Departing from Holy 
Rood at 10.45am; Mass at midday, followed by lunch. 

Lenten Almsgiving this year will be divided between 
Caritas/Cardinals Lenten Appeal & Church in Need who 
will use the funds for Ukraine. Envelops are available for 
both charities. CAFOD envelopes are also available for 
Family Fast Day on Fri 11 March. Please put all envelopes 
in the new secure collecting box at church door. 

Confirmation Retreat Our Confirmation candidates 
will be taking a retreat on Sunday 13 March to discern 
whether they are being called to receive the Sacrament. 
The retreat is at SPEC, Waxwell Farm, Pinner, from 
10am to 4pm. Mass is included in the day but can 
candidates bring a packed lunch. Please can families make 
their own arrangements for transport. Fr Alex. 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn 
Children (SPUC) A very generous £744 was collected. 
Petition cards are still available. By the very fact we are 
baptised Catholics, we should all sign. Thank you. 

Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament 
of Matrimony. Full details in notice board. 

The Catholic Women’s League meet in the parish 
centre, 2pm Tuesday 8th March.  Ladies of the parish are 
welcome for a craft afternoon, chat and refreshments.  

Pastoral Letter - copy attached. Please re-read and pass 
to anyone who has yet to return to their parish church. 


